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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


John L. Bull 


Appalachians, severe drought conditions were 

the rule. Adequate rainfall occurred only in 
the northern part of Maine, the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and Florida. The northeastern section 
experienced a relatively cool summer, particularly in 
August. Migrant passerine birds were on the move 
late in July, certain species arriving earlier than ever 
before. Generally speaking, nesting land birds had a 
good season. Along the coast, breeding gulls, tesgs, 
ducks, shorebirds, rails and marsh sparrows came 
through quite satisfactorily, no doubt due to the 
absence of flood tides and strong winds. 

Not so fortunate was the Central Southern Region, 
principally the lower Mississippi Valley, which lay 
in the path of Hurricane Audrey. This storm, striking 
full force at the low Louisiana and Texas coasts at 
about the height of the breeding season, undoubtedly 
destroyed many nests, particularly those of the water 
and terrestrial species. Dr. Newman’s excellent sum- 
mary describes in vivid detail the ravages of this 
tropical storm in that area, but curiously enough no 
great rarities were reported. This hurricane swept 
up through the prairie states into Ontario, causing 
high winds and much flooding, and while some marsh 
species were adversely affected, it is too early to 
assess the damage done to breeding birdlife as a 
whole. 

In the Northern Great Plains, drought conditions 
prevailed except in South Dakota where it was gen- 
erally wet. The southern plains had about normal 
precipitation and the “dust bowl” region did not 
experience any prolonged dry period. The nesting 
season was reported as fair to good. The South Texas 
Region was hot and dry late in the nesting season 
after a wet early June. Mr. Webster's exceedingly 
interesting summary concerning the decrease of local 
nesting species which favor grassland and brush 
should be read. 

The Rocky Mountain area, particularly the central 
and southern sections, was favored with better than 
normal rainfall and experienced an excellent nesting 
season, notably for the waterfowl. The three great 
waterbird breeding areas, Bear River Marshes in 


L THE EASTERN STATES, including the 
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Utah, and Klamath and Malheur Refuges in Oregon, 
had one of their most successful seasons on record, 

Throughout the Pacific Coast, conditions were good 
to ideal for nesting, and most observers reported a 
banner breeding season. For some phenomenal pelagic 
observations, the reader should note Arnold Small’s 
graphic account of trips taken offshore in southern 
California waters. 

The trying experience of nest hunting in Alaska, 
owing to hordes of mosquitoes and big game, is 
amusingly related by Mrs. Smith. Despite a very dry 
summer, excellent breeding conditions prevailed and 
good-sized broods were raised by many of the species. 

Loons and Grebes—A Common Loon was seen in 
mid-June as far south as Florida. Three nests of 
Red-necked Grebes were found in the Klamath Basin 
in south central Oregon. (The A. O. U. Check List, 
5th Edition, 1957, lists this species as breeding south 
to northern Washington.) Also reported was an im- 
pressive gathering of 700 of this species near Port 
Hope, Ontario, by the end of August. Horned Grebes 
were seen in Florida Bay in mid-June, and summering, 
non-breeding birds in southern Oregon, which is 
new for that state. An adult Eared Grebe on Lake 
Ontario in mid-summer is highly unusual, and is the 
first Toronto record. 

Albatrosses, Shearwaters and Petrels—As many as 
19 Black-footed Albatrosses were seen south and east 
of San Clemente Island, Calif., with 9 in view at once. 
This unprecedented occurrence took place at the end of 
August and was the first time in a decade of pelagic 
observation that more than a single bird of this spe- 
cies were seen on any one trip so near land. Both in 
the northeastern states and in southern California, 
great numbers of shearwaters were in evidence, and 
in the former area the Cory’s appeared in numbers, 
earlier than ever before. Particularly noteworthy were 
170 Cory’s in early July off Mecox Bay, Long Island. 
A maximum of 1200 Pink-footed Shearwaters was 
recorded off San Clemente at the end of August. 
Twelve hundred Greater Shearwaters were reported 
off Monomoy, Mass., on Aug. 11, and 200 as early 
as June 9, off Westhampton Beach, Long Island. 
Sooty Shearwaters were estimated up to 15,000, as 
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they flew past Point Sal, Calif., on Aug. 3, and 500 
were in the Moriches area of Long Island, as early 
as June 1. The observations of the Greater and Sooty 
at Moriches and Shinnecock inlets were unique, as 
several of the birds were actually floating on the 
water in the inlets. Several Manx Shearwaters were 
seen off the Massachusetts coast in July and August 
and 2 of these were collected. On July 1, in the 
Straits of Florida between Key West and Havana, 
Cuba, as many as 18 Audubon’s Shearwaters were 
noted, some within sight of Key West. A maximum 
of 75 Black Petrels was reported off San Clemente 
at the end of August, and at least 5000 Wilson's 
Petrels were off Monomoy, Mass., on Aug. 11. 
Tropic-birds to Frigate-birds —An unusual observa- 
tion in California waters was that of 4 or 5 Red- 
billed Tropic-birds sitting on the water off San 
Clemente Island in late summer. White Pelicans 
were found at three places in the southern states this 
past summer: a flock of 35 flying over a lake at 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, during the height of Hur- 
ricane Audrey on June 27; a group of 32 present in 
Palm Beach County, Fla., until July 23, and 1 at 
Cape Sable, Fla., until Aug. 8. Hurricane Audrey 
produced two inland records of Magnificent Frigate- 
birds, one in Louisiana, the other in Mississippi. 
Herons to Flamingos —In the heronry at Sandy 
Hook, N. J. there now are estimated 100 pairs of 
Great Blue Herons breeding, the first large colony 
of this species in the New York City region. The 
Cattle Egret continues to spread and breed in new 
areas. Unusual occurrences are: one at Wales, Me., 
first reported in May and remaining until June 1, 
21 counted at Chincoteague, Va., in mid-August, and 
at least 35 in the Cape May, N. J., area during the 
summer. At least 2 nests were found at Southport, 
N. C., where they were first found nesting in 1956. 
(The new A. O. U. Check-List mentions Southport, 
South Carolina, which is an error). A noteworthy 
count of 40 along Lacassine Bayou, La., the second 
known nesting colony of any size in the United States, 
represents a substantial increase over a year ago. The 
only known colony of nesting Am. Egrets in Canada is 
at East Sister Island in western Lake Erie, where 6 
nests were located. The first record for New Mexico 
of the Yellow-crowned Night Heron was made at the 
Bosque Refuge where an adult was observed on July 
19. The “‘very large’’ colony of Glossy Ibises on the 
Waccamaw River, S. C., is apparently thriving. At 
Chincoteagué, Va., there was a good-sized group of 
20 on July 17; and 18 in the same locality at one 
rain pool on Aug. 10 is unusual for so far north. A 
White Ibis located in Anderson County, Tenn., is 
very rare for that state. Extremely high tides from 
Hurricane Audrey may have affected the Roseate 
Spoonbill colony at Vingt'un Islands, Tex. However, 
an estimated 180 pairs nested there prior to the hur- 
ricane, representing a noticeable increase over the 
previous year. The continued occurrence of the Am. 
Flamingo in southern Florida, the past few years, 
was evidenced by observations of 2 near Jupiter on 
June 22, and 4 at Lake Ingraham on Aug. 8. 
Swans, Geese, and Ducks—One of the outstand- 
ing nesting reports for the entire summer is that of 












































































approximately 20 pairs of Trumpeter Swans found on 
the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska. Outstanding is a report 
of 5000 Canada Geese nesting at the Malheur Refuge 
in Oregon. A Snow Goose at South Duxbury, Mass., 
on July 3, is unprecedented. So many interesting 
reports of ducks are at hand, that it seems advisable 
that the records be listed by region, rather than by 
species. New nesting records for Long Island are: 
1 pair of Green-winged Teal at Mecox Bay and 2 
pairs of Ruddy Ducks at the Jamaica Bay Refuge. 
Very unusual for Florida are summering, non-breed- 
ing records of Blue-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, 
and Red-breasted Merganser. In southern (coastal) 
Texas, the Black-bellied Tree-duck is rare north of 
the Rio Grande Delta; noteworthy are 2 pairs breed- 
ing at the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, and 
at least 9 individuals seen at Welder in the month 
of August. Less unusual, but significant, is a count 
of 116 Fulvous Tree-ducks at the Santa Ana Refuge 
on July 31, with no fewer than 13 nests there. Dr. 
Scott reports a ‘prodigious’ nesting season for ducks 
at the three federal refuges of Bear River, Klamath, 
and Malheur. Bear River was noteworthy for ‘‘counts’”’ 
of 140,750 Redheads (which, however, includes 
migrants), 293,000 Pintail, and 129,000 Blue-winged 
Teal (some migrants of both species). Klamath esti- 
mates included 14,250 Gadwall; 4450 Pintail; 2086 
Shoveller and 6420 Ruddy Duck. Malheur boasted of 
11,000 Cinnamon Teal, 1800 Am. Widgeon, and 
600 Canvas-back. 

Vultures and Hawks —During a forest fire at 
Sespe Canyon, Calif., some 25 to 30 California Con- 
dors were counted from near the summit of Mt. 
Pinos. As far as known, however, the fire in this 
canyon was not near the nesting cliffs of the Con- 


- dors. Good numbers of kites have been reported, but 


the Everglade Kite seems to have disappeared from 
the Lake Okeechobee, Fla., area. White-tailed Kites 
nested successfully at numerous points in southern 
California, and a noteworthy concentration of 22 
was observed near Ventura on July 21. A flock of 
65 Swallow-tailed Kites flying near Clewiston, Fla., 
on July 27 is outstanding. Mississippi Kites are in- 
creasing, and an unusually large group of 35 to 40 
was found perched in a dead tree at Memphis, 
Tenn., on June 28. Another flock of 7 was seen at 
El Paso, Tex., on Aug. 6. Two interesting records 
for southern Texas are: a Gray Hawk at the Santa 
Ana Refuge on Aug. 8, and a Black Hawk near Port 
Mansfield on June 4. 

Chachalacas—This species, nearly gone from the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley because of clearing of tall 
brush which the bird favors, seems to have had a 
successful nesting season on the Santa Ana Refuge. 

Cranes to Coots—No less than 1250 Sandhill 
Cranes were reported as nesting in the Malheur 
Refuge. At the Savannah Refuge in Georgia at least 
1000 pairs of Purple Gallinules were present. Coots 
bred abundantly at the two Oregon Refuges—30,000 
at Malheur, and 31,200 at Klamath. 

Shorebirds—As there are numerous species in- 
volved in this report, a treatment by region rather 
than by species follows, starting with the northeast. 
Maximum of 5000 Red Knots seen at Scituate, Mass., 
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on Aug. 11, and no less than 35 Hudsonian Godwits 
at Monomoy, Mass., on Aug. 5. The first record of 
Am. Oyster-catcher breeding north of New Jersey in 
modern times was established, when a nest was found 
on Gardiner’s Island, at the east end of Long Island. 
A Ruff was present at the Jamaica Bay Sanctuary on 
Long Island through most of July. Four other Ruffs, 
one of which was collected, were found in Ontario 
at three different localities, chiefly during July. Still 
another Ruff was present at the Refuge in Bombay 
Hook, Del., in early July. This species is now of 
annual occurrence in the northeast. Another European 
wanderer, the Curlew Sandpiper, was observed at 
Brigantine Refuge, in N. J. in late July. Remarkable 
were two flocks of Am. Avocets in southern Louisiana 
on June 19, one flock of 54, the other of 59. Scott 
reports “fabulous’’ concentrations of shorebirds in 
the famous Bear River Marshes in Utah in late July 
and early August. The following are particularly 
noteworthy: 20,000 Baird’s Sandpipers, 12,000 West- 
ern Sandpipers, 14,000 Marbled Godwits, 13,000 
Am. Avocets, 6000 Black-necked Stilts, 18,000 North- 
ern Phalaropes, and 45,000 Wilson’s Phalaropes. 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns—Two Skuas were col- 
lected at sea off Monomoy, Mass., on Aug. 11. At 
first they were thought to be one of the races from 
the southern oceans, but were finally determined by 
Murphy as the northern subspecies. As with the 
Ruff and Curlew Sandpiper, two Old World species 
of gulls now appear annually in the Northeast, partic- 
ularly on the coast. The Black-headed Gull was noted 
at Scituate, Mass., in late August, and a banded 
individual at Whitby, Ont. in late May. The Little 
Gull was reported at Newburyport, Mass. in mid- 
August, and at the Jamaica Bay refuge in early 
August. Two adult Franklin's Gulls were well seen 
at Decatur, Ala., on June 3, the first record for 
that state. An immature Sabine’s Gull was photo- 
graphed at Chatham, Mass. on June 2, and 4 others 
were seen far inland on Muriel Lake in Alberta on 
June 4. An unusual occurrence was that of 2 Gull- 
billed Terns present at Mecox Bay, Long Island, all 
through June. Ornithologists who have seen the 
Aleutian Tern in life are few and far between; there- 
fore a record of an adult with a juvenile recorded on 
the Alaskan coast on Aug. 5 is noteworthy. Despite 
several adults seen in late June, and the above young 
bird, no definite proof of nesting exists for this 
locality (Cohoe area). Of interest is the recording 
of 6 Bridled Terns, one of which was collected, off 
Elliott Key, Fla., on Aug. 10. Peak numbers of 
Elegant Terns reached 450 birds at Bolsa Chica, 
Calif., on Aug. 29. The first record of a Cabot’s Tern 
for New York State was a specimen collected at 
Mecox Bay, Long Island, on June 30. 

Pigeons and Doves.—A Red-billed Pigeon was 
found on the Texas Gulf coast farther northeast than 
ever before, nesting 10 miles east of Brownsville. 
Despite the clearing of tall brush, the White-winged 
Dove is expected to have a good season, in South 
Texas, with an estimated 668,000 birds of all ages. 

Owls.—It is always of great interest to report on 
the northern species of owls. Nests were found of 
the Hawk Owl in Quebec, and the Richardson’s Owl 
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in Alberta. Great Gray Owls were found at three 
localities in Yellowstone Park in Wyoming, and were 
reported to have nested in coastal Alaska. 

Flycatchers —Scissor-tailed Flycatchers continue to 
spread, nesting farther east in Louisiana. The Eastern 
Phoebe now breeds in Louisiana and has been found 
in several places in that state. 

Corvids.—White-necked Ravens, extremely rare 
in the Rio Grande region of Texas, were found 
nesting near Edinburg. 

Mockingbird.—Four regional editors report further 
spread and increase of Mockingbirds in the north. 
eastern states. They nested at two localities in Maine, 
and even brought off two broods at Swampscott, 
Mass. A nest was found inland in New Hampshire. 
They nested again on Long Island, and inland for the 
first time in Rockland County, N. Y. It is now a 
commonplace bird at Cape May, N. J., around Phila- 
delphia, and inland as far as Reading, Pa., where 
at least 5 nests were found. Two nests were discovered 
as far north as Ontario. 

Starling.—This introduced species nested again 
near Miami, Fla., where until very recently it was 
recorded only as a wanderer. It is now established in 
every state. 

Vireos and Warblers —Although the Yellow-green 
Vireo is extremely rare in the Brownsville, Tex. area, 
2 individuals, including a singing male, were reported 
from that locality. However, no nest was found. The 
A. O. U. Check-List does not include Texas in this 
species’ range, even as a visitant, despite a published 
nesting record for that area (Auk, 62: 186). A Pro- 
thonotary Warbler’s nest was found as far north- 
west as Minneapolis, Minn. The first definite nesting 
of the Black-throated Green Warbler was established 
for Alabama. Unusual was a report of an Oven-bird 
from Arizona. The second Canadian breeding record 
for the Hooded Warbler occurred in Ontario. 

Blackbirds and Orioles —A male, Western Meadow- 
lark “apparently” mated and nested with the Eastern 
species at Gifford, Quebec, and one of two nestlings 
taken was sent to the Quebec Zoo for study of its 
development. For an interesting discussion of nesting 
Hooded Orioles in palm trees, and their present 
status, see regional reports of South Texas and Mid- 
dle Pacific Coast Regions. The probable first nesting 
of the Altamira Oriole (Icterus gularis) on United 
States soil was established by the finding of two 
nests on the Santa Ana Refuge in southern Texas. 
The Brown-headed Cowbird has been noted in new 
areas, both as a nesting species and as a visitant. The 
first Newfoundland record was that of a bird caught 
alive in April that had been banded in Rhode Island 
the preceding month. Four others were since ob- 
served in June. This species bred in Florida for the 
first time. 

Finches—The Rose-breasted Grosbeak was added 
as a nesting species in Oklahoma. A singing Pine- 
woods Sparrow was recorded in the pine barrens of 
New Jersey and constitutes the second record for that 
state. The first summer record of the Slate-colored 
Junco for Alabama was established when 4 birds were 
seen. A specimen of a Gray-headed Junco was collected 
in southern Arizona in early June, a very late date. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1957 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—Nova 
Scotia, southern Maine, eastern Massachusetts, and 
Rhode 


Island all experienced a summer that was 
characterized by drought. 
Northern Maine and the 
Gaspé Peninsula of Que- 
bec had an adequate rain- 
fall. The drought in the 
southern two-thirds of 









\ the Region began on 
mest April 10 and continued 
through August, with 

OOSENBAD . 
LAKE only momentary relief 


being brought from time 
to time by inadequate 
rains. The southeastern 
counties of Massachu- 
setts were so desperately 
in need of water that the 
state hired a rain-maker— 
a transient low pressure 
system saved the rain- 
maker’s reputation. Gen- 
erally, throughout the stricken area, rainfall averaged 
half the normal amount. Temperatures varied from 
one part of the Region to another, but on the whole 
were either just a little above normal or a little 
below normal, with the exception of August which 
was unseasonably cool. Although this report is 
termed the Nesting Season report, it actually includes 
the late spring migration, the nesting season, and 
the early fall migration. To consider the first item for 
a moment—to most birders, the migration in, say, 
the Boston region, is over when the “last wave’’ 
migrants pass through about May 28. From then 
on there may be some late migrants but they are 
hard to find amidst the mass of summer residents. 
However, while this may be true for the Boston 
region, the spring migration is far from over for many 
of the birds that pass through this region on their 
way to their breeding grounds in northern Canada. 
And it is here that it is determined how many 
migrants we will be seeing this fall. Thus, it may 
come as a surprise to some to find that when Roland 
C. Clement arrived in interior Labrador on May 17 
the ground was covered with one or more feet of 
snow. He found, for instance, that the White-crowned 
Sparrows and other species were ‘‘dammed” up along 
the snow-free coast. As conditions inland gradually 
warmed up and the snow melted, the birds began 
lrifting into their breeding areas. Obviously here is 

situation that could produce a high mortality of 
potential breeders. Should they arrive at their destina- 
ion too early when everything is covered with snow 
hey would be hard pressed to find adequate food. 
lement saw instances of this and reported seeing 
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White-crowns feeding in the only open strip of bare 
ground for miles around—a plowed road; he also 
reported Myrtles and Black-polls feeding on gnats 
and snow-fleas (Collembola) on the ice. The axiom 
that spring migrants travel fast and fall migrants 
travel slowly must be reduced to that of the climatic 
conditional “as the temperature rises,” 

“when the snow melts,” etc. ..., as the migrants get 
closer to their more northern breeding areas. One 
of the best illustrations of this principle is the fact 
that it was on June 16 at Knob Lake (in the interior 
of the Labrador Peninsula) that Clement witnessed 
the arrival on the breeding grounds of a large num- 
ber of warblers, including the Myrtle, Black-poll, 
and Black-capped Warblers. The fact that the Myrtles 
and the Black-polls arrived simultaneously at the 
breeding ground is of special interest, for the Myrtle 
is one of the earliest warbler migrants, while the 
Black-poll is considered one of the latest. The 
second item mentioned—the nesting season—can 
only be described as a good one throughout most of 
the Region. The drought seemed to have no adverse 
effect on nesting birds, and possibly was even, in some 
manner, beneficial. Southern birds are forcing their 
way northeastward—Mockingbirds were reported nest- 
ing in Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island; 
Wood Thrushes are pushing their range northward 





-in Maine; Purple Martins are becoming well estab- 


lished in many places in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island; a pair of Cerulean Warblers was seen in 
Maine in early June (no nest was found). Cedar 
Waxwings invaded the Region from Nova Scotia to 
Rhode Island—becoming prominently abundant about 
the first of July and producing nestlings late in the 
summer. Third—the early fall migration was indeed 
early—indications of a most unusual fall season to 
come were portended by the appearance of a Red- 
breasted Nuthatch on Nantucket in late June; by 
Myrtle Warblers being reported from many places 
in early August in Massachusetts and Rhode Island; 
by Black-poll Warblers appearing in Rhode Island 
on Aug. 10; and by many other species turning up 
well ahead of schedule. One wonders what causes 
birds like the Myrtle Warbler and the Black-poll 
Warbler to start their migration a month or even 
two months ahead of time. In the case of two birds 
that were captured and banded in Rhode Island 
(Myrtle and Black-poll) on Aug. 10—both were in 
full molt with half-grown tail feathers, and with 
some of the flight feathers of the wing missing or 
half-grown. It must have been a strong impelling 
force that caused these birds to start their south- 
ward migration in such a state of unpreparedness. 
Loons and Grebes—Common Loons were reported 
migrating in small numbers in early August in 
Massachusetts. A few Horned Grebes summered in 
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Connecticut, Massachusetts and Maine. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—There was a good shear- 
water flight reported—this was in part or possibly 
even totally due to the fact that there were actually 
more shearwaters around this year; however, the 
fact must be considered that the ocean received better 
coverage this summer than it has in many a year. 
Sooty Shearwater numbers ran as high as 25 in two 
places—Stillwagon Banks and Monomoy on Aug. 
11. On the same day off Monomoy there were 1200 
Greater Shearwaters reported by Richard Kleber, 
et al., with 200 being the high count for this species 
at the Stillwagon Banks on Aug. 8 (S. Robbins). A 
Manx Shearwater was found dead at Chatham in 
early July (Maclay); 1 was seen off Monomoy on 
Aug. 11 (N. Hill); 1 was collected at Stillwagon 
Banks on Aug. 9 (F. Burnett) and 3 others were 
seen in the same area on Aug. 11. The 2 Cory’s 
Shearwaters seen on June 29 off Monomoy (W. 
Bailey) may be the earliest Massachusetts record. 
Wilson’s Petrels were recorded in good numbers in 
2 places: 1000 at Stillwagon Banks on Aug. 8 (SR) 
and 5000 off Monomoy on Aug. 11 (RK). 

Herons.—A Cattle Egret that was first reported 
in May at Wales, Me. (Ramsdells) remained until 
June 1. This was another poor southern heron flight 
year; most of the commoner species were noted but 
there were no numbers. Am. Egrets nested for the 
second year in a row at Manchester, Mass., but were 
unsuccessful in rearing any young. During July ‘and 
August, there were many reports of this species from 
scattered areas in Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
but the most interesting report concerns an Am. 
Egret seen 9 miles off Gloucester (at sea) and flying 
north on Aug. 9 (SR). 

Geese and Ducks —Two Am. Brant were seen at 
Matinicus Rock, Me. on June 9 (C. Packard). A 
Snow Goose was reported from South Duxbury, 
Mass. on July 3 (Mrs. L. Bischoff). The summering 
ducks included the usual Greater Scaup, Am. Eider, 
White-winged Scoter, Surf Scoter, Am. Scoter, Ruddy 
Duck and Red-breasted Merganser. Some early fall 
duck transients were noted in good numbers, /.e., 
160-180 Blue-winged Teal at Merrymeeting Bay, Me. 
on July 22 (Powell). 

Hawks.—One Turkey Vulture was seen at Ashland, 
Mass. on June 12 (M. Gardler). A female Gos- 
hawk was seen in Bremen, Me. on June 12 (J. 
Cadbury), and there is a report of a pair of Gos- 
hawks that nested in Newbury, Mass. in late June 
(C. deWindt). There were no reports of an early 
hawk migration in the southern part of the Region; 
however, Allen Morgan wrote that on Aug. 12 he 
saw a heavy movement of hawks at Cap Bon Ami, 
on the Gaspé Peninsula, Canada. The flight included: 
Goshawk, Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s, Red-tailed, Broad- 
winged, Marsh, Peregrine Falcon, Pigeon and Spar- 
row Hawk. All of the above (50 plus) were noted 
in an hour of observing. 

Rails, Coots, Gallinules—Very few reports of 
rails were received, and of these only the report of 
a Clapper Rail at Plum Island, Mass. through August, 
is of interest. Florida Gallinules were found nesting 
in three localities in eastern Massachusetts and there 
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is a report of one being seen on June 30 at Bidde. 
ford, Me. (R. M. Payne). A pair of Am. Coot sum. 
mered at Newport, R. I., but suspicions conc« ring 
the possibility of their nesting were not validated 
since no nest was found nor were young birds seen, 
However, it is of interest to report in this connec. 
tion the finding of a dead juvenal coot on July 24 
at Beverly, Mass. (P. Palombo); the specimen was 
deposited in the Peabody Museum at Salem. 

Shorebirds—Because of the severe drought, pond 
levels in the southern part of the Region dropped 
to record lows, and vast expanses of muddy shores 
were exposed. Many inland birders expected a bon- 
anza shorebird year because of the newly created 
mud flats. Such was not the case and nearly all were 
disappointed. But coastwise, there was excellent 
shorebirding, both spring and fall, with the old 
stand-bys like Monomoy and Plum Island producing 
the lion’s share of the unusual and the prodigious 
numbers of the usual. An Am. Golden Plover seen 
on June 29 on Monomoy was either very early or 
very late depending upon the direction that it was 
going (W. Bailey). Two thousand northward-bound 
Ruddy Turnstones were seen on June 1 on Monomoy 
(Griscom) while 1000 southward-bound turnstones 
were reported from the same place on Aug. 23 (H. 
Copeland); 40 Hudsonian Curlews were on Mon- 
omoy on July 29 (Argues) and there were many 
other reports of lesser numbers from other locales. 
Five thousand Red Knots were seen at Scituate, Mass. 
on Aug. 11 (Higginbothams), and an early Red- 
backed Sandpiper was seen at Newburyport on Aug. 
4 (Argues). Peak numbers of dowitchers reached 
Monomoy (2000) and Newburyport (1000) on 
July 29. A very early Buff-breasted Sandpiper was 
seen at Plum Island on Aug. 11 (R. Vahan). Mar- 
bled Godwits, in ones and twos, were reported from 
many locales in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
and the peak of the Hudsonian Godwit flight 
reached Monomoy on Aug. 5 when 35 were seen 
(WB). 

Phalaropes through Terns —There were very few 
phalaropes reported for the late summer but a 
report of 75 plus at Matinicus Rock, Me. on June 
9 is worthy of note. Jaegers were also a little on the 
scarce side this year with only a few Parasitics and 
even fewer Pomarines being reported. An_ extra- 
ordinary event occurred on Aug. 11, when during 
the course of a sea trip off Monomoy, Mass. no less 
than 2 Skuas were seen and collected. This swells 
the number of Skuas collected in Massachusetts waters 
to the grand total of five. The specimens have been 
sent to Dr. R. C. Murphy for subspecific determina- 
tion, since there is reason to suspect that one or 
both of the collected specimens may be of Antarctic 
origin. I am pleased to report that both birds were 
first seen and identified by Ludlow Griscom, and 
then collected by Richard Kleber of the Boston 
Museum of Science. An interesting report was re- 
ceived from John V. Dennis who visited the once- 
famous tern island of Muskeget off the southern Mas- 
sachusetts coast. He points out that the terns have 
been completely crowded out by the gulls, but that 
the anticipated demise of the Laughing Gull popu- 
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lation owing to the usurping of space by the larger 
Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls has taken 
an unexpected turn, and that the long decline in the 
numbers of Laughing Gulls has been halted by the 
presence of good numbers this year (an estimated 
2500 pairs). An adult European Black-headed Gull 
was reported from Scituate, Mass. on Aug. 27 (J. 
O'Regan), an imm. Little Gull was seen at New- 
buryport on Aug. 11 (MG), and an imm. Sabine’s 
Gull was well seen and photographed at Chatham 
on June 2 (R. Bowen, LG). The tern colonies on 
the Outer Cape and the southeastern Massachusetts 
shore were reported to have had good nesting suc- 
cess. A number of Black Skimmers were reported from 
various points along the Massachusetts shore from 
June through August. 

Alcids —Three Razor-billed Auks were reported 
from Matinicus Rock, Me. on June 9 (C. Packard). 
A Black Guillemot was seen in Gloucester, Mass. 
on Aug. 15 (SR) and as many as 178 Atlantic 
Puffins were seen on Matinicus Rock on July 26 
(JC). 

Cuckoos, Owls and Woodpeckers—Again there 
were very few Yellow-billed Cuckoos, while the 
Black-billed Cuckoo was present in good numbers. 
On June 24, a Hawk Owl was seen by Robert 
Smart in Gaspesia Park, Quebec, Canada; the next 
day Allen Morgan and James Baird discovered in 
the same area a nesting pair with 5 young. Three 
of the young were banded. An Arctic Woodpecker 
was seen in Hyde Park, Mass. on Aug. 10 (L. 
Berig); if events progress as they did after the 
last three-toed woodpecker invasion, reports such as 
the above will occur from time to time for the next 
two or three years. 


Flycatchers through Nuthatches—Although it is 
too early to judge accurately, indications are that 
the Empidonax flight will be better than last year’s. 
In early August numbers were well above last year’s. 
totals. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen at Pride’s 
Crossing, Mass. on July 12 and 13 (D. Snyder)— 
a summerer or early migrant? A new colony of Bank 
Swallows was discovered at Plum Island (450 holes 
—all occupied). Cliff Swallows nested around the 
lighthouse at Pemaquid Point, Me. where 150 
occupied nests were counted. The Purple Martin 
colony at Plum Island, now in its third successive 
year, has increased to 12 pairs. White-breasted 
Nuthatches were reported nesting in Shelburne 
County, Nova Scotia (Mrs. Bertha Harris, fide H. 
Lewis )—either the first or the second nesting of the 
species in that county. As reported earlier, the first 
Red-breasted Nuthatch migrant report for this area 
was that of one seen on Nantucket on June 22 (E. 
Andrews). The next few weeks saw a rapid increase 
in the number of reports and by August the Red- 
breasted Nuthatch was being commonly reported 
from all parts of the southern half of the Region. 
This is in sharp contrast to the nearly complete 
absence of the species last year. 


Wrens through Shrikes—There was an influx of 
the House Wren in Orleans, Mass. where Osborne 
Farle has formerly seen them only once before in 30 


years’ experience. Carolina Wrens are pushing north- 
ward with reports from two places in Maine in 
August, and from several places around the Boston 
region. Mockingbirds nested at Falmouth and Saco, 
Me., and a pair that nested at Swampscott, Mass. 
even had two broods. Many other reports of single 
birds or of pairs whose nests were not found were 
received. In the event that anyone wonders where 
New England is getting all of their nesting and 
summering Mockers, they are referred to the report 
for the fall season of 1956, and the winter report 
for 1956-57. It would appear that we have here 
a nearly classical example of “exploration and ex- 
ploitation”—the expansion of range by the dispersal 
of young birds from their natal regions in the fall, 
surviving the winter, and remaining to nest. Whether 
or not the Mockingbird, the Carolina Wren and the 
others will be successful remains to be seen. In a 
similar vein, M. C. Morse reports an adult and 3 
young Wood Thrushes at Castine, Me., believed to 
be one of the most northern nesting records for 
this species in the state. Am. Pipits were reported 
from Monomoy on Aug. 3, and at Scituate on Aug. 
11. Cedar Waxwings flooded the Region from Nova 
Scotia to Rhode Island, arriving in mid-summer and 
then surprising everyone by nesting and bringing 
off young in late August and early September. Log- 
gerhead Shrikes again nested, for the second suc- 
cessive year, in Danvers, Mass., and a migrant was 
seen at Scituate, Mass. on July 28. 

Warblers —This summer I had the broadening 
experience of traveling through New Brunswick and 
the Gaspé Peninsula. Here was the breeding ground 
of the Cape May, the Bay-breasted, the Mourning, 
and the Black-poll Warblers and I was impressed with 
the numbers of these species, and of the many others 
also present. I marveled at the fact that here were 
hundreds of, say, Bay-breasted Warblers, and yet an 
active birder in Massachusetts is lucky to see 30 
Bay-breasted Warblers a year! It impressed upon 
me how distorted, or at best, relative to a minuscule 
degree is our impression of the number of transients 
that pass through this Region. I was also particularly 
taken with the thought that here were hundreds of 
miles of territory from which we receive not a single 
report at any season. However, we must work with 
what we have so let us plod along with the infor- 
mation at hand. Apparently the northern warblers 
had a successful season, especially when compared 
to last year, for good numbers of immatures were 
present in the first early contingent that passed 
through in late July and early August. Among the 
species noted as transients in the first two weeks 
of August were: Lawrence’s Warbler at Kingston, 
R. I. on the 4th; Parula Warbler on the 11th at 
East Orleans; Cape May and Bay-breasted Warblers 
at Nantucket from the 11th on; Myrtle Warbler— 
the first was reported from Plum Island on the 4th, 
with a veritable flood of August reports after that 
date; Black-poll Warbler at Middletown, R. I. on 
the 10th; Oven-bird seen in the Boston Public Garden 
on Aug. 8; Northern Water-thrush—several in late 
July and many in early August; Mourning Warbler 
—one at Monomoy on the 10th (LG); Am. Red- 
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start—several reports of migrants from Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—Bobolinks were 
moving through southern Rhode Island in early 
August. An immature male Yellow-headed Black- 
bird was seen at Falmouth on Aug. 16 (P. Garrey), 
and one was observed at Western Egg Rock, Mus- 
congus Bay, Me. on Aug. 19 (JC, C. W. Buch- 
heister). The latter is the fourth record of this 
species for Maine. A report just received concerns 
the first record of the Brown-headed Cowbird in 
Newfoundland. It was banded at the Norman Bird 
Sanctuary in Middletown, R. I. on March 25, 1957 
and was captured alive on April 21, 1957 at 
Remea, Newfoundland. Since that time 4 others were 
seen on June 26th by Harrison Lewis. Dickcissels 
appeared at Annisquam and Nantucket, Mass. in 
early August. Evening Grosbeaks were found in 
large numbers in western New Brunswick, Canada, 
in the last week of June. At one spot above St. 
Leonard 160 were netted and banded—many of the 
females had incubation patches and some were 
carrying eggs but no nests nor young were seen 
(AM, JB). A Seaside Sparrow seen at Western Egg 
Rock, Muscongus Bay, Me. on Aug. 19 is the second 
record for the state. A number of Lark Sparrows 
were reported in the first two weeks of August.— 
JAMES Bairp, Norman Bird Sanctuary, Middletown, 
R. I. and RuTH EMERY, 155 Newbury Street, Bosten 
16, Mass. ° 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Through- 
out the Region June was warm with ample rainfall 
in the northern part, but dry in the southern. In 
this area drought condi- 
tions prevailed, swamps 
dried and there was gen- 
erally low water in ponds 
and reservoirs; in the 
north, however, both 
rainfall and temperature 
were normal. 

Loons and Grebes.— 
Common _ Loons_ bred 
freely in the northern 
part of the Region and 
showed a very definite 
increase in the Adiron- 
dacks of New York (G. 
T. Chase). Pied-billed 
Grebes were by no 
means as numerous as 
usual, particularly in the 
Connecticut River Valley 
of Massachusetts (S. A. 
Eliot) and in northern New Hampshire (Edith M. 
Halberg). 

Shearwaters and Petrels——There was an extremely 
heavy flight of Sooty Shearwaters off the coast of 
southern Long Island, N. Y. in early June, and over 
500 were counted in the Moriches area on June 1 
(N. Smith, et al.); on June 8 the Brooklyn Bird 
Club counted 185 off Westhampton. Greater Shear- 
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waters, too, were numerous; at least 200 were seen 
from Westhampton on June 9 and many more were 
beyond the range of certain identification (R. Grant. 
et al.). Cory’s Shearwaters appeared off Mecox Bay, 
L. I. on July 8, there being about 170 (P. Buckley). 
About 100 Wilson's Petrels were off Montauk 
Point, L. I. on July 23 (D. Puleston); off Riis 
Park, L. I., 45 of this species were seen on July 5 
(NS). 

Herons.—Great Blue Herons were rather numer- 
ous throughout, there being many records in the 
Connecticut River Valley of Massachusetts and in 
Connecticut during the breeding season; but few new 
heronries were reported. On July 27 a nest with 2 
young was found at Bernardston, Mass., the first 
nesting record for Franklin County (SAE). Fourteen 
nests of Am. Egrets were counted on Fishers Island, 
L. I. (H. L. Ferguson, Jr.); in the Schenectady, N. Y, 
area the high count of this species was 15 on July 
21 (E. Hallenbeck), and at Linlithgo on the Hudson 
River a flock consisting of 17 birds was seen on Aug. 
26 (Patricia Bunce). Several of these egrets were 
reported in the Connecticut River Valley of Massachu- 
setts in late July and early August. The post-natal 
wanderings of both the American and the Snowy Egret 
brought a maximum number of these birds into 
northeastern New Jersey in late July; there were 20 
Snowies at Wreck and Locust Ponds on the New 
Jersey coast on July 27 (G. M. Seeley, G. W. Sea- 
mans). At Jones Beach, L. I. both species were 
present in good numbers but they were not so numer- 
ous as last summer (J. Bull). Three Snowies were at 
Linlithgo on Aug. 13 (PB). A Snowy Egret was 
seen on Aug. 3 and 5 near Northampton, Mass.— 
there are but 2 previous records of the occurrence of 
this egret in the Connecticut River Valley of Massa- 
chusetts, in 1936 and 1948 (SAE). 

The nesting colony of Black-crowned Night Herons 
at Sandy Hook, N. J. has been very much extended 
and it is now estimated to contain 700 pairs of Black- 
crowns, 100 pairs of Great Blues and 20 Am. Egrets 
(G. D. Stout). There were about 60 active nests of 
Black-crowns at Fishers Island, L. I. (HLF, Jr.); 
at Lake St. Peter, Que. 50 nests of this species were 
counted on June 5 (D. A. Munro, G. Moisan); 
the breeding populations of this heron are decreasing 
in the Morristown area of New Jersey (Elsie S. 
Weig). A nest of a Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
was found near Riverhead, L. I. on June 22, contain- 
ing 2 well-grown young (DP); at Fishers Island 
2 were seen on a marsh on June 4 or 5 but nesting 
there was not confirmed (HLF, Jr.) ; an immature of 
this species was at Lake De Forest, Rockland Co., 
N. Y. on Aug. 17 (R. F. Deed). Two nests of the 
Am. Bittern were found near Ulverton, Que. on June 
30 (one contained 4 young, the other 3 eggs which 
hatched a few days later); the spring arrival of the 
species was retarded by unfavorable weather and 
nesting was late (L. M. and E. E. Terrill). 

W aterfowl—Gadwall again nested at Jones Beach, 
L. I. but not very successfully; about 25 adults were 
present early in the season (J. J. Elliott). Green- 
winged Teal were seen at Northampton, Mass. on 
Aug. 8 (Stone), a remarkably early date for mi- 
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grants. Five Blue-winged Teal were at South Egre- 
mont, Mass. on July 26 (A. A. Saunders); there 
was a marked increase in their numbers after that 
date and 20 were at Pittsfield on June 6 (SAE). 
Two broods of Shovellers were seen at Jamaica Bay, 
L. I. on July 21. The number of breeding Wood 
Ducks was unusually low in the Syracuse, N. Y. 
area (Onondaga Aud. Soc.); in the Missisquoi Wild- 
life area at Swanton, Vt. many nesting boxes were 
erected in different parts of the Refuge; in one 
area 100 per cent utilization was found but in 
another none of the boxes was used, a basis for 
an interesting study in habitat selection (R. H. 
Minns). At this same Refuge and in the surround- 
ing area the Ring-necked Ducks have increased 
materially as breeding birds (RHM). Two pairs of 
adult Ring-necks were seen at Katevale, Que. on 
Lake Magog; a nest with 9 eggs was located there 
(DAM & GM). On July 16, 36 6 and 22 9 were 
found at Pittsburg, N. H. (F. Scott); this species is 
still increasing as a breeding bird in Quebec and 
in northern New England. Fifty-two young Am. 
Golden-eyes were counted in an area near Pittsburg, 
N. H. in late June (EMH). 

A Harlequin Duck was reported on June 2 at 
Milford, Conn. (Des Jardins, fide SAE). A flock 
of 25 Am. Scoters was at Ste. Anne des Monts, Que. 
on June 15 (Brother C. Aimé). Ruddy Ducks, 
8é6 4 and 899, remained at Jamaica Bay, L. I. 
all summer. On June 14 a 2 Hooded Merganser 
was seen at Falls Village, Conn. and its actions 
indicated that young were in the vicinity; the bird 
was again seen at the same place on June 16 (AAS); 
this species bred near Pittsfield, Vt. and 2 young 
were seen on July 25 (A. M. Decker); 2 adults 
and 5 young were reported from Pittsburg, N. H. 
in late July (EMH). 

Hawks.—In general the raptors appeared to be 
scarcer throughout the Region than in past years. 
A rare visitor in earlier years, the Turkey Vulture 
occurred regularly in the Berkshire Mountains of 
Massachusetts; 1 was seen on July 12 at Clarendon, 
Vt. (Helen Bristow). In New York state 1 occurred 
at Brantingham Lake in the Adirondacks on July 8 
(EH), 1 at Chatham on Aug. 14 (Myra Smilow) 
but the species has become increasingly numerous 
in the Schenectady-Albany area. Goshawks were not 
unusual in the Adirondacks (GTC); in Massachu- 
setts 1 was on October Mountain in the Berkshires 
on June 16 (Schumacher); and an immature of this 
species was found on Aug. 12 in Kilkenny Town- 
ship, N. H. (R. M. Hatch). Several pairs of Red- 
tailed Hawks nested in the more remote wooded 
areas around Morristown, N. J. (ESW); reports of 
other nests came from North Salem and from Somers 
in Westchester County, N. Y. (S. O. Grierson) ; 
a Long Island report of nesting Red-shoulders came 
from Northport as 2 young just out of the nest were 
secn on June 9 (E. Mudge). Broad-winged Hawks 
nested on Long Island at Greenport (R. Latham) 
and several bred in the wooded areas around Morris- 
town, N. J. (ESW); an increase was noted in the 
number of Broad-wings in the Green Mountains of 
Vermont (AMD); an immature of the species was 





seen at Northampton, Mass. on Aug. 8 and 11 
(SAE). 

Bald Eagles showed an increase in the Adiron- 
dacks but the numbers are still low (GTC). Ospreys 
still show a decrease as breeding birds on eastern 
Long Island (RL). 

Grouse and Rails—At Pittsburg, N. H. a & 
Spruce Grouse with 6 young was seen on June 5 
(EMH) and 1 of this species was noted at Fran- 
conia, N. H. on Aug. 4 (McDade). In the area 
about Syracuse, N. Y. nests and broods of Ruffed 
Grouse were numerous (O.A.S.); the breeding popu- 
lation in the vicinity of Morristown, N. J. has in- 
creased (ESW). There was a satisfactory nesting 
season in the Green Mountains of Vermont (AMD). 

A pair of King Rails with 5 young were found at 
Bloomfield, Conn. on July 17 (R. Belden). A Black 
Rail permitted close observation at South Egremont, 
Mass. on Aug. 3 (AAS). Florida Gallinules bred 
near Pittsfield, Mass. as 2 young were seen on June 
13 and 11 chicks on July 28 (Schumacher); in the 
Perch River marsh in the Watertown, N. Y. area 
Am. Coots were found nesting (J. B. Belknap). 

Shorebirds —A nest of an Am. Opyster-catcher 
with 2 eggs was found on Long Island in the 
Gardner's Bay area on June 13 (J. T. Nichols, L. 
Wilcox). Near Stratford, Conn. a nesting of a 
Piping Plover was located, a most unusual record 
(Betty Long). A pair of Killdeer raised 2 broods 
at Ulverton, Que. and the first clutch of 4 eggs 
hatched on May 17 after 25 or 26 days of incuba- 
tion. The second nest was found en July 4 with only 
1 egg, which hatched a few days later (LMT, EET). 
The Am. Woodcock has shown a considerable in- 
crease as a breeding bird in northern New Jersey, 
particularly about Morristown (ESW). There were 
a few scattered reports from Long Island of Upland 
Sandpipers, a pair being seen at Sagaponack on July 
21 (DP) and 2 were at Mecox Bay on July 14 
(NS, et al.), and 1 at Westbury during the nesting 
season. At Guilford, N. Y. a single bird was seen 
on June 15 on the same hill they have occupied in 
former years; it is further reported that young were 
seen earlier in the season (White). At Agawam, 
Mass. 3 of these sandpipers were seen regularly to 
Aug. 11; in Vermont 1 was reported from near 
Vergennes on Aug. 4 (R. B. Lavallee), another was 
at Starksboro on June 30. From Quebec one report 
comes from Richelieu County during the first week 
of July (J. Normandin). A Ruff was seen at Jamaica 
Bay, L. I. on July 4, 13 and 20, probably the same 
bird (NS, P. W. Post). 

Gulls and Terns—Two Iceland Gulls were re- 
ported from Quebec, 1 at Ste. Anne des Monts, on 
June 18 (CA) and an immature on June 28 at 
Moisie Bay (JN). There was a large nesting colony 
of Ring-billed Gulls on an island in Oneida Lake, 
N. Y., 734 nests being counted on May 17 (JBB); 
at Hardwick, Mass., 3 of the species were seen on 
June 28 (Crompton). Two adult Bonaparte’s Gulls 
were at Moisie Bay, Que. on June 22 (JN). Several 
reports of a Little Gull at Jamaica Bay, L. I. were 
received in early August from a number of observers. 
Two Gull-billed Terns were reported at Mecox Bay, 
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L. I. in June (PB); a Forster's Tern was collected at 
Mecox Bay on Aug. 14 (PB). Five Royal Terns were 
seen about Mecox Bay during the summer (LW, 
et al.), 3 adults of this species were at Jones Beach, 
L. I. on June 22 (PWP). On June 30, following a 
day of high wind, a Cabot’s Tern was collected at 
Mecox Bay (PB); although this species has been 
found in New Jersey and New England, particularly 
after hurricanes, and De Kay records it as occurring 
in New York, this seems to be the first collected 
specimen. An adult Caspian Tern was seen on June 
24 on the Moisie River, Que. (JN). A Black Tern 
was reported at Norwich, N. Y. on July 21 (White), 
an unusual summer record for this vicinity. This spe- 
cies was also reported in New England, 6 on June 9 
at Ferrisburg (Betty Ball) and 1 in the Connecticut 
Lakes area on June 30 (EMH). 

Doves and Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves were re- 
ported pretty generally. Yellow-billed Cuckoos were 
practically non-existent as breeders in northern New 
Jersey and in the same area the Black-bill was at a 
new low (ESW); the Black-bill was locally scarce 
in central Vermont (T. S. Fillebrown) though it 
was seen almost daily at Topsham (A. and E. 
Macdonald); both species were rare near Ulverton, 
Que. (LMT, EET). 

Ouls——A Barn Owl was found, incubating a 
clutch of 6 eggs, April 23 (DP), in an old water 
tower at Brookhaven, L. I. A late date for a Snowy 
Owl in southern Quebec was June 1 at Ste. Anne 
des Monts (CA). Hawk Owls were seen on June 
6 and 23 at the Moisie River, Que., perhaps the 
same individual (JN); an immature Saw-whet Owl 
was found at Pittsfield, Vt. on June 12 (AMD). 

Chuck-will’s-widow—At 3 A.M. on June 18 at 
Holmdel], N. J. 1 was heard to call about 50 times 
(R. Ryan). 

Woodpeckers —At Hanover, N. H. Yellow-shaft- 
ed Flickers had a nest hole in a tree within 5 
feet of another nest hole occupied by a Sparrow 
Hawk; their families were raised without inter- 
ference. There has been an increase in the number 
of reports of Pileated Woodpeckers; the species was 
nesting in Katonah, Westchester Co., N. Y. (SOG); 
in northwestern Connecticut 3 nests were found, 1 
near Salisbury and 2 near Falls Village (AAS); these 
woodpeckers were seen in the streets of Northamp- 
ton, Mass. on June 25 and July 28 (SAE); a pair 
was reported at East Chatham, N. Y. (MS). Red- 
headed Woodpeckers seem to have increased as 
breeding birds, 7 nesting sites of this species have 
been found recently in Sussex County, N. J. (Ella 
C. Black); it is increasing slowly in the Watertown, 
N. Y. area where 3 recent nesting sites have been 
found (JBB); 2 birds were seen on Mount Greylock, 
Mass. on June 22 and 23 (Brookline B.C.) and 2 
at Shelburne, Vt. on July 24 (Staples). Five pairs 
of Arctic Woodpeckers with nests were found at 
Pittsburg, N. H. (EMH). One Three-toed Wood- 
pecker was seen on June 16 in Laurentides Park, 
Que. (Vera N. Hebert, ef al.). 

Flycatchers—Two Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, pro- 
bably very early fall migrants, but possible breeders, 
were seen in the Connecticut River Valley; 1 at 
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North Ferrisburg, Vt. on July 21 (Staples) and | 
on Aug. 6 at Northampton, Mass. (SAE); 10 were 
noted in Laurentides Park, Que. on June 15 and 16 
(VHH, et al.) and several other reports were made 
from southern Quebec (R. Cayouette, ef al.). In a 
wooded ravine in the southern Catskill Mountains. 
N. Y. 2 singing Acadian Flycatchers were found — 
the habitat was typical for the nesting of the species 
and both observers were familiar with the songs of 
the small Empidonax flycatchers; a subsequent visit 
to the site a few days later showed the birds stil] 
present and singing (F. Hough, D. Smiley). The 
reports of Traill’s Flycatchers have been unusually 
numerous. 

Horned Larks, Swallows—Horned Larks (Prairie) 
started a second nesting at Orient, L. I. on Aug. 8 
(RL) and near Ulverton, Que. adult Prairies were 
feeding young out of the nest on Aug. 17 (LMT, 
EET). At the Broome County [N. Y.] Airport these 
larks were seen breaking up popcorn and feeding 
small pieces to their young (Bemont). Young Tree 
Swallows, hatched in the vicinity of Topsham, Vt., 
all left the nests between June 23 and July 8; in 
the same locality the Bank Swallows had a long and 
very successful breeding season, and several nests 
still held young in mid-August (AM, EM). Cliff 
Swallows seemed more numerous throughout the 
Region than in past years; several new nesting sites 
were discovered around Canaan, Conn. (AAS). The 
Purple Martin colonies prospered in northwestern 
New Jersey; over 70 birds were seen at the Newton 
nesting colony and smaller numbers at the colonies 
in Andover, Stanhope and Blairstown (ECB). In 
Massachusetts the martins did not breed at Long- 
meadow as in past years, although they were reported 
there in late May. No nesting was recorded else- 
where in western Massachusetts although martins were 
present. In southern Quebec the species nested 
freely (RC, et al.). : 

Crows, Titmice and Nuthatches——Gray Jays were 
reported at Pittsburg, N. H. in late June (EMH); 
1 was seen at Franconia, N. H. (McDade) and 2 on 
June 15 at Wanakena, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. 
(JBB). Blue Jays have been very common through- 
out the Region. A pair of Common Ravens was at 
Pittsburg, N. H. in early June and 6 were seen at 
Chibougamau, Que. on June 17 (VHH). On May 
24 a Fish Crow was found nesting at Brookhaven, 
L. I.; the nest was composed largely of sticks stolen 
from a nearby Osprey’s nest (DP). Tufted Titmice 
bred in New Canaan, Conn. where a family repeatedly 
visited a local feeding shelf (A. A. Bristow). Red- 
breasted Nuthatches were rather scarce in most 
localities but an increase in numbers was reported 
at Pittsburg, N. H. (EMH); 3 were seen at Green 
Village, N. J. on Aug. 8 (C. Hoiles); on July 
9, 4 were seen at Norwich, N. Y. (White) where 
the elevation is over 1500 feet; the species was 
reported at Holyoke, Mass. on June 6 and on Aug. 
15; breeding was reported in the October Mountain 
State Forest in western Massachusetts and on June 
16 at Monroe, Mass. 

Creepers, Wrens.—The Brown Creeper is a very 
unusual summer bird at Canaan, Conn. but 1 was 
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noted there on June 5 (AAS); there were several 
reports of this species in western Massachusetts in 
late May and early June; on June 24 at Florida, 
N. Y. young were being fed (Holmes) as was the 
case at Northampton, Mass. on July 4; at Ashland, 
Mass. the song of a creeper was heard on July 13 
(SAE). Many reports indicated a local scarcity of 
House Wrens although they were numerous at Can- 
aan, Conn. where the last song was heard on July 
24 (AAS); on Mount Greylock Winter Wrens were 
unusually scarce, but at Pittsburg, N. H. there was 
a marked increase in numbers over past years (EMH). 
The Carolina Wren has increased on the north fork 
of eastern Long Island (RL); at Bedford, N. Y. 4 
were seen on Aug. 1 (SOG); 1 Carolina was found 
in the Catskill Mountains at the foot of Peekamoose 
Mountain on Aug. 18 (FH and DS); the species 
was reported in several localities in the Albany— 
Schenectady area as adults with 2 young were seen 
at Scotia on June 14 (EH); in Massachusetts the 
species was reported at Sheffield, Shelbourne and 
Greenfield. Long-billed Marsh Wrens have abandoned 
their former nesting sites at Agawam and Long- 
meadow, Mass. but a new nesting site was found at 
Holyoke with probably 3 pairs breeding; as in the 
past few years nesting was reported at Brookfield, 
Mass. (Crompton) and at Vergennes, Vt. (Staples). 
Three or 4 pairs of Short-billed Marsh Wrens spent 
the summer near Ulverton, Que. Four nests were 
found but only 1 was occupied (7 eggs on July 24, 
young a day or 2 old on Aug. 6); another brood was 
seen on Aug. 22 (LMT and EET); 4 of this spe- 
cies were at Barrington, Huntington Co., Que. on 
July 25 (J. N. and L. Cingq-Mars). One of these 
wrens was at Sherburne, N. Y. from June 15 to at 
least July 6 (White). d 

Mockingbirds and Thrushes—A pair of Mocking- 
birds nested at Fort Tilden, L. I., 2 young (1 
banded) were being fed on July 7 (PWP); a 
Mocker was seen near Schenectady, N. Y. on June 
14 (J. K. Meritt); a pair bred at Lake De Forest in 
Rockland Co., N. Y. and 2 of the young were 
found on June 4 (I. J. Kennedy), a first record for 
this area. A Mocker was at Greenfield, Mass. from 
June 17 to 25 (Weeks) and a nest of this species 
containing 4 eggs was found at Keene, N. H. on 
June 7 (T. Richards). At Tadoussac, Que. at the 
mouth of the Saguenay River, 2 Mockingbirds 
were seen about Aug. 1 and from their behavior 
it seemed that their nest must be in the near vicinity 
(H. H. Mills, et al.). At Topsham, Vt. the song of 
the Wood Thrush was heard daily until July 24 
(AM, EM); and from north of Pittsburg, N. H. 
the species was found on June 15, co-occupying this 
Canadian zone area with the Spruce Grouse and the 
Gray Jay (EMH). Hermit Thrushes sang into early 
August at Topsham, Vt. (AM, EM); there were 
several reports of singing Hermits in the vicinity 
of Binghamton, N. Y. On its nesting grounds the 
Olive-backed Thrush showed a considerable increase. 
On June 5 an adult ¢ Greenland Wheatear was 

en on the Moisie River, Que. (JN), the observer 
re ample opportunity for a leisurely study of 
the bird. 





Sylviids, Waxwings and Shrikes—Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers nested again in Green Village, N. J.; no 
eggs or young were seen although an adult seemed 
to be incubating and later carrying food to the nest 
(J. Hand). Six Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen 
on October Mountain near Pittsfield, Mass. on June 
16 (Schumacher); 2 were found (1 singing) near 
Norwich, N. Y. on July 7 (White). An increase in 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets was reported in northern 
New Hampshire (EMH) and the species seemed 
common in southern Quebec in mid-summer (VHH). 
There was an unusual invasion of Cedar Waxwings 
on Fishers Island, L. I. where the bird is usually very 
rare; it is estimated that hundreds nested there 
(HLF, Jr.); at Ulverton, Que. on Aug. 8 a Red 
Squirrel was seen sitting on the rim of the nest of 
a Cedar Waxwing eating the nestlings; nuts and 
coniferous seeds have been scarce in that area and 
it is probable that the squirrels were responsible for 
the loss of many other broods of different species 
(LMT, EET). A Loggerhead Shrike was noted on 
Fishers Island on Aug. 18, a very unusual occurrence 
there (HLF, Jr.). 

Vireos and Warblers Seven Philadelphia Vireos 
were seen near Pittsburg, N. H. where they presum- 
ably were nesting (EMH). The Prothonotary War- 
bler again nested at Princeton, N. J. (E. Bloor). 
A Worm-eating Warbler, apparently a breeding bird, 
was singing at Falls Village in northwestern Connec- 
ticut from May 19 to the end of that month (AAS); 
a warbler of this species, an unusual bird on eastern 
Long Island (RL), was at Greenport, L. I. on July 
24. Young Blue-winged Warblers were seen at Holy- 
oke, Mass. on July 7 and 13. For the last 2 or 3 
years a 6 Brewster's Warbler has appeared at Holy- 
oke, Mass. and remained through June; this year 
1 was present but was seen from May 8 to 14 only; 
a Brewster's was seen at Arcadia Sanctuary, East- 
hampton, Mass. on May 16. A @ Lawrence's War- 
bler was found near South Egremont, Mass. on June 
23 (E. Spurr, Jr.); the identification was confirmed 
by Stone on June 27. A singing Cerulean Warbler 
was seen on June 19 at Lake Trois Saumons, Que. 
(L-A. Lord). On Peekamoose Mountain in the Cat- 
skills a Black-poll Warbler was seen on Aug. 18, 
where it was still singing (FH and DS); 2 44 
were at Norfolk, Conn. on June 17 (RMH); the 
species is nesting as usual on Mount Greylock, 
Mass. and on Mount Ascutney, Vt. (Seamans). A 
(Yellow) Palm Warbler was at Amherst, Mass. on 
the unusual date of Aug. 4 (Staples). In a spruce 
bog at Norfolk, Conn. 6 pairs of Northern Water- 
thrushes were present during the normal nesting 
season and 3 other pairs were found in adjacent 
areas (RMH). A Kentucky Warbler was singing at 
Greenport, L. I. on July 3 (RL). There were sev- 
eral Mourning Warblers seen on the ski slope of 
Bellayre Mountain in the Catskills in mid-July 
(Ilse and H. Dunbar); there were fewer than usual 
of these warblers breeding on Mount Greylock, 
Mass.; the species was found nesting at Sherburne, 
Vt. (M. Broun); at Pittsburg, N. H. the count 
showed 26 individuals in late June (EMH). 

Yellow-breasted Chats were reported at South 
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Egremont, Mass. in early June and near Watertown, 
N. Y. on July 4; the last song at Canaan, Conn. 
was heard on July 8 (AAS). The Hooded Warbler 
showed an increase in northern New Jersey, parti- 
cularly about Morristown (ESW); a pair of these 
warblers was at Norwich, N. Y. in early July. 

Icterids —Bobolinks were generally numerous ex- 
cept in those areas where their open-country nesting 
grounds have been ‘developed’ as is the case in 
northern New Jersey; there was a large colony of 
these birds at South Canaan, Conn. where the last 
song was heard on July 2 (AAS). The Western 
Meadowlark, previously reported at Gifford, Que., 
was present until Aug. 8 and was seen by many 
observers. This ¢ apparently mated with an Eastern 
Meadowlark; the nest was found and on July 21 
the 2 young were banded—1 of these nestlings was 
taken to the Quebec Zoological Garden so that its 
development might be studied (RC); the finders 
of the nest were B. Asselin and R. St. Laurent. 

An Orchard Oriole came to Cobleskill, N. Y., where 
the species has nested for 5 consecutive years but it 
disappeared in early June without breeding (FH). 
Six Rusty Blackbirds were seen in Kilkenny Town- 
ship in northern New Hampshire in mid-August 
(RMH) and 12 were counted near Pittsburg, N. H. 
in late June (EMH). 

Finches —Cardinals again nested near Schenectady, 
N. Y., where a pair with young was seen on July 21 
(Eddy); a @ was seen near Gloversville, N. Y. ap 
July 28 (Fitzgerald); near Pittsburg, N. H. more 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen than ever before 
(F. Scott). At Saranac Lake, N. Y. about 12 pairs 
of Evening Grosbeaks with young appeared at a 
feeding shelf on June 23; the Evening Grosbeak 
was seen and heard frequently from Old Forge north 
through the central Adirondacks (GTC); in the 
eastern Adirondacks 2 were seen at Elizabethtown 
on July 23 (G. Carleton). At Gaysville, Vt. 20 
appeared at a feeder regularly, many of them being 
young (R. E. Bishop)—this probably represented 
a new breeding colony; 4 were seen in the town of 
Victory, Vt. on June 29 (Keyes) and there were 
wandering flocks throughout the summer at Pitts- 
burg, N. H., the maximum flock containing 25 birds 
(FS); 2 of this species were seen on June 20 at 
Lake Trois Saumons, Que. (RC and L-AL). In 
Laurentides Park, Que. these birds were rather nu- 
merous in mid-June (VHH). 

Purple Finches were unusually common since early 
spring near Ulverton, Que. and in summer bands of 
young were seen daily (LMT, EET). House Finches 
increased at New Canaan, Conn.; 3 or 4 pairs were 
at a feeding station there at one time (AAB). Pine 
Grosbeaks bred at Ste. Anne des Monts, Que., 8 
being seen on June 24 and 27 (CA). A @ sub-adult 
Red Crossbill and 1 young White-wing were on 
Mount Greylock, Mass. on June 13 (SAE) and a 
small flock of Reds was at Pittsburg, N. H. in late 
June; 5 White-wings were in the same area (EMH); 
the latter species was common on Basque Isle, Que. 
(LMT, EET).—Cuwartes K. NICHOLS, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, New 
York. 


394 














































MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION .—The 
whole Region suffered during the summer from 4 
drought that reached serious proportions. Never jn 
the history of the 
Weather Bureay 
has a drought been 
so prolonged and 
devastating in the 
northern part of 
the Region. The 
Eastern Shore of 
Maryland and Vir- 
ginia was parched 
throughout the 
season. July was 
the driest in 50 
years at Philadel- 
phia and Atlantic 
City and the driest 
in 75 years at 
Washington. Many shrubs and even trees were killed, 
Since there were no severe storms or high winds or 
tides, colonial nesting birds and Clapper Rails have 
had a good season. 

Loons and Grebes—J. M. Abbott found a Red- 
throated Loon at Ocean City, Md., on July 3. A 
Pied-billed Grebe with 2 young was observed on a 
lake near Elverson, Pa., June 26 (Nevin Musser). 
Two Horned Grebes in breeding plumage were still 
present at the Chincoteague Causeway, Va. on May 
31 (F. R. Scott). 

Herons, Ibises—The most interesting feature of 
the season is to be found in the satisfactory reports 
from many heronries. A previously unknown one, 
investigated by William Forward, a mile outside the 
Brigantine Refuge, N. J., was the outstanding find 
of the summer. The following estimated numbers 
were present: Great Blue Heron, 4; Am. Egret, 75; 
Snowy Egret, 150; Little Blue Heron, 100; Black- 
crowned Night Heron, 150; Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron, 4; Louisiana Heron, 2; Green Heron, 10; 
Glossy Ibis, 10. A nest of the Glossy Ibis with 4 
eggs was found, this being the farthest north breed- 
ing record for the state. This species continues to 
increase as a breeding bird along the New Jersey 
coast. A high count of 35 was made at the Stone 
Harbor Bird Sanctuary on July 26 (R. A. Sundell, 
et al.). The Mills Island heronry on the Maryland 
coast had a successful season, with Louisiana Herons 
increasing to an estimated 50 pairs, outnumbering 
both the Am. Egrets and the Little Blues, and about 
equal in numbers to the Black-crowned Night Herons; 
the Snowy Egret, with 75 pairs, being still the com- 
monest bird. On June 1 as many as 11 Glossy Ibises 
were present at this colony, as well as 5 Cattle 
Egrets (Neil Hotchkiss); and on June 12 R. E. 
Stewart and C. S. Robbins banded young of all these 
species except the Cattle Egret. The Hollis Marsh 
Island colony on the Potomac River, Va. had in June 
200 pairs of Am. Egrets, 5 of Snowy Egrets, 100 of 
Little Blue, and 75 of Black-crowned Night Herons 
(JMA). A heronry at Assawoman Inlet, Hog Creek, 
just west of Wallop’s Island, Va., had the following 
estimated or counted numbers of nests on May 30, 
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them with young, many of which were 
banded: Snowy Egret, 150; Louisiana Heron, 90; 
Green Heron, 102, plus 45 empty nests (J. M. 
Valentine, F. R. Scott). On June 1 the Hog Island, 
Va. heronry had the following estimated numbers of 
nests: Am. Egret, 5; Snowy Egret, 500; Louisiana 
Heron, 400; Little Blue, 100; Black-crowned Night 
Heron, 60; Glossy Ibis, 3 (FRS, JMV). A D. C. 
Audubon Society group of 23 counted 21 Cattle 
Egrets on Piney Island, Chincoteague Refuge, Va. 
on Aug. 10 and 11, of which 6 were in adult 
plumage, while 15 showed varying amounts of buff 
(P. A. DuMont, et al.). In the Cape May, N. J., 
area it was not unusual to see as many as 8 Cattle 
Egrets at one time in any of the various cattle fields. 
Valentine saw 20 Glossy Ibises at Chincoteague on 
July 17, and the D. C. group saw 18 around one 
of the rain pools there on Aug. 10. 

Geese, Ducks—An adult and 2 non-flying young 
Canada Geese in June give the first breeding evidence 
for the New Bloomfield, Pa. area (Harold Russell, 
fide Dr. O. K. Stephenson). On June 8 an adult 
Canada Goose with 3 small young appeared in the 
Audubon Shrine Pond, Audubon, Pa. (J. d’A. 
Northwood). Fifty or more Blue-winged Teal were 
present throughout the breeding season in Brigantine 
Refuge, and a Wood Duck with young was seen 
(WF). On June 26 a late nesting Mallard was 
sitting on 12 eggs on an island in Sinepuxent Bay, 
Md. (CSR). At Chincoteague in June, Valentine 
counted 2 broods of Mallards, about 35 of Black 
Ducks, 2 of Gadwalls, and 2 of Blue-winged Teals, 
and on Aug. 13 he saw a brood of 9 Gadwalls 
almost ready to fly. Three male Surf Scoters and 
one male and 3 female Am. Scoters summered at 
Ocean City, Md. (JMA). . 

Eagles—In late March and April, 6 active Bald 
Eagle nests were located in south Jersey (Edward 
Manners, J. K. Potter), including one near Dividing 
Creek with 2 well-grown young on May 4 (Mr. 
and Mrs. Leroy Cassaboon) and one near Port 
Norris (Don Kunkle). It was estimated that there 
were at least 10 and not more than 15 pairs in the 
area. 

Coots—A pair of Am. Coots stayed at Elverson, 
Pa., from June 9 to July 10 (NM). 

Shorebirds—At Beach Haven Inlet, N. J. an Am. 
Oyster-catcher’s nest with 3 eggs was discovered on 
May 17 (West Chester Bird Club, fide Miss M. S. 
Goodwin). A Curlew Sandpiper was seen there on 
July 28 (Alan Brady). At Bombay Hook, Del. a 
Ruff was found on July 7 (John Miller, D. Cutler); 
and 2 Am. Avocets frequented the Refuge in July. 
Two young Am. Oyster-catchers, nearly ready to fly, 
were found on an island off South Point, Md., June 
12 (RES, CSR, A. J. Duvall). Abbott saw a Stilt 
Sandpiper at Ocean City, Md., Aug. 15. Scott makes 
the interesting observation that the Willet is a 
colonial nesting bird. His view is based on the chang- 
ing concentrations from place to place along the 
Chincoteague Causeway each year. At the Assawoman 

okery he and Valentine flushed Willets from 19 

ccupied nests on May 30, in one case 2 nests with 
ggs being only 25 feet apart. 
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Gulls, Terns.—Laughing Gull colonies in New 
Jersey had a successful season. At Stone Harbor on 
June 29 an estimate of 5000 adults and many young 
was made, along with 5 adult and one young Herring 
Gull (B. K. Matlack, S. Quickmire). At the Egg 
Island colony north of Atlantic City about 1000 
flying young were seen on Aug. 5 (WF, JKP), also 
7 Herring Gulls showing parental interest. John H. 
Grey observed a Least Tern colony of 20 pairs of 
adults and 4 nests with eggs on the Colonial Park- 
way, between Williamsburg, Va. and Jamestown, but 
reported that the birds deserted after the Park 
Service workers plowed the nesting grounds to sow 
grass. Maryland had an amazing increase of Royal 
Terns, 378 nests being counted on islands off South 
Point, and 347 young banded (RES, CSR, AJD). At 
least 300 Black Terns, a few in near breeding 
plumage, were seen at Chincoteague Refuge, Aug. 10 
and 11 (PAD, ef al.). 

Guillemot—A Black Guillemot in whitish plum- 
age came down on Lake Ontelaunee near Reading. 
Pa. with a large concentration of 26 species of water- 
fowl on April 6, after two days of heavy rain and 
winds. The identification was confirmed by the 
vermilion feet (Earl L. Poole). 

Cuckoos to Woodpeckers—Both cuckoos, but es- 
pecially the Yellow-billed, have staged something 
of a come-back over last year in Pennsylvania (OKS). 
The two species were found nesting in the same 
blackberry bush at Tinicum, Pa., June 22 (D. Cutler). 
Dr. John W. Richards saw a Saw-whet Owl in his 
yard at Emmitsburg, Md., in mid-July, a most unusual 
occurrence. Abbott found 31 dead Chimney Swifts 
on May 20, killed by cars at Hunting Creek, Va., 
where about 1400 birds were flying low after insects. 
The Pileated Woodpecker is increasing at New 
Bloomfield, Pa. and is now found in second-growth 
woodland (OKS). The Red-bellied Woodpecker is 
also increasing there and gradually invading areas 
where it was once rare, while the Red-headed Wood- 
pecker has almost disappeared. 

Flycatchers to Mockingbirds —A Western Kingbird 
was seen at Manahawkin, N. J. on the very unusual 
date of July 11 (Wm. Parker). Mr. and Mrs. James 
V. Moran saw and heard a Traill’s Flycatcher at the 
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, Washington, D. C. 
on June 9, but the bird could not be found later in 
the month. An early migrant Olive-sided Flycatcher 
was seen at Emmitsburg, Md., Aug. 13 (JWR, Paul 
O’Brien). The Prairie Horned Lark has shown a 
marked increase as a breeding bird in the New 
Bloomfield, Pa. area (OKS). A concentration of 1000 
Bank Swallows was observed at Penns Manor, Pa. on 
June 23, a very early date for such a flock (AB, J. 
Mcllvain). Six Rough-winged Swallows and 2 oc- 
cupied nest holes on May 3 near Mappsville, Ac- 
comack County, provide the first summer record for 
the Virginia Eastern Shore (FRS). Fred M. Packard 
saw a Bewick’s Wren on June 28 and 30 at Fairfax, 
Va. in a section where the species has not been 
recorded in summer for a long time. The Mocking- 
bird is now a commonplace bird around Philadelphia, 
and is spreading out in all directions. It is now 
common about New Bloomfield, Pa., where it was 
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once very rare, with pairs recorded this summer 
and numerous individuals seen (OKS). Five nests 
were discovered in the vicinity of Reading this 
summer (EP). 

Warblers to Sparrows —A nest of the Prothono- 
tary Warbler was found at Moselem, Pa., May 19, 
the bird being watched by many observers and still 
present as late as June 15 (EP). Scott banded an 
early Northern Water-thrush at Richmond, Va., Aug. 
12. An Orchard Oriole was seen in May at New 
Bloomfield, Pa., the first in 5 years (Leroy Myers). 
Packard found a Brewer's Blackbird at Fairfax, Va. 
on May 2, and 2 on May 4. A Pine-woods Sparrow 
was seen and heard singing at Atsion, N. J. in the 
Pine Barrens on June 16 (Frank McLaughlin, Fred 
Ulmer); this we believe to be the only record for 
the state—JULIAN K. Potrer, 437 Park Avenue, 
Collingswood, N. J. and J. J. Murray, 6 White 
Street, Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Our nesting season passed without sensation, so far 
as our reports show. More than the usual number 
of comments 
concerned un: 
successful first 
attempts with 
little or no 
proof of weath- 
er connection 
other than “a 
few cool days 
in early May. 
During June, 
3} «=the upper in- 
land areas were 
warm. They re- 
ceived some excess rainfall but were again in near 
drought stage in July. The coastal areas generally 
were about normal in temperature but also lacked 
rain. Over the Region as a whole, it was a dry 
summer and water tables are still down. 

Reported observations, normally low during this 
period, were slim or entirely wanting. However, 
since our nesting season begins well in advance of 
the stated reporting period, a number of records 
were on hand from the preceding report—and even 
from the winter report—since Cardinals began sing- 
ing in coastal South Carolina, Jan. 29, Mockingbirds 
had laid 4 eggs there by Feb. 17, and Brown-headed 
Nuthatches were building in middle North Carolina 
by March 6. 

Dr. Charles H. Blake recently moved into the 
Region from Massachusetts, and operating as a 
bander, has contributed his assessment of the season 
up to Aug. 1 at Hillsboro in central North Carolina. 
He rated production good for Eastern Phoebe, Eastern 
Meadowlark and Field Sparrow; moderate, or moder- 
ate to good for Carolina Wren, Wood Thrush, Eastern 
Bluebird and Oven-bird; and poor for Mockingbird, 
Brown Thrasher, Cardinal and Chipping Sparrow. 
Blake also commented upon the failure of first nest- 
ings. 

In Charleston County, 250 miles south of Hillsboro, 
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Ernest Cutts, who contributed data on 180 separate 
nests exclusive of colony breeders, thought that 
there were no very marked abnormalities. Mockers, 
Brown Thrashers, Orchard Orioles, and Boat-tailed 
Grackles were somewhat early. Warbler nesting was 
about on schedule. First attempts of some of the 
seabird colonies were largely wiped out by the high 
spring tides. 

Of the few unusual reports, the most noteworthy 
are a large breeding colony of Glossy Ibis near 
Georgetown, S. C. (Sprunt); extension of range of 
the Least Flycatcher in Georgia (Denton); of the 
Barn Swallow in North Carolina (Trott); and of the 
Am. Robin in Georgia (Tomkins). 

Pelicans—On Aug. 7, Robert L. Wolff, piloted 
by Alvin P. Noltemeier, U. S. Game Management 
Agent, Washington, N. C., visited Shell Island near 
Ocracoke, N. C. by seaplane. He noted about 35 
Brown Pelican nests, 87 immatures and 162 mature 
birds. At this same site ten years ago (Aug. 6, 1947) 
Wolff found 14 nests, 33 immatures and 55 mature 
birds. The season was more advanced this year; many 
of the young had already reached flying stage. 
Production at the Bull’s Bay colonies was good. 

Egrets, Herons, Ibises—Two Cattle Egrets in 
breeding plumage were seen, April 29, at the Pea 
Island Refuge on the upper North Carolina coast 
(Mrs. I. C. Hoover); at least 2 nests (4 eggs and 
1 egg) and 4 adults were located, May 8, at South- 
port, N. C., where they were first found nesting last 
summer (John B. Funderburg, Charles E. DePoe). 
Fifty-odd nests of the Am. Egret containing from 1 
egg to fledglings were at the Southport colony, May 
8 (JBF, CED); Cutts saw hundreds of nests (1-4 
eggs), April 13 on Drum Island, Charleston harbor; 
at the Blackbeard Refuge on an island off the upper 
Georgia coast, E. O. Mellinger noted 10 nests, May 
23 and 24; at Kerr Lake near Henderson, N. C., 
Mrs. A. W. Bachman did not find them present until 
Aug. 4—about a month later than usual. Funderburg 
and DePoe counted above 100 Snowy Egret nests 
at Southport, May 8, with eggs and young in all 
stages of development; above 100 nests with 1 to 4 
eggs were at the Charleston colony, April 13 (EC); 
some 200 nests—mostly with young—were at Black- 
beard, May 23 and 24 (EOM). Louisiana Herons 
nested in fair numbers at Southport, at Charleston, 
and at Blackbeard. At the former more than 125 
nests in varying stages were counted, May 8 (JBF, 
CED); at the latter, Mellinger noted about 100 
nests—with young—May 23 and 24. Also at these 
refuges, Little Blues were noted, but in smaller 
numbers: 60 or more at Southport and 25 at 
Blackbeard. Robert Overing reported 1 young and 
2 adult Green Herons at Lake Murray near Chapin, 
S. C., June 25; at Charleston, a nest contained 3 
eggs, May 17. Black-crowned Night Heron nests at 
Southport numbered 10; at Blackbeard, 12; and in 
greater numbers at Charleston; at inland North 
Wilkesboro, N. C., Wendell P. Smith flushed an 
immature bird, July 20, in a marshy area in the 
middle of a cornfield. Mellinger, at home at the 
Savannah River Refuge, found nesting Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons scattered along old rice field 
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Some he found as early as April 16; and 


canals 
some nests contained young well into July. At 
Southport, in the Fort Caswell section, Bill Roe and 


party counted 15 on a pond back of the sand dunes, 
July 25. Wood Ibises were not reported from either 
of the Carolinas but doubtless were present on the 
South Carolina coast, at least. Mellinger noted 
“hundreds in the same nesting area at Blackbeard 
with the herons and ibises—but no evidence of 
nesting,’ May 23 and 24; Richard G. Kuerzi at St. 
Marys in southeastern Georgia reported up to 40 
roaming the area during May with only a few re- 
maining after June 10, and no evidence of nesting. 
A very large colony of Glossy Ibises on the Wacca- 
maw River near Georgetown, S. C. was visited by 
Alexander Sprunt and son, Sandy, June 5. Sprunt 
estimated the Glossies to number 150-160 birds. All 
available growth, including the grasses surrounding 
the trees and brush, was used to support the nests. 
All stages of development of eggs and young were 
found. At the Southport colony, Funderburg and 
DePoe found 7 nests with 1-4 eggs, May 8. There 
were 15 adults present. At Gallinule Pond near 
Southport, Bill Roe and party counted 18 Glossies, 
Aug. 4 (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry). On July 24, Mrs. 
Appleberry and Clifford Comeau watched an adult 
White Ibis and 4 young at Gallinule Pond. Judging 
by the behavior of the young in following closely the 
movements of the old bird, they concluded that the 
breeding ground was not far away; at Drum Island, 
Cutts counted 4 nests with 3 eggs each, 2 with 2 
eggs, and 1 with 1 egg; at the Blackbeard Refuge, 
Mgr. Seth L. Wineland saw “a number’ of White 
Ibises on nests, July 2. 

Ducks —Black Ducks, which nest in limited, num- 
bers in eastern North Carolina, were reported only 
from Mattamuskeet Refuge where Mgr. Cahoon 
noted a single brood of 7 following an adult. Also 
at Mattamuskeet, groups of 6 and 9 young Wood 
Ducks were seen; at Savannah Refuge, Mellinger 
found fewer broods this summer. A single Ring- 
necked Duck summered at Savannah. It was able 
to fly short distances, at least. 

Hawks.—A Broad-winged Hawk was reported in 
the Wilmington area, Brunswick County, Aug. 1 
(John Irvine); fewer than usual were seen in the 
vicinity of Charlotte and no nest was reported there. 
E. Burnham Chamberlain noted an apparent court- 
ship display between 2 Ospreys at Charleston—one 
bird carrying a piece of pine bark, or possibly a 
cone, in its claws for some time as they wheeled 
past each other, March 20; a colony of 10-15 nests 
and upward to 30 adults was located on the North 
Carolina coast west of Long Beach (Bill Roe). Two 
Sparrow Hawks, known to nest rarely at Wilming- 
ton, were seen, Aug. 14, at nearby Hamstead (JI, 
Mrs. A.). 

Gallinules through Stilts —Purple Gallinules bred 
abundantly at the Savannah Refuge. Mellinger placed 
the count at “at least 1000 pairs.” Cutts listed 6 


Am. Oyster-catcher nests, upward to 4 eggs each, 
near Charleston. He found quantities of nests with 
eggs and young at the Bull’s Bay colonies, June 22 
and 23. He also found Wilson’s Plover nests as 




















































early as April 30 with 3 eggs. Willets were mating 
on the upper South Carolina coast by April 13 
(B. R. Chamberlain and party); 5 nests with 4 eggs 
each were found at Southport, May 8 (JBF, CED). 
Black-necked Stilts were at Hatteras, Mattamuskeet, 
and in the Southport area through the summer. No 
nest was reported. 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers—Some 4500 Laughing 
Gulls were nesting at the Ocracoke colony, Aug. 7 
(RLW). Cutts noted hundreds of nests witl eggs 
and young at Bull’s Bay, June 22 and 23. There 
were a good many nests of Gull-billed Terns at the 
Bull’s Bay colony (EC). Wolff put the Common 
Tern breeding population at Ocracoke at 150. There 
was a good Least Tern representation at Bull’s Bay. 
Royal Terns were estimated in the hundreds at 
Bull’s Bay. The figure at Ocracoke was 1200 pairs, 
Aug. 7 (RLW). Cutts counted 7 Cabot’s Tern 
nests at Bull’s Bay, June 23. Wolff, assisted by 
Billy Brown and Jimmy Rhodes, banded a num- 
ber of Black Skimmers in the Oregon Inlet area, 
July 26; 24 nests, with 1-4 eggs but no young, were 
found at the Southport colony, May 8 (JBF, CED) ; 
Cutts reported 12 nests, each with 4 eggs, June 8, 
in the Charleston area and a very good population at 
Bull’s Bay. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls, Goatsuckers—Three 
Mourning Dove nests were found and 14 adults 
counted at the Southport heron colony, May 8; at 
Charleston Cutts saw 3 sets, 2 eggs each, May 15, 
July 7 and Aug. 13. He also noted 2 eggs of the 
Ground Dove, April 28; a pair of Ground Doves 
was watched daily during the week of June 16 at 
Long Beach near Southport but no nest was found 
(BRC). Yellow-billed Cuckoos had young in a nest 
by April 29 at Charleston; Charles H. Blake reported 
that several adults appeared rather suddenly, June 
15, 2 to 3 miles north of Hillsboro, N. C., and 
that on the following day at least 4 were within 
earshot; Kuerzi found them apparently more plenti- 
ful this breeding season at St. Marys, Ga., “probably 
reflecting a return to their normal numbers.” At 
Bray's Island, Beaufort Co., S. C., William P. 
Baldwin found the nest of a Barn Owl on the floor 
of a duck blind well out in a pond. The adult was 
incubating and brooding 3-4 eggs and 2 very small 
young, March 16 (EBC). At Medway Plantation, 
Berkeley Co., March 20, Baldwin showed to Dr. 
Oberholser, E. A. Williams and EBC, 2 young 
Horned Owls in a nest built by Ospreys; and at 
Eastover, S. C. Mrs. W. H. Faver noted a pair 
“courting” in a large pine, March 30. Three Chuck- 
will’s-widows and one set of eggs were found at the 
Southport heron colony, May 8 (JBF, CED). Also 
at this site were 2 sets of Common Nighthawk eggs 
—4 adults present, May 8, and on June 14 Waters 
Thompson visited the colony and found 4 nests. 
Three had eggs and the other, a young bird; 3 
sets of eggs were found at Charleston, 2 on May 8, 
the other, May 20 (EC). Cutts’ report included 2 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird nests, 2 eggs each, 
May 26. 

Kingfishers through Swallows.—A pair of Belted 
Kingfishers (thought to be post-breeding wanderers) 
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appeared, Aug. 10, near St. Marys (RGK). A pair 
of Red-headed Woodpeckers had young on the wing, 
Aug. 14, at Aynor, S. C. (Mrs. G. E. Charles). 
An appreciable increase in the population of Eastern 
Kingbirds was commented upon by Mrs. A. W. 
Bachman at Henderson, N. C., and by Wendell 
Smith at North Wilkesboro. Smith located 4 nesting 
pairs in the area occupied by one pair last summer. 
A group of Gray Kingbirds spent some weeks 
around Southport village. The first was noted, June 
28, on a wire, by Waters Thompson; on Aug. 21, 
4 were present at this same site and one of these 
was examined closely by Cecil Appleberry who 
thought that the head shading was not so dark as 
the birds he had seen in Florida: he suspected it 
might be a bird of the year. Again on the 22nd, 
3 were present (Mrs. A.). Visiting in Pickens 
County in upper inland South Carolina, Cutts located 
16 Eastern Phoebe nests, all with young, May 11. 
Five Acadian Flycatcher nests were located in the 
Charleston area: 3 eggs, May 22; 2 nests with 2 
eggs and 2 with 3 eggs, May 26 (EC). Twelve 
miles north of Lenoir, Fred May found an Acadian 
nest and 3 eggs in a hemlock 150 feet from the 
nearest stream, June 1. Wendell Smith reported 
2 pairs of Traill’s Flycatchers apparently nesting 
along Cub Creek near Wilkesboro, N. C., and 2 
other pairs in a woodland swamp near North Wilkes- 
boro. On Aug. 9 he noted behavior at the swamp 
indicating that the young were still with their parents. 
No nest was found. Smith also found a Least Fly- 
catcher, July 6 and 9, at North Wilkesboro, “the 
first since the spring migration.” J. Fred Denton 
reported a range extension of the Least in Georgia: 
“Found breeding in the little village of Suches, 
extreme southern Union County, Ga., elevation 2500 
ft. Three different pairs located—one of which was 
feeding young out of nest, June 18. Adult male 
collected. Identity confirmed by John Aldrich. Pre- 
vious breeding records for Georgia were all in 
Rabun County.” Fewer swallows were seen in the 
Southport area (Long Beach) this summer than 
last. Comparative figures: 25-100 daily against 200- 
500 (Bill Roe, Mrs. A.). Seven Rough-winged Swal- 
low nests were seen under construction in Pickens 
County, May 11 (EC); at least 3 pairs nested within 
one-half mile of North Wilkesboro but were not 
seen there after July 20 (WPS). Kuerzi noted a 
Barn Swallow at St. Marys, June 30, and is hopeful 
of eventual breeding there; several nests were again 
located under Thompson’s dock on the Inland Water- 
way at Southport; and a few miles west on the 
ocean front on Long Beach, these active nests were 
examined, June 20: 5 young, 3-4 days old; 3 eggs, 
1 young, 1 day old; 4 young, 5-6 days old; 3 young, 
5-6 days. All were located in the same garage 
under a dwelling (BRC). The outstanding Barn 
Swallow find, however, was reported by John Trott 
who visited a site 1 mile southwest of Albemarle, 
Stanly Co., N. C. and verified a report by Mrs. J. 
U. Whitlock of at least 3 active nests found on 
April 26 in the top of a barn there. The previous 
owner of the barn stated that swallows had nested 
there for at least three years. 
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Jays through Wrens.—Of 7 Blue Jay nests in the 
Charleston area, the first (3 eggs) was located, April 
12; another contained 5 eggs on the 18th of April; 
the last had 4 eggs, May 26 (EC). Carolina Chick. 
adees had 6 eggs by March 31 at Charleston but 
the first young out of the nest noted by Mrs. Charles 
at Aynor was on May 5. Titmice were feeding 
fledglings at Aynor, April 30. A White-breasted 
Nuthatch was carrying nesting material at Medway 
Plantation near Charleston, March 20 (EBC). At 
Greensboro, N. C., George A. Smith reported Brown. 
headed Nuthatches “nesting in my side yard,’ March 
16; at Charlotte, Joseph R. Norwood recorded a nest 
started in a nesting box, March 6. At Charleston a 
pair of Carolina Wrens carried a nesting attempt to 
5 eggs in the rear bumper of an active automobile, 
June 12 (EC). 

Mockingbirds through Shrikes.—Mockingbirds 
caused comment at Aynor and at Chapin, S. C. by 
building in small pines. Both cases were successful. 
Four young left the Aynor nest, June 9, and the 
brood was out of the Chapin nest, May 28 (RO). 
An earlier brood was awing at Chapin, May 6 
(GEC). Cutts listed 7 Mockingbird nests; the first 
(not successful) had 4 eggs, Feb. 17—his earliest. 
Two unsuccessful Catbird nests were recorded by 
Mrs. Charles: nesting material carried, June 8, and 
again on July 2. This completed nest was occupied 
until July 11 when the eggs were stolen. Two nests 
were located near Pickens, May 11-12 (EC). Three 
Brown Thrasher eggs were being incubated, March 
23, at Aynor. They were abandoned on April 1. The 
first Brown Thrasher song of the season at Aynor 
was heard on Feb. 7 (GEC). Ivan Tomkins reported 
an Am. Robin nest with 2 eggs at Savannah, Ga., 
June 10. This appears to be a first for the location; 
a breeding pair was noted at Wilmington by Mrs. 
Appleberry. Two young were in her yard, May 31. 
A Veery was reported singing at Blowing Rock, 
June 22 (WPS). At Birdsong Plantation, Thomas- 
ville, Ga. Mrs. E. V. Komarek found young Eastern 
Bluebirds out of the nesting box as early as March 
31; Cutts reported 5 eggs, April 7, at Charleston. 
He also reported a shrike nest with 6 eggs there, 
April 1. 

Vireos, Warblers —White-eyed Vireos had 3 eggs 
by April 7 at Charleston. A breeding pair of Solitary 
Vireos was located near Clark's Hill, Columbia Co., 
Ga.—just 22 miles from Augusta, June 30; another 
singing male was heard in the same area. This is a 
slight extension of its range in the Southeast (JFD); 
Cutts reported 4 nests, all with young in Pickens 
County, S. C., May 11. Mrs. Hoover tracked down 
2 singing Swainson’s Warblers near Kitty Hawk, 
upper North Carolina coast, April 30. Breeding Yel- 
low Warblers disappeared from North Wilkesboro, 
July 20. A Black-throated Green Warbler, not pre- 
viously noted by Smith in the area during the nesting 
season, was singing on Bushy Mountain (elevation 
1500 ft); another was a mile distant (elevation 
2100 ft). “This latter, I heard throughout June.” 
Cutts found one Prairie Warbler nest with 4 eggs, 
and another being built, May 11, at Pickens; not 
over one pair nested at Matthews, where several 











nests 4 
male 
Lenoir: 
North 

more | 


new NS) 
Warbl 
male, 
our fe 
contalf 
Femal 
breedi 
on Au 
Mee 
these 
28, in 
4 egg) 
left tl 
singin 
July | 
Grack 
April 
big « 
strean 
The 1 
but ; 
(EBC 
at Cl 
youn; 
Davi 
sent 
New! 
an 11 
7 mi 
Albe 
large 
bega 
Febr 
a 
locat 
at ( 
15-2 
Chi 
Chi 
at | 
Mat 


FLC 


ture 
sum 


ok 





in the 
April 
April: 
Chick. 
n but 
harles 
-eding 
easted 
-dway 
). At 
rown- 
March 
i nest 
ton a 
ipt to 
obile, 


rbirds 
C. by 
ssful. 
1 the 
RO). 
ay 6 
first 
rliest. 
d by 
and 
ipied 
nests 
Three 
{arch 
The 
\ynor 
orted 
Ga., 
tion; 
Mrs. 
oe 
Lock, 
mas- 
stern 
larch 
ston. 


1ere, 


eggs 
itary 
Co., 
ther 
is a 
D); 
kens 
own 
wk, 
Y el- 
oro, 
pre- 
ting 
tion 
tik n 








nests are usually found (BRC). Fred May noted a 
male Kentucky Warbler singing, June 1 and 2, at 
Lenoir, Smith found none nesting this summer at 
North Wilkesboro. Yellow-breasted Chats seemed 
more plentiful at Kings Bay (St. Marys) in the 
new small growth this summer (RGK). Hooded 
Warblers were seldom seen at Matthews. A young 
male, the hood area only a dirty gray, appeared at 
our feeders, July 14 (BRC); a nest at Charleston 
contained young, May 26; another, 2 eggs, June 2. 
Female Am. Redstarts were on the fringes of their 
breeding area on July 6 at Charlotte (JRN), and 
on Aug. 5 at Raleigh (Mrs. T. L. Quay). 

Meadowlarks through Sparrows.—Cutts listed 
these Eastern Meadowlark nests, all found on April 
28, in the Charleston area: 1 with 5 eggs; 4 with 
4 eggs; 2 with 3 eggs. A brood of Orchard Orioles 
left the nest at Aynor, June 17; a young male was 
singing in the Appleberrys’ yard at Wilmington on 
July 24 and was still present, Aug. 16. Boat-tailed 
Grackles began building early at Charleston. ‘Since 
April 1, females have been pulling moss from the 
big oak at the back door and taking off, with 
streamers flying, for a clump of pines 75 yards away. 
The males, yelling stridently, follow back and forth, 
but as yet their aid (?) is confined to advice” 
(EBC). Cutts recorded these 6 Purple Grackle nests 
at Charleston: 4 eggs, March 30; 4 eggs, 5 eggs, 
young, April 6; 4 eggs, 5 eggs, May 5. Harry T. 
Davis reported a nest and eggs of the Purple Grackle 
sent to the North Carolina State Museum from 
Newton, Catawba County. It was dislodged from 
an ivy vine on a chimney, May 20. Norwood found 
7 male Brown-headed Cowbirds in a barnyard near 
Albemarle, N. C., Jume 27, im company with a 
large flock of Common Starlings. At Aynor, Cardinals 
began singing on Jan. 25 and continued through 
February (GEC). Four Painted Buntings were seen 
at Southport, July 29 (Bill Roe, Mrs. A.). Cutts 
located a nest with 5 eggs of Bachman’s Sparrow 
at Charleston, May 9. In Effingham County, Ga., 
15-20 miles NW of Savannah, Ivan Tomkins saw a 
Chipping Sparrow building a nest, July 21. Both 
Chipping and Field Sparrows were unusually scarce 
at Matthews this summer.—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Seldom does the tempera- 
ture vary significantly at Deep-South localities in 
summer, and seldom is the birdlife noticeably affected 
by its variations. Day in 
and day out the heat is 
oppressive and monoto- 
nous, and the birds res- 
pond with relative inac- 
tivity during the middle of 
the day. The pattern hard- 
ly differs from day to day 
or year to year. Human 
oenanel ny characterizations of the 
ATEN, +5) summer of 1957 as unusu- 
nevweerot ally hot were apparently 
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erage temperatures at most stations were near normal, 
with almost as many slightly below normal as slightly 
above. More important to birds at this season is the 
amount and distribution of rainfall. Not only had 
many species of marsh and waterbirds been reduced 
during the last 3 years of deficient rainfall in the 
Florida Region, but some land birds had followed 
the same pattern. The first prolonged relief from 
this crippling drought began late in the winter of 
1956-57, and since that time most parts of the state 
have had slight to substantial excesses of rainfall. 
Monthly summaries of bird abundance in the Talla- 
hassee Division showed that birds in the aggregate 
had returned to approximately normal numbers in 
Leon County by late spring, and in Wakulla County 
by mid-summer. The increase in rainfall varied in its 
effect on the ecology of lakes and ponds. Those at 
elevations near sea level naturally recovered more 
rapidly than those at higher elevations. Lake Brad- 
ford (formerly a deep-water lake southeast of Talla- 
hassee), after drying up almost completely, regained 
part of its water and held a fairly constant level 
during months of near-normal rainfall (ending with 
April, 1957) long enough to permit the growth of 
water lilies and cattails. Once avifaunally sterile, this 
summer it supported a large population of Purple 
Gallinules, a few Least Bitterns, and non-breeding 
coots and ducks. On the other hand, Lake Jackson, 
which lies north of Tallahassee and at a higher 
elevation, continued to lose water throughout most 
of this period, with the resultant exposure of mud 
flats attractive to shorebirds. More recently (May- 
July) greater excesses of rainfall have brought about 
a progressive, though somewhat erratic, increase in 
its water level, but the scattered water holes have 
not yet begun to connect. William G. Atwater 
describes the effect of heavier rainfall on the farm- 
lands of southern Dade County, which have been 
flooded this summer and provided nesting grounds 
for many Black-necked Stilts and possibly for Gull- 
billed Terns, the latter not known to nest in the 
County (Dennis Paulson). The greater rainfall near 
Fort Lauderdale led to increased nesting activity of 
Pied-billed Grebes (Frank J. Ligas). Doubtless many 
other ecological changes have occurred during the 
transition from a dry to a wet cycle. 

Numerical Fluctuations of Breeding Birds.—After 
due allowance for differences in coverage and small 
amounts of data, a few species of birds in the Talla- 
hassee Division seemed to vary significantly this sum- 
mer from their average abundance, both inland and 
along the coast. Those of increased abundance in- 
cluded the Snowy Egret, Louisiana Heron, Bob-white, 
Blue Jay, Brown Thrasher, and Eastern Towhee. 
Substantially reduced in numbers were the Ground 
Dove, Chimney Swift, Purple Martin, Fish Crow, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Pine Warbler, and Purple 
Grackle. In most cases the ratio between abundance 
this season and the average for previous summers 
was less than 2:1, whether excessive or deficient. 

Migration—As pointed out in previous reports, 
there is visible evidence diurnally ‘of almost con- 
tinuous migration in one direction or another through- 
out the breeding season in the Florida Region. It is 
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hardly to be expected that this fact would be sub- 
stantiated by large kills at television towers, as the 
proper combination of weather factors is unusual 
at that season, and it may be that this migration is 
chiefly diurnal. Daily records kept by Herbert L. 
Stoddard in northern Leon County, however, show 
that an occasional dead bird may be found in June 
and July, and this year indicated the first real south- 
ward flight by the discovery of 13 carcasses on the 
morning of July 27. These were followed up by a 
few at the Jacksonville TV tower the next day (K. 
L. Painter). 

Loons and Grebes—A Common Loon seen by 
Lovett Williams in Apalachee Bay (off St. Marks), 
June 15, marks the first summer occurrence for the 
Tallahassee Division. The remarkable lingering of 
the Horned Grebe, described in the last report, cul- 
minated in the latest record for the Tallahassee Divi- 
sion, on the lower Aucilla River, May 25 (LW); 
and the latest for the Florida Region, in Florida 
Bay, June 12 (Erwin C. Winte, fide William B. 
Robertson). In July, 7 nests of the Pied-billed Grebe 
in Brevard County contained eggs, and 1 had 3 
young; nesting continued “in full swing” on Aug. 
8 (FJL). Small young out of the nest were observed 
at Lake Bradford, near Tallahassee, on June 29 
(HMS). The nesting of this species is largely de- 
pendent on ample rainfall, as it prefers small, tem- 
porary ponds. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—On a round-trip from 
Key West to Havana, Paulson found Audubon’s 
Shearwaters on June 15 (1) and July 1 (18) in 
the Straits of Florida, some within sight of Key 
West. On the trip to Havana, about 40 Wilson’s 
Petrels were estimated, but none was identified on 
July 1. 

White Pelican.—The status of this species is puz- 
zling. Apparently it frequently lingers in numbers 
into mid-summer, but few are found in August and 
September. This year 4 remained until June 15 
near Princeton (WGA); 32 in Palm Beach County 
until July 23 (FJL); and 1 at Cape Sable until 
Aug. 8 (David O. Karraker, WBR). 

Cattle Egret—The nesting of this newcomer was 
delayed at Lake Okeechobee, but apparently success- 
ful. About 200 young were banded on July 7, and 
many nests still contained eggs or young on Aug. 8 
(FJL). The pair which nested on an island in 
Apalachee Bay in 1956 did not return this year, but 
a stray for northeastern Florida was seen near Has- 
tings on July 5 (Horace Loftin). 

Storks, Ibises, and Flamingos—In extreme South 
Florida the Wood Ibis was described as “almost non- 
existent . . . during [the] period’ (DP), though 
flocks of more than 100 were reported from Palm 
Beach County in July (FJL). The numbers have 
been slightly below normal in the Tallahassee Divi- 
sion this year, and an overall decrease owing to 
recent breeding failures is a virtual certainty. White 
Ibises were also of subnormal abundance in South 
Florida (DP), and the Glossy Ibis did not nest in 
the colony of Cattle Egrets and other waders at 
Lake Okeechobee this summer (FJL). The continued 
occurrence of the Am. Flamingo in South Florida 
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was evidenced by the observation of 2 near Jupiter, 
June 22 (FJL), and 4 at Lake Ingraham, Aug. g 
(DOK, WBR). 

Ducks.—Every year there is a small representation 
of winter-resident ducks, some crippled but some 
capable of sustained flight, in the Florida Region 
in summer. This year’s vestige included a few Blue. 
winged Teal: a male on June 15 and a pair on 
June 23 near Princeton (WGA); and a cripple on 
Lake Bradford, June 29 (HMS). These mark the 
latest records (or only summer records) for their 
respective divisions. With the teal on Lake Bradford 
were 3 Ring-necked Ducks, more regular in summer 
around Tallahassee. Very late departure dates or 
summer records were also established for the Red- 
breasted Merganser in Apalachee Bay, June 15 
(LW); and at Snake Bight, June 16 (WGA) and 
27 (WBR). 

Kites and Eagles—Direct observation of the early 
fall migration of Swallow-tailed Kites was obtained 
when a flock of 65 flew southeastward near Clewiston 
on July 27; the observer (FJL) was reminded of 
hawk migrations he had seen in the North. News 
of the Everglade Kite is distressing in the extreme; 
none has been reported from Lake Okeechobee (or 
elsewhere) since April (FJL), and it may be too late 
already for conservation measures. An adult Bald 
Eagle on the Upper Keys, June 14 (DP), was an 
unusual record for that time of year. 

Shorebirds—Eight Ringed Plovers, referred to as 
“migrants,” at Chokoloskee and Marco Island, July 
26, are the earliest of record for the Southern Penin- 
sula, but a Wilson’s Snipe near Franjo on Aug. 5 
(DP) is the earliest by a wider margin. The previous 
earliest for this division was Sept. 29, and for the 
entire state, Aug. 21. (There is also an Aug. 19 
record in the West Indies.) The observer's comments 
that this familiar bird was “well seen,’’ ‘flushed 
twice,” and the “‘typical call heard,” leave no doubt 
as to its correct identity. A Hudsonian Curlew near 
St. Marks Light, July 13, was early (HMS), and a 
Long-billed at Flamingo, July 28, was said to have 
“summered” (WGA, WBR). A Spotted Sandpiper 
on the lower Aucilla River, July 7 (LW), marked 
the earliest fall record for the Tallahassee Division, 
but 1 at West Lake, June 16 (WGA), was inter- 
mediate between the latest spring and earliest fall 
records for Florida. It was in adult breeding plumage. 
A Greater Yellow-legs near Franjo on June 10 (DP) 
was considered a late spring migrant, though it 
summers in parts of the Region; early returns of this 
species were found at Lake Jackson, July 14 (HMS, 
LW), and in South Florida, July 28 (WBR). At 
the former locality a Lesser Yellow-legs was found 
also, but 1 appeared even earlier on Alligator Point 
(Franklin County) on July 5 (HMS); 1 near Franjo, 
July 18 (DP), was the earliest for the Southern 
Peninsula. Also record-breaking in the respective 
divisions were records of the Pectoral Sandpiper at 
Lake Jackson, July 14 (HMS, LW), and near 
Princeton and Franjo, July 29 (DP). The scattering 
of shorebirds at Lake Jackson, July 14, also included 
3 species never before recorded so early in Leon 
County—the Least, Semipalmated, and Western Sand- 
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pipers. A dowitcher in breeding plumage seen near 
Princeton, July 14 (WGA), may have been the 
earliest migrant of either species in the Southern 
Peninsula. A few late Western Sandpipers remained 
near Franjo until June 10, and the remarkable num- 
ber of 800 had returned to Marco Island as early 
as July 26 (DP). The first breeding evidence of the 
Black-necked Stilt for the Lower Keys was obtained 
when Frances Hames found an adult and 3 young 
on June 22 (fide George Stevenson), and at least 
80 individuals were counted in the flooded farm- 
lands of southern Dade County during the summer 
(WGA). An Am. Avocet remained near Princeton 
until June 2 (WGA), and 6 at Key West until 
June 22 (FH, fide GS). 

Terns —Fair numbers of Sooty and Bridled Terns 
and a few Noddies were seen in the Straits of 
Florida on June 15 and July 1 (DP); in addition 
6 Bridled Terns were seen (and 1 collected) off 
Elliott Key, Aug. 10 (DP, Pauline H. Paulson). 
lack Terns, which numbered about 20 on Stock 
Island, June 14 and 15 (DP), may have been the 
earliest ever recorded in Florida in the fall migration; 
but the species may either spend the summer or 
remain that late in spring. Mrs. Hames estimated 
400 near there on the early date of July 20 (fide GS). 
Anis, Owls, and Goatsuckers—The presence of 
single Smooth-billed Anis on 2 of the Upper Keys, 
Aug. 7 and 12 (GS), extended earlier evidence that 
the species may be gaining a foothold there. A local 
rarity was a Barn Owl at Lake Jackson, July 12 
and 14 (HMS, et al.), and on the latter date a 
Burrowing Owl was unseasonal at the east entrance 
of Everglades National Park (WBR, Betty Robert- 
son). Common Nighthawks were seen in southward 
migration until dark, and traced southward by 
repeated call notes of individuals after dark, near 
Shell Point (Wakulla County), July 23 (HMS); 
5 on Big Pine Key, July 1, were identified by call 
notes as the Cuban race, this representing a range 
extension of the form (DP, PHP, Stuart L. Warter). 

Hummingbirds and Woodpeckers—Early Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds appeared near St. Marks, 
July 13 (HMS), and in Miami, July 15 (Eva S. 
Dickie). Inasmuch as the southern breeding limits 
of the Hairy Woodpecker seem to be imperfectly 
known, one seen near Naples on July 26 (DP) is 
noteworthy. 

Swallows ——A considerable range extension for 
the breeding of the Rough-winged Swallow was 
reported by Ligas, who found a pair nesting in a 
drain pipe in a concrete wall where the Miami Canal 
joins Lake Okeechobee at Lakeport. The nest was 
discovered on June 30, but contained dead young on 
July 7. Five of 16 similar pipes contained old nests. 
Again this year Barn Swallows were seen in mid- 
June in areas where they are not known to nest: 
Sugarloaf Key, June 14 (DP); Apalachee Bay, June 
15 (LW); and in the Southern Peninsula, June 15 
and 16 (WGA). Whether these are late spring 
stragglers, summering birds, or early fall returns 
seems problematical. Record-breaking arrival dates 
for other species were July 29 for the Tree Swallow 
at Lake Harbor (FJL); July 27 for the Bank Swallow 




































































in the Southern Peninsula (WGA, WBR); and 
July 27 for the Cliff Swallow near Princeton (WBR, 
BR). (There is an older, doubtful report of the 
Cliff Swallow in southern Florida on July 16.) A 
Rough-winged Swallow in northern Leon County on 
June 20 was early, but not record-breaking (HMS). 
Notable concentrations of migrating Purple Martins 
were those of 150 near St. Marks Light, July 13 
(HMS), and 1000 on the west side of Lake Okee- 
chobee, July 9 (DP, SLW). 

Catbirds and Thrushes—A Catbird on Merritt 
Island on May 31 (Mr. & Mrs. Allan D. Cruick- 
shank) was either remarkably late or summering 
south of its known breeding range. Equally perplex- 
ing was the presence of an Am. Robin capable of 
flight at Paradise Key, June 11 (DOK, ef al.). Two 
singing Wood Thrushes on the St. Marks River, 
July 20 (HMS, Robert T. Lynn), establish the second 
summer occurrence of the species in Wakulla County. 
Young Eastern Bluebirds with spotted breasts were 
found just out of the nest near Tallahassee as early 
as April 29 and as late as Aug. 10 (HMS). 

Shrikes, Starlings, and Warblers—A Loggerhead 
Shrike near Flamingo on July 28 was outside its 
breeding range (WBR, BR). The Common Starling 
again nested at Dressel’s Dairy, near Miami (DP), 
possibly its only regular breeding site in extreme 
southern Florida. Several species of warblers estab- 
lished record-breaking arrival dates for their respec- 
tive divisions: Black and White, Key West, July 21 
(FH, fide GS); Yellow, St. Marks Light, July 13, 
and Lake Jackson, July 14 (HMS); Am. Redstart, 
Collier County, July 21 (FJL). The migration of 
the Am. Redstart must have been genuinely early, 
as records on Merritt Island, July 16 (W. Foster 
White), and at Key West, July 18 (Mrs. G. P. 
Lawrence), were earlier than any previous records 
for Florida. The Oven-bird set new migration ex- 
tremes for the entire state both in spring and fall 
at Miami—June 2 (ESD) and Aug. 8 (SLW, 
fide DP). Other early records were made at the 
TV towers on July 27, near Tallahassee (HLS), and 
July 28, near Jacksonville (KLP). Also early, though 
not unprecedented, were arrival dates on July 14 
for the Yellow-throated Warbler at Miami (DP); 
July 29 for the Prairie Warbler at Miami (ESD); 
and Aug. 10 for the Northern Water-thrush (speci- 
men) near Princeton (DP). A Prairie Warbler in 
full song in the outermost fringe of live oaks at 
St. Marks Light, June 15 (LW), may well have been 
an extralimital example of the Florida race (collinsi), 
although the probable breeding of the northern race 
has been established at the opposite edge of the 
Tallahassee Division. Near the same locality a sing- 
ing Yellow-breasted Chat on July 13, provided 
Wakulla County with its first July record of this 
rare breeder (HMS). 

Cowbird and Finches—The collecting of an im- 
mature Brown-headed Cowbird on Alligator Point, 
July 5 (HMS), is an interesting corollary of the 
first evidence of its breeding in the state (see Central 
Southern Region), as the date is far in advance of 
any other in Florida. Another summer record of the 
Indigo Bunting—and the first for August—in the 
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coastal parts of the Tallahassee Division, was that 
of a male in full song south of Shadeville, Aug. 
3 (HMS, et al.). A slight range extension along the 
east coast was also represented by a singing Pine- 
woods Sparrow northwest of Pompano Beach, July 
9 (DP). 

Song.—Late singing by the Chuck-will’s-widow 
and Black-whiskered Vireo on Aug. 4 was noted 
near Miami (DP). 

Addenda.—The following records were received 
too late to be incorporated in their proper phylo- 
genetic position: Sooty Shearwater, 3 seen several 
miles off Canaveral on June 14, by Capt. Jandreau 
of the fishing boat Miss Charleston; Yellow-billed 
Tropic-bird, 1 seen 30 to 40 miles off Canaveral 
about Aug. 3, by J. B. Johnson, and 2 seen 20 miles 
off Eau Gallie on Aug. 8, by Capt. Jandreau; Ruddy 
Duck, 1 on Merritt Island, July 3 (WFW); Red- 
breasted Merganser, 2 on Merritt Island, June 23, 
and 1 in Indian River, July 16 (WFW) ; Hudsonian 
Curlew, 1 in Canaveral Harbor, July 11 to 14 
(WFW), earliest fall record for Northern Penin- 
sula; Purple Sandpiper, 1 lingered at Sebastian 
Inlet until “mid-June’ (Chandler Young) (latest 
state record); Stilt Sandpiper, several at Canaveral, 
Aug. 4 (WFW), earliest for Northern Peninsula; 
Am. Avocet, 2 in breeding plumage remained in 
Canaveral Harbor to June 17, and 1 in winter plum- 
age, July 1 to end of period (WFW); Cabot’s 
Tern, single bird at Canaveral occasionally seen from 
June 24 to Aug. 1, unusual in summer (WFW). * 

Corrigendum.—For the record of the Swallow- 
tailed Kite on Feb. 18, read “earliest record in the 
Southern Peninsula” rather than “‘earliest state re- 
cord” (Audubon Field Notes, 11:260)—HENRY M. 
STEVENSON, Biological Sciences Dept., Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—The outstanding feature of the season’s weather 
was the passage of hurricane Audrey on June 29. 
In central Ontario, 
it combined with 
another _—_low-pres- 
sure area and the 
resultant storm in- 
tensified to produce 
high winds and 
several inches of 
rain. Lake levels 
rose several feet in 
many parts of the 
north. In the south, 
a more localized 
storm brought flood 
conditions to the 
Leamington-Wind- 
sor area on July 8. 

Mean temperatures were close to normal in June 
and July, but fell below in August. Most of the rain- 
fall was precipitated in the storms mentioned above 
and the last half of the season was rather dry. For the 
first time in some years, destruction of Ontario 
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forests by fire was kept down below the 50,000 acre 
level. 

It was evident to observers that Audrey abruptly 
halted nesting activities of Red-winged Blackbirds and 
other birds affected by the sudden rise in water level, 
In addition, some nests under observation were 
wrecked by wind and falling trees. However, our 
information is far too fragmentary to supply any 
criterion to the success of the nesting season. 

The cone, samara, and berry crop is reported as 
being decidedly poor in parts of the north this 
summer. Last year, when it was exceptionally good, 
we saw few finches in the south during the winter. 
It may be a different story this fall and winter. 

Shorebirds returned early and in numbers. Awaiting 
them were good expanses of mud flats along the 
lower Great Lakes. 

Grebes.—Pied-billed Grebes were scarce at Port 
Hope (E. McDonald) and Rochester (H. S. Miller), 
but common at Montezuma Wildlife Refuge (Smith). 
An adult Eared Grebe, on Lake Ontario off Lorne 
Park from July 16 to Aug. 4 (D. & Mrs. Gunn) was 
the first Toronto record. The usual gathering of Red- 
necked Grebes took place off Willow Beach, near 
Port Hope, where 23 had arrived by Aug. 7 and 700 
by Aug. 30 (EMcD). 

Herons, Egrets——On June 10, J. L. Baillie, J. A. 
Livingston and J. Woodford visited little-known 
East Sister Island, in western Lake Erie. They found 
6 nests of Am. Egrets (only known colony in Cana- 
da), 50 nests of Great Blue Herons, and 300 nests of 
Black-crowned Night Herons. About 50 herons and 1 
egret found dead on the Island had been shot. At 
Montezuma Refuge, 40 Am. Egrets, 10 Snowy Egrets 
and 7 immature Little Blue Herons were noted during 
the summer (Smith). C. E. Garton’s observation of 
a Black-crowned Night Heron on one of the Slate 
Islands in northern Lake Superior was a northerly 
record. 

Geese.—June 16 was a late date*for 6 Am. Brant 
at the mouth of Sturgeon River, Lake Nipissing (E. 
& Mrs. Heslop). 

Vultures, Hawks —Eric Nasmith located a tree roost 
of Turkey Vultures near Milton, Ont., the highest 
count being 24, including some young birds, on 
Aug. 4. F. Helleiner found 2 Osprey nests still oc- 
cupied on Aug. 25 and 26, south of Foleyet, in 
northern Ontario. Another, near North Bay, was oc- 
cupied from May through July, and 2 young were 
reared (T. Cusson). 

Rails —F. Lovesy found Virginia Rails ‘in the 
hundreds” during August in the marsh northeast of 
Uxbridge. 

Shorebirds —Waders were a feature of late July 
and August. Nearly all the expected species were re- 
ported in good numbers. Some of the more unusual 
observations follow. Hudsonian Curlew: 1 at Roches- 
ter, July 15 (Listman) and Aug. 12 (Holland) ; 3 at 
Toronto Island, Aug. 26, et seg. (DG); an early 
Red: Knot at Presque Isle, Pa. on Aug. 1 (K. C. 
Parkes), and 14 at Shand Dam, Fergus, on Aug. 24 
(Margaret Lemon, H. Dahmer); Baird’s and Stilt 
Sandpipers three times above average numbers in the 
Buffalo area (H. H. Axtell); 10 dowitchers at 
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Rochester on July 27 (HSM); a Marbled Godwit at 
Hamilton, Aug. 11, et seg. (G. W. North); 390 
Semipalmated Sandpipers and 180 Lesser Yellow- 
legs at Hamilton on Aug. 6 (GWN). It has been 
an exceptional year for Ruffs; these 4 observations 
nearly double the previous Ontario occurrences: 1 
at Willow Beach (June 4, H. Reeve), a male and 
female at Rockhouse Point (July 21, G. and Laura 
North, ef al.), and 1 collected near Crystal Beach 
(July 26, A. Schaffner, R. Andrle). 

“Gulls, Terns—A banded Black-headed Gull was 
seen in Whitby harbor on May 20 (C. Goodwin) and 
a few days thereafter. Caspian Terns were on Lake 
Erie in late July and 3 young birds were seen with 8 
adults at Presque Isle on Aug. 15 (KCP). 

Doves, Cuckoos—Mourning Doves are continuing 
a slow increase in numbers and extension of range 
north and east. One seen on May 25 near Kirkland 
Lake (F. Helleiner) and 3 on June 8 near Larder 
Lake (P. W. Richter) were well beyond the normal 
breeding range. The distributional relationship be- 
tween Black-billed Cuckoos and Forest Tent Cater- 
pillars was given further support by reports from 2 
districts: (a) in the Kirkland Lake—Cochrane area, 
both caterpillars and cuckoos were almost entirely 
absent—in marked contrast to the previous few years 
(FH); (b) in the Kingston area, both caterpillars 
and Black-billed Cuckoos were numerous this year 
in contrast to last year when both were virtually ab- 
sent (Helen Quilliam). Yellow-billed Cuckoos con- 
tinue to be reported as scarce in the south. 

Woodpeckers —Pileated Woodpeckers were rela- 
tively plentiful and widely distributed. D. Murray 
reports both Red-bellied and Red-headed Woodpeckers 
spreading over a larger area at Melbourne, Ont. Both 
Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers continue- to be 
abundant in the North Bay area and raised a good 
crop of young (L. deK. Lawrence, Hazel Petty). 
An (Am.) Three-toed Woodpecker was seen at 
Rutherglen on June 10 (LdeKL) and another in 
Lambton County, near Sarnia, on June 20 (J. K. 
Reynolds). 

Swallows —Hazel Petty reported an influx of sever- 
al hundred Barn and Cliff Swallows at North Bay 
on July 5, immediately following a sharp storm 
to the north. Clive Goodwin estimated 12,000 swal- 
lows (mostly Bank, with some Barn and Tree, in- 
cluding many young birds) roosting in Holland 
Marsh on Aug. 24-25; this seems to be a regular 
event in late summer. 

Ravens, Nuthatches—Common Ravens are increas- 
ing in numbers through much of the north. This was 
also evident in Algonquin Park in August (F. Bods- 
worth). After an absence of more than a year from 
the southern part of the Region, Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches began arriving in the first week of August 
(M. Field, St. Thomas) and were widely reported 
through the remainder of the month; at the month’s 
end, White-breasted Nuthatches were also arriving 
in quantity. 

Mockingbird —Following the unusual number of 
pring reports, 2 nests were discovered in Ontario 
luring the summer. A nest with 4 eggs a few miles 
east of Toronto found by D. Perks on July 16 may qr 





















































may not have been successful. At Rondeau Provincial 
Park, a nest containing 2 young was found by R. D. 
Ussher on July 15; the young left the nest on July 
ai. 

Cedar W axwing.—A hint of the nomadic tendencies 
of this species was indicated by the recovery of a 
bird banded as an immature at St. Thomas on Oct. 5, 
1956 (MF), and shot near La Grande, Oreg. in July, 
1957. 

Warblers —Ray Weeks photographed a pair of 
Hooded Warblers with young in the nest at Tillson- 
burg, in late June—this being the first Canadian 
breeding record other than at the colony at Orwell, 
Ont. Another possible breeding site is suggested by 
F. Cook’s observation of a male and female in ap- 
propriate habitat near Florence, Ont. on July 26. 
P. Hamel found 2 Blue-winged Warblers at Ancaster, 
Ont. on June 18, but located no nest. 

Southward movement of warblers began early, 
being first noted at North Bay on Aug. 3 (HP). 
Movement of mixed flocks was noted at Rutherglen 
on Aug. 11, 13, 18, 19, 27, 28, 29. A good wave, 
featuring Black-polls, was noted at Melbourne on 
Aug. 20 (DM). The last week of August brought 
several heavy nocturnal flights over Toronto. 

Finches and Sparrows——Purple Finches, in small 
numbers all summer at Hornell (Groesbeck) and 
Geneva (Ward), also began to be seen in the 
Toronto area in mid-August (Ruth Brown, ef a/.). 
Redpolls (June 21-23, July 2) and Pine Grosbeaks 
(2 on July 11) were unexpected in summer in the 
Kirkland Lake—Cochrane area (FH). Grasshopper 
Sparrows were plentiful in the Oshawa and Cobourg 
areas and Henslow’s Sparrows summered at Willow 
Beach (G. Bennett)—WimLiAM W. H. GUNN, 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 187 Highbourne 
-Road, Toronto 7, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—In the Appalachian 
Region the 1957 summer drought ranged from 
severe to disastrous. Some areas had practically no 
rain from late April until Septem- 
ber. There were destructive out-of- 
season forest fires. Streams failed 
wheal ~=6 and crops withered in the fields. 
: Blackberries, a staple source of 
food for wildlife, dried up on the 
vines without ripening. By Sep- 
tember 1 the year’s precipitation 

















y deficiency ranged from 5 to 9 

F inches. 
ae oe Despite the drought, summer 
enoriny  * brought few days of high tem- 
1 ho — S¢| perature. Dry weather was cer- 


tainly favorable to ground-nesting 
‘Q birds, and populations of grouse, 
quail, and turkeys are reported in 
good shape. Wild grapes and 
acorns, important items in winter food of birds and 
mammals, are spotty, but there is an exceptionally 
heavy crop of wild cherries and dogwood fruits. It 
looks as though we may expect wintering flocks of 
Am. Robins during the 1957-58 season. 
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For almost a year and a half now, this Region 
has had remarkably few events of ornithological in- 
terest or importance. On the negative side, some 
species were unaccountably rare, or entirely absent, 
during the summer of 1957. ‘““White’’ herons, usu- 
ally in fair numbers around the eastern Ohio and 
western Pennsylvania lakes, were missing in many 
localities. Many observers commented on the scarcity 
or absence of Bewick’s Wrens. These attractive birds, 
once the dominating wren in many hilly or moun- 
tainous areas, have in recent years almost given way 
to House Wrens. I did not see or hear a single 
Bewick’s Wren in the Morgantown locality this year, 
the first time I have completely missed them in over 
20 years. 

Waterfowl Sanctuary—As a positive gain to 
ornithology, it is pleasant to quote the results of a 
5-year experiment in waterfowl restoration and pro- 
pagation in Mason County, W. Va. I use the word 
“restoration” advisedly. It happens that George 
Washington traveled extensively along the Ohio and 
Great Kanawha Rivers, in what is now West Vir- 
ginia, during the fall of 1770. His journals are full 
of nature observations, many of them of great value. 
Among others, he noted numerous ponds and marshes 
along both rivers, and stated that they held a great 
store of ducks, geese, swans, cranes, and other fowl. 
In the light of these notations, it is in the nature of 
a restoration that wildfowl in some numbers are 
again nesting, feeding, and resting in the Ohio 
Valley. sp 

Approximately 2500 acres which had been acquired 
for a World War II munitions plant, near Point 
Pleasant, W. Va., were given to the West Virginia 
Conservation Commission in 1949. Under the direc- 
tion of J. C. Apple, a wildlife biologist with the 
Commission, the tract has been developed as a 
waterfowl nesting and resting area. To date about 
160 acres have been flooded, the topography of the 
land having made it possible to do this at a cost 
under $7000. 

At least 47 broods of Wood Ducks, with 379 
young, were raised on the refuge during the 1957 
nesting season. Observations during August indicate 
a production of about 100 Mallards. Pinioned Canada 
Geese have been introduced, and have nested suc- 
cessfully. To date, 3721 ducks, of 13 species, have 
been banded. As many as 5000 waterfowl rest and 
feed on the area at times during migrations. West 
Virginia has long been known as the most ‘“‘duck- 
less” state in the Union, and it is a pleasure to see 
what can be done through an intelligently planned 
and directed waterfowl program. 

Reports from High Elevations —Observers through- 
out the Region have been impressed by the appear- 
ance of many species at higher elevations in the 
mountains as land-use conditions grow more favor- 
able for them, and as more is known of the popula- 
tions in some of the 80-odd grass “balds” of the 
southern Appalachians. Fred W. Behrend found an 
Am. Woodcock at an elevation of 6100 ft. on Roan 
Mountain, Tenn.—N.C., on April 26. He also reports 
a Crested Flycatcher singing at 5000 ft. on Big 
Yellow Bald (June 8). 


. 
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An extensive series of such observations were made 
by Henry M. Stevenson during the summer. Some 
of the more interesting ones follow: 

Bob-white at 6300 ft. on Clingman’s Dome 
(Tenn-N.C., June 12); Yellow-billed Cuckoo at 
5600 ft. on Roan Mountain (June 11); Whip-poor. 
will at 4000 ft. in the Snowbird Mountains, N. C. 
(June 12); Acadian Flycatcher at 3600 ft. on Eagle. 
nest Mountain, N. C. (June 8); Tufted Titmouse 
at 5350 ft. on Whitetop Mountain, Va. (June 4); 
House Wren at 5475 ft. on Whitetop Mountzin 
(June 4); Carolina Wren at 4800 ft. in Plott 
Balsam Mountains, N. C. (June 7); Common Star- 
ling at 5050 ft. on Beech Mountain. N. C. (June 
5); Black and White Warbler at 5500 ft. on Mt. 
Pisgah, N. C. (June 6); Cerulean Warbler at 4500 
ft. on Whitetop Mountain, Va. (June 4); Yellow- 
breasted Chat at 4800 ft. on Eaglenest Mountain 
(June 8); Hooded Warbler at 4450 ft. on Eaglenest 
Mountain (June 8); Scarlet Tanager at 5800 ft. in 
the Plott Balsams (June 7); Blue Grosbeak at 2000 
ft. near Satolah, Ga. (June 2); Indigo Bunting at 
5800 ft. in Plott Balsams (June 7); Song Sparrow 
at 6100 ft. near Clingman’s Dome (June 12). 

Nesting Populations —William Highhouse, _ of 
Warren, Pa., carried out an interesting study of blue- 
bird nestings during the summer. Three nesting box 
routes were developed, and 74 nesting boxes were 
placed along them, each at 3-4 ft. from the ground. 
In these, 24 pairs of Eastern Bluebirds raised 34 suc- 
cessful broods during 1957. Three boxes were oc- 
cupied by Tree Swallows, and in one a chickadee laid 
seven eggs. None was used by House Sparrows. 

There was an impression, shared by many observers, 
that songbirds were unusually scarce during this 
breeding season. George Hall and others commented 
on this, particularly as it applied to the spruce-fir 
areas in the West Virginia mountains. Thrushes 
(Olive-backed, Hermit, and Veery) appeared to be 
in very small nuumbers, as did .Winter Wrens, 
Brown Creepers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, and even 
Magnolia Warblers. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, once 
common and well-distributed in the mountains from 
Virginia northward, were scarcely reported at all this 
season. 

In support of this impression of scarcity, the 
Brooks Bird Club’s breeding-bird censuses, conducted 
this year at Cacapon State Park, Morgan Co., W. Va. 
showed decidedly smaller than usual populations. 
In mature wooded tracts only about 200 pairs per 
hundred acres were recorded. Under similar condi- 
tions as many as 300 pairs per hundred acres have 
been counted in other years. 

Loons, Grebes—A Common Loon spent the sum- 
mer at Evans Lake, Ohio (Vincent McLaughlin). 
One was calling at Piedmont Lake, Ohio, on the 
morning of Sept. 1 (George Harrison). No nests 
of Pied-billed Grebes were found in northeastern 
Ohio, where the birds usually breed. At Charleston, 
W. Va. C. O. Handley and T. R. Samsell saw a 
Double-crested Cormorant on May 24, a very late 
date for this section. 

Herons and Ibises—As noted above, ‘white’ her- 
ons were notably scarce throughout the area. A few 
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vears ago these birds seemed to wander northward 
from southern “rookeries” after each breeding sea- 
son, but as more and more herons have established 
nesting areas northward, these summer visitors have 
almost disappeared. Least Bitterns, scarce in recent 
years, were found by Max Carpenter in Augusta 
County, Va. on July 25; and by W. E. Baker at 
Guildford Marsh, near Youngstown, Ohio. A White 
Ibis, extremely rare in Tennessee, was located at Sol- 
way Bridge, Anderson County, Tenn. on Aug. 8 
(J. C. Howell). 

“Waterfowl, Hawks, Rails —Near the Preston Lab- 
oratories, Butler, Pa. 2 pairs of Gadwalls nested 
successfully (F. W. Preston). The first brood (6 
young) hatched on June 26, and the second (5 
young) on July 13. Dr. Preston also reported a 
Shoveller at the same place on Aug. 13, a very early 
date. Hal Harrison and others have commented on 
the highly successful season enjoyed by Wood Ducks. 
Marsh Hawks, uncommon nesting birds in moun- 
tainous country, were found during the summer at 
Cranesville Swamp, W. Va.—Md. (Larry Schwab). 
King and Virginia Rails apparently nested at Altona 
Marshes, Jefferson County, W. Va. (C Miller). 

Shorebirds, Terns —Near Alliance, Ohio, George 
Hall and Charles Conrad found three Am. Golden 
Plovers on Aug. 17. Three Upland Sandpipers at 
the edge of mud flats on Mosquito Lake, Ohio, 
seemed in an unusual situation (VM). At Pymatun- 
ing Lake, Pa—Ohio, Ken Parkes saw 12 Baird's 
Sandpipers on Aug. 19. The same species was noted 
at Mosquito Lake on Aug. 24 (VM). Mrs. E. M. 
West found Pectoral and Least Sandpipers at an 
unusually early date, Aug. 10, at Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Black Terns were noted at Ridge Hatchery, Morgan 
County, W. Va. on June 10 (GH); at Guildford 
Lake, Ohio, on June 28 (WCB); and near Lexing- 
ton, Va. on Aug. 19 (J. J. Murray). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—tTraill’s Flycatchers, once 
seemingly restricted to a few mountain swamps, are 
now common residents wherever there are exten- 
sive alder thickets from central Pennsylvania south- 
ward. They apparently established themselves in the 
State College, Pa. area this summer (W. S. Clarke, 
Jr.). Olive-sided Flycatchers, once widely distributed 
in the West Virginia Spruce Belt, are now excessively 
rare and local. There were no reports of this bird 
from the state this summer. 

Cliff Swallows have also been disappearing from 
many of their former nesting sites. Near Youngstown, 
Ohio, McLaughlin reports that his colony had a poor 
year. In the Terra Alta, W. Va. area there used to 
be at least 10 flourishing colonies. This year Schwab 
was unable to find any of them. Barn Swallow migra- 
tion started about July 10 in the Morgantown, 
W. Va. area. Purple Martins reached their peak 
(thousands in the city on TV aerials) on July 30, 
at least a month earlier than in some recent years. 

Crows, Nuthatches, Creepers—This writer would 
like to make a special plea to bird students who may 
be working in the Shenandoah Valley in West Vir- 
ginia, and along the Potomac River in West Virginia 
ind Maryland, to collect some crows, particularly 
iny suspected Fish Crows. Observers who are thor- 










































oughly acquainted with Fish Crows along the Atlan- 
tic Seaboard keep reporting this species along the 
Potomac, but so far as I know there is not a West 
Virginia specimen, nor one from Maryland above 
Harpers Ferry. Red-breasted Nuthatches appeared 
at an early date (Sept. 5) near Morgantown (E. N. 
McCue). Parkes found a Brown Creeper at Pymatu- 
ning Lake on Aug. 22. 

Kinglets, Vireos, Warblers —At Black Moshan- 
non State Park, Pa. Merrill Wood noted a male 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, presumably a late straggler, 
on June 3. Yellow-throated Vireos were abundant, 
and widely distributed. Prothonotary Warblers were 
in good numbers along the Shenandoah River, in 
West Virginia. Near Charlestown, W. Va. C. O. 
Handley and Claude Baier found a Swainson’s War- 
bler feeding young on July 28, a late date. A singing 
Pine Warbler, rare in the area, was noted on June 
27 at Natural Bridge, Va. (JJM). Prairie Warblers 
were fairly common in mountainous Somerset County, 
Pa. during June. Schwab found Northern Water- 
thrushes very common at Cranesville Swamp. 

Finches and Sparrows——Blue Grosbeaks seem still 
to be extending their range in eastern West Virginia. 
George Hall found one near Greenwood School, 
Morgan County, on June 10. Near Cross Keys, Va., 
Carpenter and Fred Swartz found a Dickcissel on 
June 17-18. Purple Finches seem to be staying 
farther south, and at lower elevations, each summer. 
Henslow’s Sparrows were found in Morgan County, 
W. Va. and near Morgantown. The Morgantown 
bird sang continuously throughout the darkest nights. 
As usual, it was in a pasture where orchard grass was 
abundant. A Lark Sparrow, new for the area, was seen 
near Chattanooga, Tenn. on Aug. 10 (Mrs. West). 
—MaurIcE Brooks, West Vuérginia University, 
Morgantown, W.Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—Heavier 
than normal precipitation characterized the nesting 
period over most of the Region. The Minneapolis— 

St. Paul area 
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This was the 
second warmest July since 1937. Normal rainfall in 
June increased to 3.64 inches above normal in July 
with very heavy rains on the 19th and 20th. Flood 
damage was extensive in southwestern Minnesota in 
June and considerable destruction to ground-nesting 
birds on low ground occurred. Detroit, Mich. (D. S. 
Middleton) reported the third wettest July in his- 
tory with 4 to 6 inches of rain on July 8. Seney 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Mich. (D. C. McGlauchlin) 
had a very wet June but less than a half inch of 
rain during July and early August. On the other 
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§xullows—In the Detroit area breeding popula- 
tions of Purple Martins were much reduced from 
previous years, probably owing to mortality during 
cold weather following their spring arrival (R. 
Rogers, ef al.). At Palisade, Aitkin Co., Minn. a 
large population of Cliff Swallows nested in a set 
of farm buildings. One hundred and sixty were 
counted on the wires in the yard after the young 
were awing (Mrs. R. Sanford). Small colonies of 
Cliff Swallows were seen on buildings at numerous 
points in Mahnomen County, Minn. These birds are 
much more numerous in northern and northwestern 
Minnesota than in the southern part of the state 
(Breckenridge). 

Titmice, Mockingbirds, Vireos—A Tufted Tit- 
mouse nest with young, found May 29 in northern 
Adams County, Wis., is an extreme northern record 
for the species (Fran and Alan Hammerstrom). A 
Mockingbird was seen at Frontenac in Goodhue 
County, Minn. on May 11. A singing male Bell’s 
Vireo on July 25 at Madison, Wis. strongly sug- 
gests nesting, especially since the species bred there 
last year (Robbins). Bell’s Vireo is increasing as 
a breeder in the Winona, Minn. area where 17 
pairs were located this year (Bro. Theodore). It was 
first recorded there 5 years ago. 

I arblers—Eight species of warblers were found 
near Port Wing, Bayfield Co., Wis., July 4 to 7; 3 
of these, Parula, Myrtle and Black-throated Green, 
were seen feeding young. Two families of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets, one with at least 6 young, were 
encountered (R. H. Lound). A study of the Yellow 
Warbler in an optimum area near Detroit indicated 
a progressive decline in population: 1955, 21 nests; 
1956, 11 nests; 1957, 5 nests (W. Nickell). A 7-hour 
trip through the Red Lake Game Refuge, ‘Lake of 
the Woods Co., Minn. on June 24 revealed 17 species 
of warblers (presumably nesting), including 5 singing 
male Connecticut Warblers in spruce-tamarack habitat, 
1 in aspen, and 9 in jack pine (G. S. Keith). A 
Prothonotary nest was the first of this species in West 
Bloomfield Township, Oakland Co., Mich. in more 
than 60 years (Nickell). Several other nestings of 
Prothonotary Warblers were reported, the most north- 
westerly being a nest with eggs on June 18 just 
north of Minneapolis, Minnesota (Breckenridge). 
Northern Water-thrushes nested again in Bruce Town- 
ship, Macomb Co., Mich. (Johnson) and in Oakland 
County where a nest with 3 eggs was found (N. T. 
Kelley). Canada Warblers nested in Macomb County 
for the fourth consecutive season (Middleton). Kirt- 
land's Warblers nested at established colonies in 
Oscoda, Crawford and southern Otsego Counties, 
Mich. (A. Berger, et al.). Three pairs of Yellow- 
breasted Chats were located in Houston County, Minn. 
(Bro. Theodore). 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds —A Western Meadowlark 
nest with 6 young was found June 12 in Ray Town- 
ship, Macomb Co., Mich. (Mrs. Alice Miller). A 
seeming increase in Western Meadowlarks at Duluth, 
Minn. is indicated by a record of 30 pairs along 2 
miles of runways at the airport (Kuyava). At 
Horicon Refuge the number of blackbirds and grackles 
is alarming. ‘““Red-wings are the most numerous and 


control methods will have to be initiated if crop 
depredations continue’ (Carlsen). An unusual nest- 
ing of a Purple Grackle in a compartment of a 
martin house is reported from Duluth (Kuyava). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—Some_ other 
extra-limital records this year include Western 
Tanager in Chisago County, Minn., May 8 (Mary 
Lupient); Summer Tanager in Minneapolis the last 
week of May (Margaret Lachore). At Chippewa 
Falls, Wis., Dickcissels were not seen for the first 
summer in 5 years. Henslow’s Sparrows, previously 
considered rare, were found in several areas. Ex- 
tensive banding of Savannah Sparrows indicated a 
slight drop in their populations (Kemper). Leconte’s 
Sparrows were again found in southern Marinette 
County, Wis., where several nests have been found 
in past years (Lound). Several pairs of Lincoln's 
Sparrows were thought to be nesting in Crawford 
County, Mich. (Nickell and Middleton) —W. J. 
BRECKENRIDGE, Minnesota Museum of Natural His- 
tory, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Ex- 
cept for about 2 weeks of warm sunny weather in 
late April, spring in the Middle West was more 
than usually cool 
and wet, as has 
been reported in 
greater detail in 
an earlier sum- 
mary. Heavy pre- 
cipitation contin- 
ued through June 
in all but the 
northwest part 
of the Region; 
temperatures 
were near normal. July was hot, although not ex- 
tremely so, and rainfall figures showed great local 
variation; near-record totals fell at Chicago and at 
other points in northern Illinois. August weather was 
without note as regards the nesting season. 

It seems likely that the fine weather in April pro- 
duced a slightly early and a favorable start in the 
breeding of certain species. This was true, at least, 
of the Prairie Warbler at Bloomington, Ind.; the 
birds’ early nesting extended its season by several 
days, permitted a higher number of attempts to be 
made, and had other significant effects on the size 
and behavior of the local population. 

On the unfavorable side of the ledger, several cor- 
respondents detected nest failures traceable to the 
heavy precipitation, or more rarely to wind storms. 
Thus in July, Lee Bush found a number of species 
about a month behind their normal nesting schedules 
at Crab Orchard Refuge, Ill.; ground-nesting birds 
suffered especially heavily in May. Torrential rains 
in June caused floods and severe economic damage in 
central Indiana and around St. Louis, Mo. While 
some observers found dead birds and while nests 
unquestionably were washed away under such con- 
ditions, there is little evidence of catastrophes of 
the proportion that some correspondents suggest. It 
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hand, Chippewa Falls, Wis. (Dr. C. A. Kemper) 
experienced a very dry spring and early summer. 

Herons, Bitterns and Allies—Am. Egrets returned 
to several of their northern breeding colonies although 
specific nests were not reported. Thirty-four birds 
were seen on May 28 on Monroe Marsh, Monroe 
Co., Mich. (R. A. O'Reilly); Horicon National 
Wildlife Refuge, Mayville, Wis. (J. C. Carlsen) 
had a good colony; and a pair appeared at Pelican 
Creek on April 10 in Grant County, Minn. (Mrs. 
W. J. Melby). A single Am. Egret, seen May 3 on 
Lower Red Lake, Minn. (L. Smith) suggests that 
the species may be expected to become established 
there soon. Yellow-crowned Night Herons nested for 
the third consecutive year near Racine, Wis., May 17 
(Dixie Larkin, Sam Robbins, et al.) ; and there were 
3 nests in the Mississippi River bottoms near La 
Crescent, Houston Co., Minn. (Brother Theodore), 
constituting the third year for this colony also, Water 
levels in the Great Lakes were below normal and 
apparently forced the Black-crowned Night Herons 
completely to abandon long-established colonies at 
the St. Clair Flats and Saginaw Bay areas in Michi- 
gan (Middleton). 

W aterfowl—Widely varying nesting success was 
recorded but most reports were favorable. Horicon 
Refuge reported breeding populations significantly 
lower than in several years previous. The production 
of Mallards exceeded that of Blue-winged Teal even 
though the number of breeders was smaller. Red- 
heads and Ruddies were the only divers present. Red- 
heads showed a slight increase while Ruddies de- 
clined somewhat. A decline in nesting Wood Ducks 
was noted (Carlsen). Mud Lake Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Marshall Co., Minn., had a breeding popu- 
lation slightly more than double last year’s. Gadwall, 
Black Duck, Green-winged Teal, Shoveller, Wood 
Duck and Canvas-back showed a slight decline. Total 
duck production appeared to be three times that of 
last year. The refuge foreman stated that duck pro- 
duction was as good as, if not better than, any he 
has seen in his 20 years at the Refuge (R. M. 
Abney). A bird population study in progress in a 
pothole section of Mahnomen County, Minn. revealed 
27 broods of waterfowl reared on one square mile 
this season (J. Tester). This equals that of the very 
highest producing duck areas in the northern states 
and prairie provinces. Duck brood counts were not 
completed at Seney Refuge but a good hatch was 
reported. Canada Goose breeding population was 
down to 247 from a high of 270 last year. The 1957 
hatching success was 3.8 as compared to 4.0 of last 
year. Seven hundred goslings were at flying stage 
as of Aug. 13 (McGlauchlin). An investigation by 
conservation department personnel in west central 
Minnesota revealed many young waterfowl broods 
in early July, indicating widespread destruction to 
earlier nests in the area subjected to extensive flood 
damage earlier in the season (O. Rustad and F. 
Lee). A Wood Duck hen with 21 young at Min- 
neapolis, June 16 (D. Legg); a brood of 8 young, 
which left the nest box on June 9 at Minneapolis 
(W. J. Breckenridge); and a brood of 6 young in 
Houston County (Bro. Theodore) indicates some 
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nesting success. However, no encouraging increases 
were reported anywhere in the Region. 

Hawks.—An adult Broad-wing, with 2 young of 
the year, was found in Bruce Township, Macomb 
Co., Mich. on June 29. ‘This is apparently the first 
breeding record for this species in southeastern Michi- 
gan in many years’ (Middleton). Seney Refuge had 
2 Bald Eagle nests occupied this year, one being a 
new nest. Three eaglets, the total known production, 
were banded as fledglings (McGlauchlin). At Duluth, 
Minn. migrants began arriving on July 26. First 
noted were Red-tails, Sharp-shins, Peregrines, Pigeon 
Hawks and Ospreys. The total for the period, July 
26 to Aug. 6, was 41, of which 22 were Sharp. 
shins (G. C. Kuyava). 

Cranes and Rails.—Sandhill Cranes were reported 
on the Seney Refuge this summer. Only one young 
was seen and no nest found although some time 
was spent searching. A flock of 7, probably immature 
birds, was seen on July 9 (McGlauchlin). The usual 
breeding population of Sandhill Cranes was found 
on the Leola Marsh, Adams Co., Wis. The first 
migrants appeared on April 8 (Robbins). Am. Coot 
and Florida Gallinule populations were smaller than 
in previous years at Horicon Refuge. Fluctuating 
water levels were thought to be the cause (Carlsen). 

Shorebirds—Three nests of the Piping Plover 
were reported in early June from Duluth, Minn. 
(Kuyava). In Mahnomen County, Minn. one square 
mile of original prairie with numerous small ponds, 
had 6 pairs of Upland Sandpipers (4 nests found); 
1 nest of Wilson’s Phalarope; 1 nest of Marbled 
Godwit and portions of 2 Killdeer territories (Tes- 
ter). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Ring-billed Gull nest with 3 
eggs was found on Barker's Island in Lake Superior 
near Duluth in the second week of June. This is 
the first nesting record for this area (Kuyava). 

Cuckoos.—The Black-billed Cuckoo was unusually 
abundant in Duluth, where on one 40-acre tract, 8 
to 10 pairs occurred where only one had been seen 
in previous years (Kuyava). 

Woodpeckers ——An Arctic Woodpecker was found 
nesting near Mio, Oscoda Co., Mich. on May 31. 
This is the first recorded nesting of this species in 
the Lower Peninsula (H. Mayfield). A pair of Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers nested in June at the Port 
Huron Game Area, St. Clair Co., Mich. where they 
had nested the 3 previous summers (Neil and Alice 
Kelley). The plight of our native woodpeckers is 
pointed out by observations at Minneapolis, Minn. 
A Red-bellied Woodpecker excavated a nesting cavity, 
and immediately on its completion the cavity was 
taken over by a Common Starling. The starling was 
shot. The cavity was later enlarged by a Yellow- 
shafted Flicker which in turn was driven out by 
another starling. Nearby a starling nested in a 
cavity which had been occupied by a Hairy Wood- 
pecker last year (Breckenridge). 

Flycatcher —Careful checking of details leaves 
little doubt as to the authenticity of a report of a 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher seen, July 3, on Long Point 
on the south shore of Lake of the Woods in Lake of 
the Woods County, Minn. (Frank Kelley). 
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in summer there in several years. 

T.unagers.—At the northern extreme of the breed- 
ing range, a pair of Summer Tanagers brought off 
voung at Des Moines (Brown), and a first-year 
male, evidently on territory, was killed by a car at 
Lake Forest on May 14 (Miss Clow). 

Fringillids —Blue Grosbeaks returned to 3 nesting 
habitats near Kansas City (Pucci), and for the fourth 
consecutive summer a pair nested in an area 3 miles 
south of Athens, Ill. Milton Thompson found the 
pair on June 6, and a few days later the male was 
seen defending territory against Indigo Buntings. A 
completed nest was discovered on June 29, but 
flooding of the ground prevented Thompson’s reach- 
ing it to examine the contents; no later visits were 
made. 

Dickcissels were scarce, as they seem to have been 
since 1954.—VAL NOLAN, JR., RR 10, N. Fee Lane, 
Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—On the hot 
rainy afternoon of June 26, there were widespread 
signs of unrest among the birds of southern Louisiana. 
Along Lake 
T — Pontchartrain, 
TENN. at New Orleans, 
MEMAPHS S. Gauthreaux 
GA. 
ROBEDALE | piRMINGHA had noted 
miss. | ALA. nothing except 
IRCKSON | monTGOMERY a Laughing 
Gull or two in 
the days pre- 
ceding. Now 
these gulls be- 
gan to appear 
overhead in large numbers, in company with Cas- 
pian, Royal, and Least Terns. Meanwhile at the 
Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, 150 miles to the 
west, a flock of Magnificent Frigate-birds was seen 
heading inland; and the 50 or more pairs of Purple 
Martins, the several breeding Barn Swallows, and 
the two Mockingbirds at Refuge headquarters sud- 
denly vanished. It was as though these birds sensed 
what was about to happen, as though falling pres- 
sure Or some other portent told them of the 
approach of Hurricane Audrey. 

Early next morning the storm struck. The wind 
roared in over southwestern Louisiana at a speed of 
more than 100 m.p.h., hitting with such force that 
it actually blew the painted letters off highway 
signs. Driven by the blast, an avalanche of sea water 
rolled inland over marshes and coastal ridges. At 
Grand Chenier it topped a gauge level of 11 feet; 
at the town of Cameron it is said to have approached 
a height of 20 feet. Under the combined impact of 
wind and sea, wooden houses were smashed to kind- 
ling, brick buildings fell apart in a mass of rubble, 
and oaks centuries old were torn by their roots from 
the cheniers. From its old shoreline to the banks of 
the Intracoastal Canal, 20 to 25 miles inland, Cam- 
cron Parish became part of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Trapped by the peculiar geography of the area, 
three biologists were eyewitnesses to the events that 
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took place as Louisiana’s worst storm of the present 
century swept over its best bird territory. H. W. 
Belknap, graduate student from Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, spent most of the day in the attic of one of 
the very few houses at Grand Chenier that remained 
upright on its foundations. A. B. Ensminger, Biolo- 
gist at Rockefeller Refuge, stayed with his cottage 
while it floated a quarter of a mile across the 
marsh and lodged in the woods. And J. H. Suther- 
lin, Manager of Sabine Refuge, took shelter on a 
closed porch as falling plaster made the inside of 
his residence uninhabitable and the rise of ground 
on which the Refuge headquarters are situated be- 
came an island in the Gulf. 

Several birds were seen on the wing at the height 
of the hurricane. A Snowy Egret headed into the 
wind but was borne backward at an estimated rate 
of 20 m.p.h. (ABE). Mottled Ducks and large terns, 
Caspian or Royal, on the other hand, were able to 
advance against air flows that must have exceeded 
105 m.p.h., and several large dark moths were 
observed doing the same thing (JHS). But the Boat- 
tailed Grackles that took to the air were quickly 
whisked out of sight downwind (JHS). 

Rafts of marsh debris, ranging in size from 10 x 
10 feet to 20 x 100 feet, went floating by (HWB, 
JHS). On them huddled a strange company of water 
moccasins, nutria, rails, and gallinules—sometimes 
as many as 20 birds to a raft. Occasionally as the 
great rollers surged forward, the mats of vegetation 
would buckle and disintegrate. Then, according to 
Sutherlin, the Purple Gallinules would drown, but 
the supposedly less aquatic Clapper or King Rails 
would swim adeptly away through the rough water 
and flying spindrift. 

The rain-drenched lawn at Sabine headquarters 


-became a sanctuary within a sanctuary. The wildlife 


congregated there included water snakes, a marsh 
deer, a skunk, armadillos, and 200 to 250 King or 
Clapper Rails. Cupping their wings low, Eastern 
Meadowlarks crawled along the ground to keep in 
the lee of the buildings. From somewhere out of 
the marshes one of Louisiana’s rare summering Blue- 
winged Teal appeared and lit on the grass. A Snowy 
Egret joined the refugees and was so dazed it 
allowed Sutherlin to capture it, though it later proved 
perfectly able to fly. 

Back at Lake Pontchartrain, the winds never 
reached really damaging force, but Black, Forster's, 
and Gull-billed Terns joined the mounting con- 
centration of gulls and other terns, along with Mag- 
nificent Frigate-birds in flocks of up to 25. Gauthreaux 
reported that on the day of the hurricane “the sky 
over the lake was covered” with sea birds. At Baton 
Rouge, the wind in gusts reached 50 to 60 m.p.h. 
During the worst of the blow, a group of 35 White 
Pelicans circled briefly over City Park Lake and a 
flock of 14 Black Terns appeared at New University 
Lake (RJN). Neither species had ever before been 
recorded in the Baton Rouge area in late June, and 
the pelican record was particularly surprising, since 
at this season the main population is breeding far 
to the west and north. Probably the hurricane had 
displaced birds from the colonies that have become 
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is worth noting that in a number of species, ¢.g., 
Field and Song Sparrows, nests are built on the 
ground much less frequently after the leaves have 
come out and provided concealed sites in trees and 
shrubs, and this fact would reduce the likelihood of 
loss to flooding. 

A more subtle effect of the wet weather may have 
consisted of its decreasing the quantity of insects or 
limiting the conditions necessary for birds to capture 
them. Purple Martins found dead at Chillicothe, IIl. 
in late June were thought to have starved during 
a period of rain (Mrs. W. R. Guyer). 

Herons and Egrets—Great Blue Heron counts 
fell at Crab Orchard (Bush) and Des Moines, Iowa 
(Woodward H. Brown), which may probably be 
explained by desertion or decline in use of a few 
heronries. A good example of such a local change 
is offered by Robert J. Trial, who reports that in a 
600- to 700-nest colony at New Boston, Ill. the 
1956 ratio of Great Blues to Am. Egrets was 2 to 1 
and the 1957, 20 to 1. Few other remarks were 
received concerning the egret; only 1 bird had been 
seen at Crab Orchard in late July, but Anne L. 
Stamm found numbers normal at the falls of the 
Ohio at Louisville, Ky. Yellow-crowned Night Her- 
ons brought off young near Louisville (Mrs. Stamm) 
and laid eggs, evidently without succeeding, at Des 
Moines (Brown). 

Ducks.—There was an average Wood Duck popu- 
lation at Crab Orchard (Bush), and Laurel Vag 
Camp's data from Genoa, Ohio, were quite close to* 
those of last year: 

Hawks and Eagles —An adult Swainson’s Hawk 
appeared near Rockford, Ill. at a spot where a 
pair nested in 1947; prolonged search failed to dis- 
close the bird agafn after its discovery on June 30 
(Lee Johnson). , 

Van Camp’s investigation of Bald Eagle nests in 
northern Ohio revealed that of 4 pairs in Ottawa 
County, 1 raised 2 young and 3 incubated but were 
unsuccessful; 1 pair in Sandusky County raised 2 
young; and 1 pair in Lucas County incubated with- 
out success. 

Gallinaceous Birds —A Ruffed Grouse, the only 
one seen in modern times in the area within 50 miles 
of St. Louis, was flushed from a nest of 12 eggs on 
May 16 (Eugene Wilhelm, fide J. Earl Comfort). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were reported down at 
Genoa by Van Camp, who banded 793 as against 884 
in 1956, and at Mooresville, Ind. by Robert Gre- 
gory, who banded 15 nestlings compared to 55 in 
1956. Gregory found 24 per cent of this year’s nests 
successful, 66 per cent of last year’s. Neither he nor 
Van Camp suggested causes for the decline. 

A Ringed Turtle Dove, a bird introduced in the 
vicinity of Los Angeles from southeast Europe and 
Asia and said to be much kept in confinement by 
aviculturists, appeared in July near the home of 
Langdon Robinson at Springfield, Ill. A week or so 
later an albino, apparently of the same species, began 
associating with the first bird, and on Aug. 12 a third 
Ringed Turtle Dove arrived and was courted by the 
other two. All were observed at length by Milton 
D. Thompson. 
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Ouwls.—Screech Owls have long been studied by 
Van Camp in connection with his censusing of 
Wood Duck boxes; counts for several other years 
have been recorded in this summary. Numbers were 
very low in 1957 (15 nests found, 44 young banded 
from 11 nests); Van Camp believes the scarcity 
reflects raccoon predation of the Wood Duck boxes. 

A Long-eared Owl's nest with 5 half-grown young 
was found on May 9 by David Easterla 20 miles 
south of Columbia, Mo., a notably southern location. 

Flycatchers.—Scissor-tailed Flycatchers seem to be 
breeding in increasing numbers in the Kansas City 
area. Until recently a pair was considered a great 
rarity, while now some 6 records are anticipated each 
summer. In 1957, 4 pairs were reported to Ted 
Pucci. 

Swallows.—Cliff Swallows returned for the third 
year to a barn in Medina County, Ohio, where the 
bird is a very rare breeding species. The maximum 
number of nests in place at 1 time was 10; several 
dropped before the young fledged. 

The census of Purple Martins taken annually by 
Karl Bartel at Blue Island, Ill. revealed only 170 
pairs in the area, the second lowest figure since the 
count began in 1936 (in 6 of the years over 300 
pairs were present). Although Bartel suggests the 
possibility of cyclical fluctuations in numbers, he also 
calls attention to 2 factors that may account for the 
decline: Trees have grown up over the years and 
now surround the martin houses, and many resi- 
dents of the neighborhood have reached ages at 
which they can no longer keep the structures in 
repair. The data, then, may indicate a population 
shift, not a decrease. 

Jays —Blue Jays seemed unusually numerous at 
Louisville, Cincinnati, and Columbia, Mo. 

Vireos—A White-eyed Vireo was found during 
the summer at Iowa City, near the northern limit 
of its range. The record was the first for the area; 
no nest was discovered (Fred W. Kent). Although 
Bell’s Vireo is probably common in places in the 
mid-western states west of the Mississippi, the ap- 
pearance of the species is considered noteworthy in 
most of the Region. This year Kent noted a Bell's 
Vireo at Iowa City for the first time, and Trial 
located 2 nests near New Boston, Ill. Brown believes 
the bird was more numerous at Des Moines than it 
has been in the past. 

Warblers.—Yellow-breasted Chats occurred in 
numbers attracting comment from observers in Iowa 
and in the Kansas City area. 

Icterids —There were more reports than usual of 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds. A pair was seen repeat- 
edly in a marsh at Kansas City, Kans. for the first- 
known summer record from that area. Several nests 
were found at Fox Lake, Ill. on June 23 (Trial), 
and Marion Clow saw adults and young in 2 marshes 
northwest of Lake Forest, Ill. in July. Flocks of 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds appeared on unspecified 
dates at Quincy and Galesburg, Ill. (T. E. Mus- 
selman). 

Orchard Orioles nested more numerously at Des 
Moines (Brown) and New Boston (Trial); and at 
Columbia, Mrs. O. R. Johnson found the first seen 








established on the Texas coast in recent decades; but 
some doubt is cast on this explanation by the ob- 
servation one week earlier of 8 White Pelicans at 
Pensacola—incidentally the latest ever recorded there 
in spring by 9 days (F. M. Weston). 

The only other hurricane waif reported during the 
storm was a lone Magnificent Frigate-bird over the 
Lake Charles Air Base, a bare 30 miles inland (A. 
Hanniball). But in the days immediately following, 
there were additional scattered observations of ap- 
parently displaced birds: 10 White Pelicans at 
Shreveport, June 28 (J. R. Stewart, Jr.); a Mag- 
nificent Frigate-bird at Dump Lake in Yazoo County, 
Miss., June 29 (caught on a fishing plug by R. E. 
Rester and E. Hollingsworth); a Roseate Spoonbill 
at Lafayette, La., June 28 (fide R. K. Yancey); a 
large tern, Royal or Caspian, at Cross Lake, La., 
June 30 (H. H. Jeter). Once again a Gulf hurri- 
cane had failed to produce records of any real 
Regional rarities. 

Hurricane Audrey marked the localized climax of 
a generally disastrous nesting season for the birds of 
the Central Southern Region. The story was much 
the same over wide areas—far too much rain in 
spring and early summer. At Rosedale, Miss., for 
example, M. G. Vaiden reported a 9-inch excess 
in precipitation for the first 6 months of the year 
and expressed the opinion that thousands of birds 
were lost in the backwaters. He called the nesting 
season the latest he has ever seen and, in doing so, 
he was stating what other observers in other section$ 
must have felt but did not so forcefully put in words. 
It was precisely this circumstance that made Audrey 
so devastating to bird life. Mature birds, and older 
immatures as well, showed an amazing ability to 
cope with forces that took a frightful toll of human 
life and property. But, coming when it did, the great 
storm hopelessly disrupted breeding cycles that were 
already far behind schedule. Compounding disaster, 
the tidal wave inundated acre upon acre of fresh- 
water marsh with salt water, causing damage to 
habitat that may be felt for a long time to come. 
The more immediate effects of the hurricane involved 
such a variety of birds that results can be most 
conveniently related in the systematic account that 
follows. 

Loons and Shearwaters—On the night of May 31, 
the cry of a loon, a sound almost unknown in 
Louisiana, was heard by a party (RJN, P. A. Daigre) 
aboard a boat anchored off North Island in Chan- 
deleur Sound. The usual reports of summering 
Common Loons at Pensacola were again received 
(FMW), and 2 were also noted near Panama City, 
Fla. on July 28 (Henry M. Stevenson, L. E. 
Williams). Shearwaters have so seldom been ob- 
served in the Gulf of Mexico that a report of 
specifically unidentified Puffinus 6 miles off Panama 
City on July 20 (LEW) is of considerable interest. 
Williams believed there were two species present. 

Herons through Bitterns—Adult wading birds 
came through the catastrophe of June 27 incredibly 
well. As many herons and egrets as ever, or even 
more than ever, have been observed since the storm 
in four hard-hit areas: Sabine Refuge (JHS), the 
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environs of Cameron (J. N. Pattison), the Willow 
Island heronry in Lacassine Bayou (HWB, RJN), 
and the marsh south of Intracoastal City (V. T. 
Harris). Especially noteworthy was a count of 49 
Cattle Egrets on July 2 in a clump of willows along 
Lacassine Bayou, where the maximum previously 
recorded this year had been only 12 pairs. Belknap 
suggested that seeming increases may merely have 
been the product of improved visibility resulting 
from thinning out of rushes and cane in the marsh, 
Three of the areas reported heavy nest destruction. 
At Willow Island only one nest in 15, and no 
eggs or nestlings, remained. Two dead Louisiana 
Herons and 18 drowned Snowy Egrets, all of un- 
determined age, were found there on July 2; but 
many young of the year, though yet unable to fly, 
had somehow survived and could be seen climbing 
about the broken rushes and low trees. On July 1, 
Green Herons, also too young to fly, were clambering 
about Chinaberry Island on Sabine Refuge (JHS). 
On Aug. 8, egrets and Louisiana Herons were ob- 
served renesting at Lacassine Bayou (VTH). Even 
well inland, the high winds must have caused severe 
nest damage. A previously occupied Least Bittern 
nest at Baton Rouge was found empty at the height 
of the storm with the parent bird sitting a few feet 
away (RJN); and a clutch of 4 Least Bittern eggs 
in a rice field at Mamou, La. on July 20 (M. B. 
Meanley) was late enough to suggest a second 
attempt at nesting. Observation of a Reddish Egret 
at seldom-visited Freemason Island, La. on June 1 
(Mrs. A. B. Tolman) recalls last year’s record of 
6 at neighboring North Island on almost the same 
date—the first reported June occurrence of the species 
in Louisiana. 

Ibises and Spoonbills—Both White and White- 
faced Ibises had a trying time during the breeding 
season of 1957. At the famous “Burn” in Cameron 
Parish, grazing of bulrushes by nutria and high water 
so delayed the breeding cycle that most of the 
estimated 1400 White-faced Ibises there were still 
constructing nests on June 11—a date when in 
normal years young are already on the wing (HWB). 
No visit to this isolated spot has been possible since 
the hurricane, but it is unlikely that any of these 
birds could have succeeded in raising young. At 
Willow Island in Lacassine Bayou, the breeding 
cycle proceeded on schedule. By early June, im- 
mature White-faced Ibises were already making prac- 
tice flights in the rookery (HWB). There are good 
grounds for hoping that most of the 600 adults and 
young inhabiting the colony before the storm were 
able to escape to higher ground. On July 2, only 7 
White-faced Ibises were observed at Willow Island, 
but no ibis corpses were noted (HWB, RJN). In 
Alabama, spring floods were blamed for the com- 
plete abandonment of the large White Ibis colony 
at Southfield Lake in northern Baldwin County (T. 
A. Imhof, J. E. Keeler). Apparently the frustrated 
birds wandered far and wide. W. U. Harris noticed 
flocks of more than 100 birds flying down the Tom- 
bigbee River at Jackson on many dates in April, 
and D. C. Hulse had an observation of 2 adult 
White Ibises at Wheeler Refuge on May 7—the 
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only Alabama record north of the coastal plain prior 
time when juveniles are on the wing. At 
Refuge, 5 Roseate Spoonbills were seen im- 
ediately after the hurricane had passed, and a group 
of 30 feeding there next day included young of the 
year (JHS). 

Hawks through Quail—A Swallow-tailed Kite at 
Pensacola on June 25 (B. L. Monroe, Jr.) was the 
latest ever recorded in the three westernmost counties 
of Florida by 5 days. The species is rare in that sec- 
tion but apparently is much less so a bit farther east 
along the Apalachicola River in Calhoun County, 
where 5 individuals were observed on June 4 (LEW). 
An inexplicably large concentration of 35 to 40 
Mississippi Kites, nearly all adult, perched in a dead 
tree at Memphis on June 28 (O. F. Irwin). This 
species is very seldom encountered north of that city, 
but 2 were seen 7 miles south of Dyersburg, Tenn. 
on July 20 (Dr. and Mrs. F. W. Loetscher, Jr.). 
Reporting on 3 Broad-winged Hawks in east-central 
Newton County, Ark. on Aug. 3 and 4, D. A. James 
suggested that the records of recent years indicate the 
Broad-wing to be a common breeder in the high 
Ozarks. Unseasonably wet weather in Arkansas re- 
sulted in the poorest spring reproduction of Bob- 
white since systematic censuses have been taken 
(Ark. Fish and Game Commission). 

Rails and Gallinules —Although King and Clapper 
Rails are usually among the most prominent victims 
of storm tides, the big inundation of June 27 left 
little tangible evidence of mortality among these 
species. Three dead birds in juvenal plumage at 
Grand Chenier (HWB) and a carcass or two in a 
spot check at Holly Beach (J. P. Gee) were all that 
were definitely reported. On July 5, Clapper Rails 
were calling more vociferously than ever at Rocke- 
feller Refuge (RJN), and on 4 trips through the 
marshes of Vermilion Parish, 5 to 17 days after the 
storm, Kings or Clappers could be seen every 100 
feet along 6 miles of spoil bank (VTH). Bearing out 
Sutherlin’s observations of their helplessness during 
the hurricane, dead gallinules were much more plen- 
tiful. He counted 19 in one spot the next day, and 
nearly 10 times that number were reported from 
Rockefeller Refuge (RKY). That either eggs or 
newly hatched chicks could have weathered the dis- 
aster that killed so many grown gallinules seems 
next to incredible. Yet an adult Purple Gallinule 
and 2 downy young were foraging about the floating 
debris at Willow Island in Lacassine Bayou 5 days 
after the blow (HWB, RJN). A King Rail nest 
with 7 eggs on March 30 and a Purple Gallinule 
nest with eggs hatching on Aug. 11, both at Mamou 
(MBM), were respectively the earliest and latest 
nestings of these species recorded in Louisiana. 

Shorebirds—Tank maneuvers on breeding grounds 
of the Wilson’s Plover at Gulfport, Miss. destroyed 
many nests and young birds (Cora L. Evans). A 
downy young Killdeer at Decatur, Ala. on April 1 
(M. Baker) and a Killdeer nest at Little Rock, 
\rk. on July 4 (V. G. Springer) are considered 
very early and very late for their respective localities. 
[wo Upland Sandpipers were observed together at 
Mamou on June 22 (MBM), the first June date for 


Louisiana. Exact counts of Am. Avocets 8 miles east 
of Cameron, La. on June 19 revealed 54 in one 
flock and 59 in another. The record is remarkable 
not only for number but also for date, being the latest 
in the state in spring by 5 days. The birds were in 
breeding plumage. 

Jaegers through Terns.—Three Parasitic Jaegers, 
2 in the light phase, one in the dark phase, were 
identified 5 miles offshore from Panama City, Fla. 
on July 21 (LEW). They exhibited all the field 
marks of the species including central tail feathers 
approximately 3 inches long. The Ring-billed Gull, 
previously unrecorded in Louisiana between June 14 
and July 21, was repeatedly observed at Lake Pont- 
chartrain in numbers up to 4 from June 19 to July 
16 (SG). Two adults gulls at Decatur, Ala. on June 
3 were watched closely in flight and at rest for half 
an hour and identified as Franklin’s Gulls (DCH) ; 
the white area near the tip of the wing was carefully 
noted. The species has never before been reported 
in Alabama. The big central sandbar near Rosedale, 
Miss., ordinarily a breeding site for hundreds of 
Least Terns, remained under water until the close 
of the period, and not one of the birds has yet been 
seen in the area (MGV). In early July, a colony 
of approximately 25 pairs of Least Terns made the 
ill-fated experiment of nesting on the gravelled roof 
of the Pensacola Municipal Auditorium, 40 to 50 
feet above the surrounding roadway and parking 
area (L. E. Goodnight). Few if any young were 
reared. As soon as they could run, they fell down one 
of the many drains or were washed into them by 
heavy rains. Emerging onto the roadway below, all 
were crushed by the heavy traffic or caught by hand 
and carried off. On May 24, an adult Black Tern 
was seen to carry a fish for some distance along 


- Cochrane Causeway in Alabama before it finally 


passed from sight (TAI, M. W. Gaillard). As 
Imhof pointed out, the observation may merely have 
involved courtship feeding. 

Doves and Cuckoos.—Near Decatur, Ala., Leo M. 
Martin discovered Mourning Dove nests containing 
abnormally large clutches of 3 and 4 eggs. One of 
the 3-egg sets hatched 3 young. Two Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos were heard calling from the woods at Grand 
Chenier the morning after the hurricane; and one 
was observed at Morrison Springs, Fla., sitting on 
a nest with no eggs or young on the late date of Aug. 
9 (LEW). At Higdon, Ala., 12 miles south of the 
Tennessee line, a Black-billed Cuckoo in song was 
noted on June 7 (TAI). Except for an obvious 
migrant on June 4, 1954, this was the first breeding- 
season Black-bill recorded in Alabama. Though a 
common bird of the Southwest, the Road-runner 
seems first to have invaded Louisiana in the north- 
western section. Now reports are cropping up from 
the southern part of the state as well. On May 7 
Rita F. Smith glimpsed a large terrestrial bird be- 
lieved to be of this species at Hackberry, and on 
May 20 Mrs. J. A. Gaskin saw another in her yard 
at Lake Charles. Evidence that the Road-runner is 
also spreading northward in the Region was pro- 
vided by an observation at Mayfield, Ark. on Aug 
3 (DAJ), the northernmost ever for Arkansas. 
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Whip-poor-will and Woodpeckers—On July 6, a 
single Whip-poor-will was noted in Crowley's Ridge 
State Park, Ark., east of what was thought to be 
its breeding range in that state (DAJ). Since no 
Louisiana bird book gives breeding dates for either 
species, it seems desirable to place on record ob- 
servations of a Pileated Woodpecker constructing a 
nest at Alexandria on March 23 and a Hairy Wood- 
pecker feeding young at the same place the next day 
(MBM). 

Flycatchers—As a result perhaps of violent weath- 
er in Oklahoma and Texas, single Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers were observed at unusual times and 
places: Wedington, Ark., May 30 (DAJ), the first 
for Northwest Arkansas north of Fort Smith; Cull- 
man, Ala., June 2 (D. Brown), the fourth and latest 
ever for inland Alabama; Pensacola, June 9 (C. J. 
Kahn), the latest ever for Northwest Florida by 25 
days. On May 11, a pair of Scissor-tailed Flycatchers 
was noted near Keatchie in De Soto Parish, La. 
(HHJ, JRS), and the female was seen carrying 
material to a nest under construction on the limb of 
a loblolly pine. The observation extends the known 
breeding range of the species to 4 parishes. In 1956, 
the Eastern Phoebe was found nesting in Louisiana 
for the first time (HHJ), but the event was not 
immediately reported. The nest, which was located 
near Four Forks, was used again this spring, with 
young fledging in May. Shortly afterward it was 
washed away by unusually heavy rains. Jeter dis- 
covered 2 other active nests, and a few old ones, this 
year east of Bethany in Caddo Parish, about 10 miles 
north of the Four Forks site. Young left both these 
nests in late June. A few Eastern Phoebes were 
seen in early July; but, as was true last year, none 
could be found in August. 

Swallows —Barn Swallows of the pale-breasted 
coastal form insularis were again found nesting in 
the old defense forts on Santa Rosa Island and in 
a boat shed at Pensacola (FMW), in buildings at 
the end of West Pier in Gulfport, Miss. (CLE), 
and at Sabine Refuge, where, after replacement of 
the old bridges, they resorted to the headquarters 
boathouses (JHS, RJN). The Sabine birds resumed 
tenancy of these buildings the day after the hurricane. 
What is more remarkable, Barn Swallows were seen 
several times during the spring and summer on the 
west bank of the Mississippi near Vacherie, La. 
(CLE). Presumably these were of the pale-breasted 
type also, though the locality is more than 45 miles 
inland, much farther from the coast than insularis 
has previously been known to occur in the breeding 
season. Nesting Barn Swallows of the northern race 
shared a culvert at Alma, Ark. with a colony of 
Cliff Swallows (B. W. Beall). In late June all but 
one of the Cliff Swallow nests were destroyed, while 
the Barn Swallow nests remained undamaged. The 
parent Purple Martins of the Sabine Refuge colony, 
absent during the hurricane, returned in a body at 
noon on the following day and found several of 
their nest boxes turned upside down (JHS). Never- 
theless most of the young inside survived. 

Nuthatches and Wrens——A Brown-headed Nut- 
hatch was observed nest building at Alexandria, 
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La. on Feb. 22 (MBM). Last summer's report 
featured convincing circumstantial evidence of the 
nesting of the House Wren in Middle Tennessee, Ip 
April and May of this year, H. C. Monk and Mrs. 
A. R. Laskey again noted the species at Nashville— 
this time at 4 different points. On May 18, Mrs. 
Laskey discovered the first House Wren eggs known 
in that area. Broods of 4 and 6 fledged and were 
banded. Meanwhile at Memphis on June 22, Mary 
Davant recorded the first summering House Wren 
for West Tennessee. In the ensuing 11 days, the bird 
was watched filling a nesting box with twigs (MD, 
Lula Coffey, Norene Smith). A Long-billed Marsh 
Wren was heard singing in the cattails at Grand 
Chenier 9 days after the passing of Audrey (RJN). 

Mockingbirds through Warblers—James reported 
that the late ice and snow storm in Arkansas on 
April 12 had little noticeable effect on early nesting 
species. Of the many nests under observation at that 
time, only those of a Mockingbird, 2 robins, and 
a bluebird suffered damage. The 2 Sabine Refuge 
Mockingbirds remained absent from their usual haunts 
at Refuge headquarters for 2 weeks after the hurti- 
cane (JHS). A Veery at Gadsden, the first ever 
recorded in Alabama in summer, was seen almost 
daily and heard singing at dawn and dusk from 
June 21 to July 13 (Edith L. Clark). Gadsden is 
approximately 100 miles west of the nearest definitely 
known breeding station, Brasstown Bald in Georgia. 
For the second consecutive summer a pair of Bell's 
Vireos was noted regularly near Bodcau Dam in the 
Shreveport area (HHJ). The observations represent 
a probable extension of the known breeding range 
in Louisiana 20 miles eastward and the site is the 
first ever found in the state outside bottomland 
habitat. On June 7, in a rhododendron thicket near 
Higdon, Ala., at an elevation of 1150 feet, the notes 
of a Swainson’s Warbler were heard 4 times in 
15 minutes (TAI). The species had never before 
been encountered in the mountains of that. state 
during the breeding season. Though the Black- 
throated Green Warbler is common at many lo- 
calities in northern Alabama in summer, the ob- 
servation of a male and female feeding bob-tailed 
young at Rosalie on June 7 (TAI) is the first real 
proof of breeding in the state. 

Meadowlarks through Tanagers—Several Eastern 
Meadowlarks were heard singing at Grand Chenier 
on July 5, before flood waters in that area had 
wholly receded. Dead Red-winged Blackbirds noted 
at Sabine Refuge after the hurricane all appeared to 
be immatures (JHS). Few Red-wings, Orchard 
Orioles, or Boat-tailed Grackles could be found in 
the marshes of Vermilion Parish on the fifth day 
following the storm, but all 3 of these species were 
present in former abundance by the eighth day 
(VTH). The fortunes of the Boat-tail varied greatly 
from place to place in the devastated area. Normal 
numbers were restored at Sabine Refuge within 24 
hours after the wind subsided (JHS), but the species 
has remained scarce at Rockefeller Refuge through 
the end of the period (ABE, HWB). Last year 
indirect evidence was presented for the breeding of 
the Brown-headed Cowbird in Florida. In June 
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1957 single birds, the first ever observed there in 
that month, were noted by several observers in the 
northwestern part of the state at various localities 
right down to the coastal woods; and a specimen 
taken in the upper part of Escambia County on June 
g (A. M. McMillan, Jr.) contained eggs in ad- 
vanced stages of development. The largest would 
have been laid the next day had the bird lived. A 2 
Scarlet Tanager was seen on June 16, four miles west 
of Pittsboro, Miss., 72 miles south of the Tennessee 
line (B. B. Coffey). 

Fringillids —Cardinals remained plentiful in the 
little patches of woods at Grand Ckenier in spite of 
the havoc caused by Audrey (RJN). Singing ¢ Blue 
Grosbeaks at 3 widely separated localities in northern 
Escambia County, Fla. on June 8 were evidently 
on territory (FMW). Thus signs of the breeding 
of this species in Northwest Florida continue to 
accumulate. The Indigo Bunting is another finch 
that seems in danger of disqualification as a “key” 
transient—that is, as a migrant not known to breed 
in the Gulf counties. Following Imhof’s record of 
May 25 on Dauphin Island, additional singing males 
were reported from 8 miles east of Cameron, La. on 
June 19 (JPG) and from Century, Fla. on June 
22 (FMW, BLM). On Aug. 9 at Grand Chenier, 
8 Seaside Sparrows were quickly squeaked up at 
one spot in the marsh that had been under 10 feet 
of water 6 weeks before (RJN). The three known 
breeding-season localities of the Lark Sparrow in 
Alabama doubled to 6 this summer with observations 
at Livingston (pair from second week in April 
through first week in July, J. Jackson); near Epes 
(flock of 5 on July 13, TAI); and near Boligee 
(flock of 7 on July 13, TAI). However, a record 
of a set of 3 eggs plus 2 cowbird eggs at Aléxandria, 
La. on May 18 (MBM) is a reminder that the 
Epes and Boligee date is well past the time when 
Lark Sparrows complete their first nesting. During 
May, June, July, and August, 4 Slate-colored Juncos 
frequented a backyard in Clay County, Ala., just 
north of Goodwater, near the southern end of the 
Talladega Mountains (Blanche E. Dean). The species 
had never previously been reported in the state in 
summer. 

Correction—The record of a Lapland Longspur 
collected at Dauphin Island on March 17, 1956, 
has been found invalid—ROBERT J. NEWMAN, 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather conditions over the Region were varied. 
Temperatures in the Prairie Provinces and Montana 
were near normal except for southern Alberta and 
southern Saskatchewan where above-normal readings 
were general. South Dakota was generally cool while 
North Dakota temperatures ranged from above 
normal to unusually warm for the period. Precipita- 
tion was below normal for the entire Region with 
the exception of South Dakota where generally wet 
conditions prevailed. Drought conditions were still 
prevalent in Montana and the southern parts of Al- 
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berta and Saskatchewan in late August. Some hail 
in southeastern South Dakota and in southern Sas- 
katchewan caused considerable damage to nests and 
birds during the nesting season. 

Grebes, Pelicans—Several broods consisting of 
2 to 5 young Red-necked Grebes were observed at 
Lower Souris Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Upham, N. 
Dak. (Don Gray). Bowdoin Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Malta, Mont. reported Eared Grebes as abundant 
(Leon Snyder). An estimated 500 Western Grebe 
broods were reported from Sand Lake Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak. (Howard Huenecke); 
numerous broods were seen at Lacreek Nat'l Wild- 
life Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. (Kenneth Krumm). 
Western Grebes continued to be scarce on the North 
Dakota Refuges. Approximately 1500 young White 
Pelicans were reared on 2 islands in Chase Lake near 
Jamestown, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson); Sand Lake and 
Lacreek Refuges in South Dakota had about 250 


~ each (HH, KK). 


Herons, Bitterns — An American Egret was found 
at Armstrong Lake near Rochester, Alta. on July 22 
(Edmonton Bird Club); one was present at Sand 
Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak. 
from Aug. 8 to 10 (HH). The Green Heron ob- 
served at Arrowwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ken- 
sal, N. Dak. on Aug. 7 constituted a new record for 
the refuge (NN). Am. Bitterns were less common 
than usual at Long Lake, Des Lacs and Arrowwood 
Refuges in North Dakota. A Least Bittern was 
noted at Sand Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in South 
Dakota on July 25 (HH). 

W aterfowl—The cold snap in early April caused 
a set-back in Canada Goose nesting at Lower Souris 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Upham, N. Dak.; a poor 
hatch with many nest desertions was reported (DG). 
Cold weather during the early part of the season 
resulted in late duck nesting in most areas. A sharp 
decrease in diving ducks was reported from several 
North Dakota refuges and from Medicine Lake Nat’! 
Wildlife Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. (Elmo 
Adams). Bowdoin Refuge in Montana and Sand 
Lake Refuge in South Dakota reported increases in 
total duck production (LS, HH). 

Hawks.—The Edmonton Bird Club reported the 
following hawk nest observations: Goshawk nest 
with eggs and newly hatched young at Frog Lake 
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east of St. Paul, Alta., June 8; Cooper’s Hawk nest 
with 4 young at Elk Island Nat'l Park, Alta., June 
7; Broad-winged Hawk nest containing eggs near 
Edmonton, Alta., June 11; Peregrine Falcon nest 
with 3 eggs near Edmonton, Alta., June 15. Swain- 
son’s Hawks were reported as scarce in most areas. 

Upland Game Birds —With the exception of the 
southwestern part of the state, North Dakota had a 
good hatch of Sharp-tailed Grouse. Arrowwood 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. had an 
average of 16 grouse per section on the refuge (NN). 
The average Ring-necked Pheasant brood at Lacreek 
Refuge in South Dakota contained 7 young. Both 
Lacreek and Sand Lake Refuges had a good hatch 
(KK, HH). Bob-white were on the increase at 
Lake Andes Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes, 
S. Dak.; a brood of 11 was noted during the second 
week in August (Leo Kirsch). 

Coots, Shorebirds —A noticeable decrease in Am. 
Coots was reported from several refuges in the 
Dakotas and Montana. Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. counted 50 summer resi- 
dents; Sand Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Columbia, 
S. Dak. noted a few broods (ES, HH). Two Piping 
Plover nests were found at Miquelon Lake, southeast 
of Edmonton, Alta., May 19 (E.B.C.); a pair with 
3 young was noted at Peterson Lake in McClean 
County, N. Dak. on July 9 (Robert Randall). For 
the second consecutive year no Long-billed Curlews 
nested on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont.; they 
were present in normal numbers in the surrounding 
area (Leon Snyder). Several North and South Da- 
kota observers reported an increase in Upland Sand- 
pipers. While Snake Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Riverdale, N. Dak. reported a high nesting popula- 
tion of Marbled Godwits and Am. Avocets (Jerald 
Wilson), Medicine Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont. noted a decrease (EA). The 
total production of young Wilson’s Phalaropes at 
Long Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak. 
was 100 to 125 birds, a decrease of 25 per cent 
(Homer Bradley). 

Gulls, Terns —California and Ring-billed Gulls 
were present in large numbers at Bowdoin Refuge 
in Montana (LS). The nesting colonies of Ring-billed 
Gulls at Peterson and Williams Lakes, east of Turtle 
Lake, N. Dak. numbered 3000 and 1500 birds respec- 
tively (RR). Medicine Lake Refuge in Montana 
reported Franklin’s Gulls as abundant (EG). Four 
Sabine’s Gulls were found at Muriel Lake near 
Bonnyville, Alta. on June 4 (E.B.C.). Six Caspian 
Terns were -observed in the Ring-billed Gull colony 
at Lake Williams in McClean County, N. Dak. on 
June 26 (RR). 

Doves, Owls——Many North and South Dakota 
observers reported a poor hatch of Mourning Doves. 
Howard Huenecke wrote that many nests and nest- 
lings were destroyed by wind, hail and rain at Sand 
Lake Refuge in South Dakota on Aug. 8. Robert 
Randall reported that the Mourning Dove population 
in the Bismarck, N. Dak. area was down about 50 
per cent from 1956. Bowdoin Refuge in Montana 
and Snake Creek and Lower Souris Refuges in North 
Dakota reported above normal numbers (LS, JW, 
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DG). Lower Souris had 35 nests in an area of 29 
acres at refuge headquarters on June 28 (DG). A 
Richardson’s Owl nest with 3 young was seen near 
Lac Ste. Anne, west of Edmonton, Alta. on May 22 
(E.B.C.). Burrowing Owls were seen more frequently 
than in 1956 in the vicinity of Sand Lake Refuge 
in South Dakota (HH). A Saw-whet Owl with 1 
egg was found near Edmonton, Alta. on June 26 
(E.B.C.). 

Swifts, Woodpeckers —Chimney Swifts were seen 
daily in Rapid City, S. Dak. White-throated Swifts 
were present in normal numbers in the Black Hills 
region (Dr. N. R. Whitney, Jr.) A Red-headed 
Woodpecker was observed near Vermillion, Alta, 
on June 16 (E.B.C.). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Say'’s Phoebes were feed. 
ing young near Kenmare, N. Dak. on July 4. 
Western Wood Pewees nesting on the Bowdoin 
Refuge in Montana established a new record (LS). 
A large increase in Purple Martins was noted in 
the Des Lacs Refuge and Kenmare, N. Dak. vicinities; 
most of them had departed by Aug. 20. 

Warblers —A Myrtle Warbler nest with eggs was 
seen at Frog Lake east of St. Paul, Alta., June 5 
(E.B.C.). Fledgling Oven-birds were observed in 
Rapid City, S. Dak. on June 18 (NRW). Connec- 
ticut Warblers were heard singing near Lac Ste. 
Anne, Alta., June 7 (E.B.C.). Fledgling Common 
Yellowthroats were noted along Box Elder Creek 
in Lawrence County, S. Dak. on June 11. Young 
Am. Redstarts had left the nest on June 29 in Rapid 
City, S. Dak. (NRW). 

Finches and Sparrows—A singing male Indigo 
Bunting, accompanied by a female, was observed in 
southern Meade County, S. Dak. on July 13 (NRW). 
A Lark Sparrow nest with 5 eggs was found at the 
base of a tiny pine in Rapid City, $. Dak. on June 
26; the eggs hatched on July 3. Another nest with 
4 eggs was observed in a roadside ditch in the Kill- 
deer Mountains in North Dakota on June 29. Chest- 
nut-collared Longspurs were still feeding young near 
Kenmare, N. Dak. in late July—ANN M. GAMMELL, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Rain- 
fall was spotty in the Region but most localities re- 
ported about average totals. The growth of vegeta- 
tion following the re- 
cord-breaking _ spring 
rains was very rank and 
certainly provided more 
nesting cover for both 
ground-and tree-nesting 
birds than has_ been 
available since 1951. 
Water levels were gen- 
erally high although 
near Amarillo many 
ponds were still dry 
and Buffalo Lake was 
at its lowest level in 
five years (Mrs. I. D. 
Acord). June was a 
cool month in most 
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areas, While July and early August revealed more 
typical temperatures. 

' Most observers reported that nesting success was 
fair to good but certain species revealed either low 
breeding populations or low nesting success or both. 
After three to seven years of drought such variation 
is not surprising. The Mourning Dove in particular 
made a very late start and early nesting efforts pro- 
duced very few fledglings. Since seed production 
was so poor last year it is likely that doves went 
into the nesting season in poor physiological condi- 
tion. A few incubating Mourning Doves, Bullock's 
Orioles and House Sparrows were apparently killed 
by hail which accompanied a two-inch cloudburst at 
Midland, Tex. on June 23. However, such losses 
are not rare in the Region and the overall bird popu- 
lation in that locality seemed to be typical (Mrs. F. 
Williams). 

Grebes through Hawks—Western Grebes showed 
a marked increase in nesting populations near Fort 
Collins, Colo. Thirty nests were located at Fossil 
Creek Reservoir on June 2 (Mr. and Mrs. J. Dou- 
glass). Populations of post-nesting season herons 
and egrets were conspicuously low at Stillwater 
(FMB) and at Commerce, Tex. (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). 
The Blue-winged Teal may have nested in Oklahoma 
numbers. A female with 11 young was 
found near Kingfisher and another with 9 ducklings 
near Hennessey on Aug. 3 (T. Jessee). These con- 
stitute the first definite nesting records reported in 
several years. The Mississippi Kite continued to in- 
crease as a nesting species near Stillwater. Nests were 
found on June 2 and July 30 and at least two 
other pairs were located (FMB). The Swainson’s 
Hawk was conspicuously scarce at Midland, where 
the average count of 6-10 per field trip dropped to 
the point that the species was not recorded on several 
trips (FW). 

Quails through Terns ——The Bob-white apparently 
had a poor nesting season at Stillwater. Coveys broke 
up later than usual and no young were seen or 
heard during the period (FMB). At Topeka, Kans. 
(L. B. Carson) and at Tyler, Tex. (J. Gordon) this 
species was believed to have had good nesting suc- 
cess. Scaled Quail nesting was normal at Midland 
(FW). Two Florida Gallinules seen at the head of 
Lake Tyler on June 2 and again on July 7 were pro- 
bably nesting. No other summer records are known 
for that locality (JG, G. Taylor). At Amarillo, Tex. 
Snowy Plovers were found in several localities on 
July 4 and acted like nesting birds. This species is not 
known to nest in that region (IDA). The Ring- 
necked Pheasant and the Greater Prairie Chicken 
apparently had good nesting seasons at Topeka 
(LBC). An Am. Woodcock, seen near Lake Tyler 
on July 7, may have been on its nesting ground. In 
any event it was an unusual seasonal record (J. 
Arvin and GT). A flock of about 15 imm. Ring- 
villed and 2-3 imm. Franklin’s Gulls was seen 
1roughout the period at Buffalo Lake in the Texas 
anhandle (IDA). Gulls seldom spend the summer 
n the Region. A Common Tern seen at Lake Tyler 
mn May 26 is believed to be a new locality record 


JG). 


in some 


Doves through Hummingbirds —One of the fea- 
tures of the nesting season in Oklahoma was the 
lateness of Mourning Doves. For example, on a study 
area in Major County which contained at least 36 
active nests last year only 2 were found on the same 
date this year (R. L. Downing). No fledged Mourn- 
ing Doves were seen at Stillwater until July 14, at 
least 6 weeks later than in some years (FMB). At 
the Salt Plains Refuge many young were found dead 
in the nest (M. Bennett). At Amarillo the nesting 
season was also late and many of the first eggs did 
not hatch (IDA). Nesting success at Tyler was 
thought to be high (JG). Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
were unusually numerous at Amarillo (IDA). Chim- 
ney Swifts were seen west of their normal range in 
some numbers. At Amarillo 1-3 were observed on 
several dates between May 22 and July 20 (IDA). 
At Denver 5 were noted on June 7 (D. M. That- 
cher). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds showed a 
marked decrease at Bartlesville, Okla. (Mrs. A. M. 
Mery). At Amarillo not a single hummingbird was 
reported during the period (IDA). 

Flycatchers through Wrens.—The Western King- 
bird continued to decrease at Midland (FW). A 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher seen at Fort Collins on June 
7 was considerably west of its normal range (J. 
Hall). More Scissor-tails than usual were reported 
at Topeka (LBC). The House Wren continued to 
show an increase at Stillwater where at least 5 sing- 
ing males were noted in June (FMB). In contrast, 
the Carolina Wren appeared to be unusually scarce. 
Several breeding territories were not occupied and 
the species was heard or seen only occasionally 
(FMB). 

Thrushes through Blackbirds—At least one pair 
of Am. Robins raised young at Midland. This is 


~ the second year that this species has been known to 


nest (FW). The Common Starling has shown a 
marked increase at Colorado Springs and is invading 
new areas to nest (Mrs. H. J. Wagner). Bell’s Vireo 
apparently had a poor nesting season at Stillwater. 
On one study area 4 pairs did not raise more than 
2 broods during the entire summer (FMB). The 
Cerulean Warbler was found nesting in the Sabine 
River bottoms north of Tyler on July 21 (JA, JG 
and GT). This record is believed to be the first 
nesting near Tyler (JG). Orchard Orioles seemed 
to be unusually numerous at Stillwater (FMB); 
however, they were reported to be generally scarce 
at Tyler (JG). A singing male carrying food was 
observed at Buffalo Lake on July 21 (IDA). In the 
Texas Panhandle Orchard Orioles are usually con- 
fined to the Canadian River brakes. 

Grosbeaks through Sparrows.—The Cardinal nested 
for the first time at Midland where a pair was suc- 
cessful in raising young (FW). The first definite 
breeding of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak in Oklahoma 
was a nest along the North Canadian River near 
Oklahoma City located on June 25 (H. Chezem, J. 
E. Martin). Blue Grosbeak populations showed 
marked changes in several localities. This species was 
found nesting for the first time south of Denver when 
young in the nest were located near Sedalia on Aug. 
10 (C. Royall) and others were noted in that same 








general area on Aug. 12 (R. J. Niedrach). Blue Gros- 
beaks along with Indigo Buntings were unusually 
plentiful at Tyler (JG), but at Midland the Blue 
Grosbeak was very rare (FW). A female and a sing- 
ing male Lazuli Bunting were found at Canyon, Tex. 
July 15-20 (J. E. Bailey). This species is rare in that 
locality in summer. The Dickcissel showed a marked 
increase at Alva, Okla. (P. Nighswonger). The 
Painted Bunting was rare at Midland and the Lark 
and Cassin’s Sparrows revealed a definite decrease in 
numbers in the same locality (FW). Cassin’s Spar- 
row has declined from its former status of fairly com- 
mon to only a few pairs in the Amarillo region 
(IDA).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The season was hot 
and dry. Excessive spring rains, which relieved the 
drought in most areas, played out after the third 

week in June, and 















- a return to drought 
—_—= conditions appeared 
aid ston i, imminent as surface 

a Aveston! moisture evaporated 

and weeds and 


grasses turned brown 
of under sunny skies. 
June precipitation 
Xv was above normal at 
RO pt.” | + most reporting ‘ta- 
tions except west of 
a line from San Antonio southward, with greatest 
amounts falling along the upper coast and in the 
Harlingen—Brownsville—Port Isabel section of the 
lower Rio Grande Delta. Total rainfall was far below 
normal from the last week in June through Aug. 15 
in most areas, principal exceptions being a few upper 
coastal and east Texas points affected by Hurricane 
Audrey and Tropical Storm Bertha. Temperatures 
averaged slightly below normal in June, and slightly 
above normal the remainder of the season in most 
areas; departure from the long-term mean did not 
exceed an average of 3 degrees over the two periods 
indicated, 

Heavy spring rains caused widespread local flood- 
ing into early June, washing out considerable river- 
bottom brush and cattail habitat which had grown 
up during drought years, but gains far outweighed 
losses. Creeks which had been dry for years ran 
again, inactive springs flowed again, marshes and 
reservoirs were filled to overflowing. Vegetation 
responded spectacularly. Weeds and wild flowers 
grew rank—somewhat to the detriment of native 
range grass which, lacking adequate fall rains, had 
not made sufficient growth before weeds covered 
the countryside. In parts of the west, range grass 
was the best since 1950. 

Permanent residents and earlier nesting summer 
resident species started the breeding cycle before 
the wet season was well under way, but water, food 
and cover were plentiful—and insect populations 
proportionately high—by the time many summer 
residents arrived from the south the latter part of 
April. The transformation from barren fields to 
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weed jungles probably caused great numbers of such 
migrants as Dickcissels to remain for nesting. Growth 
of sunflowers was particularly impressive. In most 
sections, conditions remained favorable for nesting 
through the peak of summer activity, and many 
summer residents were already moving southward by 
late July as the countryside dried up. 

Hurricane Audrey—The U. S. Weather Bureau 
considers Audrey probably the worst June hurricane 
on record. On the morning of June 27 the center 
of the storm crossed the coastline near the Texas- 
Louisiana border, about midway between Beaumont, 
Tex. and Lake Charles, La. Wind gusts were esti- 
mated at 100 m.p.h. at Orange, Tex., and gusts of 
100 m.p.h. from the northwest were recorded at 
Sabine Pass (Tex.) Coast Guard Station, west of the 
eye. At Galveston, about 60 miles down the coast 
from Sabine Pass, gusts reached 78 m.p.h. In Texas, 
reported heavy rainfall was confined to the Beaumont- 
Port Arthur—-Orange area, with 7.57 in. recorded at 
Jefferson County Airport. Storm tides rose to 83 
ft. above mean low water at Sabine Pass, and to 
6.1 ft. at Galveston, while as far west as the Corpus 
Christi-Port Aransas section tides were 3 to 4 ft. 
above normal. Greatest loss to birdlife was caused 
by high tides which flooded beaches and low coastal 
islands where nesting of water and shorebirds was 
well advanced. 

Grebes, Herons, Wood Ibises—Clarence Cottam 
reported 10 nests of the Least Grebe under observa- 
tion at the Welder Wildlife Foundation refuge (San 
Patricio County) in mid-August. Eight or 10 nests 
of the Pied-billed Grebe were watched at the same 
time, although some individuals of this species nested 
much earlier. Edgar B. Kincaid, Jr., reported an 
apparent scarcity of all herons in the Rio Grande 
Delta in mid-July. Extremely few herons could be 
found on the Colorado River near Austin in late 
summer; this scarcity seemed more likely to reflect 
the increase of suitable habitat’ elsewhere than a 
nesting failure (FSW). Cottam found young Little 
Blue Herons abundant at Welder, counting 35 on 
Aug. 15. At least 6 nests of the Green Heron were 
found at Welder; a number of young hatched about 
July 20. A Wood Ibis circling over Austin on June 
30 was the second occurrence of that species recorded 
in Travis County (Travis Audubon Society). 

Spoonbills —An estimated 180 pairs of Roseate 
Spoonbills were nesting at Vingt’un Islands in May 
(Audubon warden, fide Mrs. Norma C. Oates). On 
June 23, Bert W. Lindsay visited the bird colony 
at Rollover fish pass (on Bolivar Peninsula near 
Gilchrist), where some 300 spoonbills nested last 
year. There appeared to be more birds than the year 
before. Most of the young were still in the nest. 
Lindsay estimated—in retrospect—that the islands 
were 5 to 10 feet above normal high tide, and the 
vegetation about 5 feet tall. A few days after Lind- 
say's visit, storm tides washed out the new high- 
way bridge (State 87) at Rollover Pass. Extent of 
damage to the spoonbill colony was not reported. 

Ducks.—At least 2 broods of Black-bellied Tree- 
ducks were seen on a pond by the resident manager's 
house at Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge. A 
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pair was seen with young as late as July 19 
(Frank B. McGilvrey, fide EBK). Another pair had 

duckling which disappeared on July 16. 
John C. Arvin reported 2 families at the refuge on 
Aug. 25, with 10 and 8 young. Cottam found from 
1 to 9 birds at Welder almost daily after July 31; 
they are rare north of the Rio Grande Delta. Cot- 
tam counted 116 Fulvous Tree-ducks on the refuge 
area on July 31, and subsequently located 13 nests. 
At Cove (Chambers County), where this species is 
sometimes common, Arlie K. McKay saw only 3 
after May 21. William S. Jennings of the Texas 
Game and Fish Commission reported a good season 
for Mottled Ducks owing to abundance of water on 
the coastal prairies. Jennings reported 3 pairs of Blue- 
winged Teal nesting in irrigated rice fields near Eagle 
Lake; 2 pairs had 8 young each, and the young of 
the third pair were off the nest before a check was 
made. Prior known nestings in this area for recent 
years were recorded in 1948 and 1945—1 nest each 
year. Two broods were hatched on the Welder 
refuge this season (CC). 

Hawks.—McKay reported fewer Red-shouldered 
Hawks than ever before at Cove. A similar scarcity 
was noted at Austin (FSW). Arvin reported a 
Mexican Black Hawk on a ranch near Port Mansfield 
(Willacy County) on June 4, and a Gray Hawk 
(Mexican Goshawk) near the Rio Grande River at 
Santa Ana Refuge on Aug. 8; these hawks are con- 
sidered rare winter visitors in the Rio Grande Delta. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hamilton found a nesting 
pair of Bald Eagles near Dewalt (Fort Bend County) 
on Feb. 24. 

Chachalacas —Chachalacas seemed to have a suc- 
cessful nesting season on Santa Ana Refuge, prac- 
tically the only sizable stand of tall brush .left in 
the lower Rio Grande Valley. When he visited the 
refuge on July 19, Kincaid found that a road had 
just been bulldozed all the way across the refuge to 
the Rio Grande, barely missing, in the process, a 
Chachalaca nest with a full set of 3 eggs. He reported 
that a gas well is to be drilled on the refuge. If 
this well is successful, further clearing for additional 
drilling will be made. Extensive clearing would have 
a detrimental effect on the Chachalaca, already largely 
eliminated from U. S. territory (EBK). 

Gallinules and Coots.——Both Purple and Florida 
Gallinules were very abundant at Sheldon Reservoir 
(25 miles northeast of Houston) for the first time 
in several years (Carl H. Aiken, III). With water 
restored to the lakes at Welder, both gallinules and 
Am. Coots were common nesters there. Thirty or 
more nests of the Florida Gallinule were located on 
the refuge (CC). 

Shorebirds —From Rockport, Mrs. Conger N. 
Hagar reported, ‘‘ ‘Audrey’ played havoc with nesting 
colonies on this part of the coast, nests destroyed 
and eggs washed on the shore of the peninsula.” A 
second nesting at Rockport was successful. Wilson’s 
Plover were common beside salt ponds and lagoons 
near Port Isabel and Boca Chica (Cameron County) 
in mid-July; there were numerous family groups 
with immature birds (EBK). Black-necked Stilts 
nested commonly over the entire Galveston area 
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(CHA). Many broods were produced on the Welder 
area; young were hatched from mid-July to the first 
10 days of August (CC). 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers.—Kincaid found 4 “'beat- 
up looking’ Herring Gulls in immature plumage at 
Boca Chica on July 17. This species is rare in sum- 
mer in the Rio Grande Delta and is not known to 
nest there. On June 28, the day after “Audrey,” 
Aiken noted destruction of most of the colonies of 
Least Terns and Black Skimmers along the beach 
at Galveston. At Port Isabel (July 15) and Boca 
Chica (July 17), Forster's Tern—an abundant sum- 
mer resident in the area—was unusually scarce; Royal, 
Cabot’s and Caspian Terns, and Black Skimmers 
were common, but no young were seen (EBK). Cot- 
tam reported many juvenile Laughing Gulls, Gull- 
billed Terns, Least Terns, and Caspian Terns in the 
Welder area and he believes they nested in the 
vicinity. 

Pigeons and Doves.—A pair of Red-billed Pigeons 
was nesting at Santa Ana Refuge on March 28 (G. 
A. Unland). On May 26, Kincaid saw one fly across 
U. S. 77, 8 miles north of Norias (Kenedy County) ; 
Norias is 21 miles north of Raymondville, the usual 
approximate northeasternmost locality for this species 
(EBK). In mid-July, in the Rio Grande Delta, he 
found them only at Southmost palm grove (about 
10 miles east of Brownsville), 1 bird, and at Santa 
Ana Refuge, 6 birds, where their requirements for 
very tall brush and timber are met. The Red-billed 
Pigeon nests only once a year and lays only 1 egg 
(L. Irby Davis). Mourning Doves had a long and 
very successful nesting season and birds were gen- 
erally in excellent condition. Jennings reported a 
very good hatch of White-winged Doves in south 
Texas and over the major nesting area in Mexico. 
-An estimated 668,000 birds of all ages were expected 
in South Texas by the end of the season (WSJ). 
On the basis of this prediction, the Texas Game and 
Fish Commission approved a 3-day hunting season 
for Sept. 13, 15 and 17, with a 10-per-day bag limit. 
In spite of these favorable developments, the main 
reason for the decline in numbers of White-winged 
Doves over the years—destruction of habitat—con- 
tinues unabated. Before World War II, according to 
Davis, the country between Brownsville and San 
Fernando (Tamaulipas) was mostly in tall brush. 
Most of the area has since been cleared for cotton, 
corn and sorghum crops. Traveling these 88 miles 
of highway on May 28, at the height of the breeding 
season, Kincaid saw only 2 White-winged Doves, 
both near relict patches of brush. Along the 75 miles 
from San Fernando to Padilla (Tamps.), which is 
practically all still native brush, he counted 179 birds. 
Davis believes that a pre-war count in the 2 areas 
would have revealed each with a similar number of 
birds. North of the tall brush areas in south Texas 
and Mexico, Kincaid remarked, White-wings nest 
mostly in towns where there are tall shade trees, such 
as pecans. He has found them regularly as far north- 
east as San Antonio. Jennings reported a pair in 
Burnet (about 45 miles northwest of Austin) this 
summer. A juvenal Inca Dove was just learning to 
fly at Galveston on March 16 (Mrs. Norma C. Oates, 
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et al.); this bird is a rare resident on the upper coast. 

Cuckoos through Swifts —yYellow-billed Cuckoos 
were feeding 2 young in the nest at Austin on June 
3 (Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Brownlee). Groove-billed 
Anis nested at Santa Ana Refuge (Terry Gill, FBM). 
Arvin reported 120 there on Aug. 8; from 30 to 45 
is the usual number seen in similar circumstances. 
The Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, a rare permanent resi- 
dent, was seen at Santa Ana on Aug. 8 (JCA, et al.). 
Poor-wills seemed more abundant than usual at 
Beeville; 3 were heard in the area from early spring 
until early August (Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht). On 
the evening of July 8, on a dirt road east of Gral. 
Bravo (Nuevo Leon), Kincaid witnessed what was 
probably the breeding display of a pair of Pauraques. 
The 2 birds faced each other and did “push-ups” 
on their short legs. One, probably the male, tossed 
himself 3 feet into the air 2 or 3 times, each time 
dropping back to the same spot. There is some evi- 
dence that Chimney Swifts are gradually extending 
their range southward. They have been found in 
Sabinal (Uvalde County), where they were not 
known to breed before about 1950 (EBK). Around 
50 birds were seen in Beeville during the season, 
about 5 times the number usually remaining to nest 
(AHG). A flock was present much of the summer in 
Taft, about 35 miles southeast of Beeville, and was 
seen going into one chimney (CC). 

Flycatchers, Horned Larks, Swallows —The low 
population of Tropical Kingbirds in the Rio Grande 
Valley last winter was not reflected in their stats 
this summer, as they were at least as common as 
usual (EBK). A pair of Scissor-tailed Flycatchers 
was breeding on the Rice Institute campus in Hous- 
ton on April 9 (Stephen G. Williams). First nest- 
building was observed in Austin on April 29; this 
pair raised 2 broods, the last young of which left the 
nest on Aug. 4, after most nesting birds had left 
the area (FSW). Three or 4 broods of the Mexican 
Crested Flycatcher were raised at Welder (CC). 
Horned Larks apparently nested in southwestern Bee 
County. Although she had never seen the species 
there in summer before, Mrs. Geiselbrecht thinks 
she may have overlooked them. This summer she 
found them in an area of extensive farming. Grain 
crops were high at the time, and the only barren 
ground was along the farm roads or the turning rows, 
in which situation she found the Horned Larks. Many 
were heard singing in the grain fields on June 25, 
and on July 27 a group of 4 immatures was seen 
with 2 adults nearby. From the appearance of these 
birds, Mrs. Geiselbrecht believes they were of the 
Texas coastal race. Beeville is 50 miles inland from 
Rockport, where (Texas) Horned Larks are resident. 
The colony of Cave Swallows at Devil’s Sinkhole 
(9 miles northeast of Rocksprings, Edwards County) 
seemed to be still at peak activity on July 22; ap- 
parently none of the birds had left, and an estimate 
of 200 would approximate the usual number expected 
there. The nests, which are deep within the cave, 
could not be observed from the rim (EBK). 

Ravens, Wrens, Thrashers—Arvin reported some 
White-necked Ravens nesting near a caliche pit about 
7 miles north of Edinburg. Davis ranks this bird an 
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extremely rare summer visitor in the Rio Grande 
Delta. At Beeville, where Cactus Wrens are scarce, 
a pair was feeding young in a nest placed in a scrub 
oak tree on May 17 and 20 (AHG). Kincaid ob. 
served a family group consisting of 1 almost fully 
grown young and 2 adult Long-billed Thrashers in 
a dense thicket of native underbrush at Brackenridge 
Park, San Antonio, on Aug. 22. The species is not 
listed in Birds of Bexar County, Texas by A. J. Kirn 
and Roy Quillin, Witte Museum, San Antonio, 1927, 
and this may be the first breeding record for this 
sub-tropical bird in the county (EBK). 

Bluebirds, Shrikes.—Eastern Bluebirds were scarce 
at Beeville. Dry conditions early in the season, when 
bluebirds start nesting, may have caused them to 
leave (AHG). Arvin reported a small colony of 
Eastern Bluebirds on a ranch near Port Mansfield: 
they are extremely rare in the Rio Grande Valley 
in summer. Mrs. Geiselbrecht observed nesting activi- 
ties of a pair of Loggerhead Shrikes at Beeville be- 
tween June 17 and July 8. A brood was seen at 
Welder on July 12 (CC); shrikes are very rare 
breeders this far south in Texas. Young shrikes were 
out of the nest in Houston on May 12 (SGW). 

Vireos and Warblers—A nest of the Black-capped 
Vireo, containing 2 vireo eggs and 2 eggs of the 
Brown-headed Cowbird, was found in shin oak on 
the plateau just west of Austin, May 25 (Philip 
Campbell). The cowbird eggs were removed with 
forceps, without disturbing the nest or the vireo 
eggs, but the nest was promptly abandoned by the 
parent birds (FSW). A possible contributing factor 
was the efforts of Dr. Brownlee to get motion pic- 
tures of the birds on the nest. A Yellow-green Vireo 
was identified in Brownsville on June 16 by Fred 
W. Loetscher, Jr. On July 16 through 19, Kincaid 
observed a singing male in Brownsville, in a tepehuaje 
grove. Although Kincaid was unable to find a nest, 
the bird used a regular singing perch and gave every 
appearance of having established .a nesting territory. 
The only U. S. nesting record for the Yellow-green 
Vireo seems to be one establishd by L. Irby Davis 
(Auk, Jan. 1945, Vol. 62, p. 146). Golden-cheeked 
Warblers were first found on breeding grounds at 
Austin on March 10. On the following day, Kincaid 
saw 2 males singing within 12 feet of one another. 
A female Golden-cheeked Warbler was building a 
nest in a cedar elm near the entrance to a box can- 
yon about 20 miles west of Austin on April 7 
(AHG). Don Woodard and Kincaid saw a male 
feeding a juvenal out of the nest on May 5 near 
Austin. 

Blackbirds and Orioles—A_ pair of Eastern 
Meadowlarks nested at Beeville, Mrs. Geiselbrecht’s 
first observation. Two juvenals, not fully grown, were 
seen on June 20. Owing to a plentiful supply of 
water and weeds, many more Red-winged Blackbirds 
nested in Beeville than for the past few years 
(AHG). Orchard Orioles were common nesting birds 
at Cove before 1910 or 1912, but disappeared, vic- 
tims of cotton leaf-worm poisoning. Now that cot- 
ton farming in the area has declined, the species is 
making a comeback, although it is still not common 
(AKM). Two pairs of Altamira Orioles (Icteru: 
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lari) nested on Santa Ana Refuge; probably this 
was the first time on record that 2 active Altamira 
Oriole nests were discovered on United States soil 
in one season (EBK). One pair suspended their nest 
from an electric wire over a pond north of the 
resident manager's house. Three young were brought 
off on July 2 (FBM). The other nest, a sack nearly 
3 feet long, was hung from a branch of a tall 
tepehuaje tree; 2 young hatched (JCA). In a young 
fan palm beside Olmito Resaca (Brownsville section), 
on July 14, Kincaid found 2 nests of the Hooded 
Oriole only 5 feet apart—small grass and palm 
fiber pouches sewn to the underside of a living 
palm leaf. One was active and the other appeared 
equally fresh. It is not generally known that Hooded 
Orioles nest in suitable localities (often in towns 
with palm trees) all along the Rio Grande at least 
as far northwest as the Big Bend (EBK). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Abundant brush cover and 
weeds apparently account for an unusual number of 
Blue Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings, usually rather 
scarce summer residents, remaining to nest in the 
Austin area (FSW). Several broods of Blue Gros- 
beaks were seen at Welder in late June and July 
(CC). McKay noted more Indigo Buntings than ever 
before at Cove—4 singing males. On the other 
hand, a considerable decrease in nesting birds was 
reported at Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary, about 
50 miles north of Houston (CHA). Several pairs of 
Varied Buntings nested in the Rio Grande flood- 
way south of McAllen (JCA). Dickcissels were 
reported unusually numerous during spring migra- 
tion, and large numbers remained for nesting. Breed- 
ing birds were numerous at Austin, Seguin (Miss 
Marguerite Riedel), Beeville (AHG), Welder (CC), 
and Cove (AKM). First observation of nesting was 
reported from Seguin, where a nest with 5 eggs was 
found on May 15; by May 23 the nest had been 
vacated (MR). This seemed to be a good year for 
Sharpe's Seedeaters in Cameron County. These tiny 
finches were at peak numbers in the lush grass and 
weeds in mid-July (EBK). According to Davis, the 
Lesser Goldfinch is a rare migrant in the Rio Grande 
Delta. On July 16 through 19, Kincaid heard’ at 
least half a dozen singing ‘‘fairly lustily” in Browns- 
ville. Cassin’s Sparrows were scarce at Austin (FSW) 
and Beeville (AHG), but Cottam reported them 
common at Welder where nests and young were 
found in late June and July—Frep S. WEBSTER, JR., 
4926 Strass Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—In contrast to the spring migration 
eriod just past, the breeding season brought few 
surprises. May and the first half of June in the 
Spokane, Wash. area were decidedly wet and ap- 
peared to delay nesting somewhat. At Missoula and 
Libby in western Montana the weather was, if any- 
thing, drier than normal, with wind velocities higher 
than usual. In general, summer in the Region was 
not marked by any prolonged periods of very hot 
weather, 7.e., with maximums over ninety. No reports 
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were available from east of the Continental Divide, 
however. 

Unless otherwise indicated, observations for Wash- 
ington are by Stephen O. Stanley; for western Mon- 
tana, Ralph L. Hand, except for Libby and Lincoln 
Counties, which are by the editor. More reports are 
urgently needed to make this account more truly 
representative of this very large Region. 

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Several pairs of 
Western Grebes were carrying on their spectacular 
mating performance at Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co.., 
Mont., April 24. At the refuge on July 30 at least 40 
or 50, including many fully grown young, were pres- 
ent. Young Pied-billed Grebes about two-thirds 
grown were noted at Ninepipe on the same date. 
Fifty or 60 Double-crested Cormorants and 100 White 
Pelicans were observed in mid-June between Helena 
and Three Forks, Mont. (W. Hall). Fully grown 
young Great Blue Herons were noted at Missoula, 
July 28. One was so tame that it allowed itself to 


-be approached within 30 feet. Am. Bitterns were 


reported sparingly at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake 
Co., Mont. and at Newman Lake and Saltese Marsh 
in the Spokane area. 

Waterfowl—A few Whistling Swans appeared in 
the Region during the period: 1 at Newman Lake, 
Wash., June 1 (A. Walker); 12 near Stratford, 
Grant Co., Wash., June 15, and 1 at Ewan, Wash., 
July 28 (L. LaFave). Well-grown young Blue-winged 
Teal were seen near Missoula and at Ninepipe and 
Kicking Horse late in July. A female Wood Duck 
with 6 small ducklings was seen at Missoula, June 
23; 2 larger young were noted there the same day. 
Young of this species were noted there on July 28 
also. Young of the Redhead were noted at Ninepipe, 
May 24 and July 30. A Lesser Scaup drake, probably 
a delayed migrant, was at Missoula, June 7. Hooded 
Mergansers were noted occasionally near Missoula 
and Victor, Mont. and on the Little Spokane River 
northwest of Spokane, and probably bred in these 
localities. A male and 2 female Red-breasted Mer- 
gansers, rare at any season around Spokane, were 
on the Spokane River, July 21. 

Vultures and Hawks.—The Turkey Vulture colony 
near Missoula apparently had decreased, as not more, 
than 7 birds were noted. In September, 1955, at least 
14 were present. LaFave reported 2 immature Sharp- 
shinned Hawks at Kettle Falls, Wash., Aug. 6. The 
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tree-top nest of a pair of Golden Eagles was dis- 
covered in Glacier National Park by Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Edgar. The nest held 2 eaglets (Hungry Horse 
News, June 28, 1957). A single Prairie Falcon ob- 
servation was made near Spokane, July 21. A Pigeon 
Hawk was seen over Libby repeatedly during the 
summer. A pair of Sparrow Hawks was at a nesting 
hole at Missoula on May 19. 

Gallinaceous Birds—The season produced one 
report ‘of Richardson’s Grouse, near Springdale, 
Wash. Ruffed Grouse appeared to be quite common 
along Big Creek in Ravalli County, Mont. Numerous 
broods were noted. Hand reported an attempt to 
hatch and raise Ruffed Grouse in captivity, using a 
bantam hen; of 12 eggs, 10 hatched. However, only 
1 young grouse, nearly full-grown and apparently 
healthy, still survived by mid-August. Hand reported 
at least 2 broods of European Partridge at Missoula, 
the first on July 8, 14 small young on the wing. 

Rails, Coots, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns—An adult 
Sora at Kicking Horse, July 2, acted as if it had 
young nearby. One or 2 at Libby in late July were 
apparently post-breeding season wanderers. Well- 
grown young Am. Coot were noted at Ninepipe, 
July 30, and later. Killdeer appeared to be nesting 
at Missoula as early as April 18. Several nesting pairs 
of Long-billed Curlews were again noted near 
Sprague Lake, southwest of Spokane. A few nesting 
pairs of Upland Sandpipers were again noted in the 
Spokane Valley near Newman Lake in June (WH). 
Singles and pairs of Wilson’s Phalaropes at Missoula 
in June and July probably nested there. Forster's and 
Black Terns were noted, July 30, at Ninepipe and 
Kicking Horse. Some immatures of the latter species 
were seen, 

Doves, Owls—Mourning Doves were reported as 
common to numerous at Missoula and Spokane. A 
Short-eared Owl was noted at Rockford, Wash., June 
16, and one near Almira, Wash., July 7. 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds —A Common 
Nighthawk was flushed from its two eggs on the 
outskirts of Missoula, June 29. Three Black Swifts 
were noted flying over Granite Lake in the Cabinet 
Mountains near Libby, July 2, and the same number 
was noted near Troy, Mont., Aug. 2. Vaux’s Swift 
was seen occasionally at Missoula, Mt. Spokane and 
Northport, Wash. (LaFave). The White-throated 
was nesting commonly at Wenatchee, Wash. in July 
(LaFave). Hummingbirds nested commonly along 
the Little Spokane River, where a male Black-chinned 
remained until July 20 (V. Nealey, C. Smedley). 
The Rufous seemed scarce at Missoula and Libby 
but the Calliope was unusually common at Missoula; 
the last male was noted on July 25. 

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—A young Belted King- 
fisher with a pair of adults was noted at Libby in 
August (Charles Clough). Lewis’s Woodpecker was 
noted nesting at Missoula and near Libby (CC). 
An adult and 2 immature Hairy Woodpeckers were 
seen at Missoula, July 28. A pair of Three-toed 
Woodpeckers was seen in upper Pattee Canyon 5 
miles southeast of Missoula in May and June. The 
White-headed Woodpecker was once more observed 
near St. Maries, Idaho, June 16, at the same location 


420 


as last year (SOS). 

Flycatchers, Larks—Hand followed the progress 
of an Eastern Kingbird nesting. The parent was 
noted brooding between July 6 and 17. A single 
young left the nest on July 25. No nesting activity 
of other flycatcher species was reported. Horned 
Larks, very common just south of Missoula, had the 
first young on the wing by May 5 (early) but a late 
brood not long out of the nest was seen on July 19, 

Swallows—Immature Tree Swallows were out of 
the nest as early as July 4 at Libby and a brood of 
Violet-greens had flown by the 11th. A small colony 
of Cliff Swallows appeared to be nesting in the 
vicinity of the Higgins Avenue bridge in downtown 
Missoula. 

Jays —An adult and an immature Gray Jay were 
seen on Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). The 
Common Raven was seen regularly in the vicinity of 
Libby and a few Clark’s Nutcrackers were noted in 
the Cabinet Mountains (CC, Ep.). 

Dipper, Wrens, Catbird—The Am. Dipper was 
found nesting along a creek near Mt. Spokane, June 
4, and an adult was feeding young on June 23 near 
Priest Lake, Idaho (SOS). Young House Wrens at 
Libby began leaving the nesting box on July 31. 
Winter Wrens were noted near Sandpoint, Idaho 
(T. Groh), along Big Creek, Ravalli Co., Mont. and 
along Cedar Creek in the Cabinets near Libby. A 
Rock Wren was reported near Spokane, June 7 
(LaFave). Young Catbirds just out of the nest were 
noted at Missoula, July 27. 

T hrushes.—The earliest reported young Am. Robins 
out of the nest were at Libby, May 13. Young of 
this species seemed less common than usual there. 
Varied Thrushes were noted in the Cabinet Moun- 
tains and near St. Maries, Idaho (SOS). Hermit 
Thrushes were observed on the upper slope of Mt. 
Sentinel at Missoula and in the Cabinets. A young 
Olive-backed Thrush recently out of the nest was 
seen at Big Creek, July 12. Mountain Bluebirds 
were much more common around Spokane than at 
Libby and Missoula; large flocks of adults and im- 
matures were seen there early in August. Two young 
Western Bluebirds were noted near Spokane on 
Aug. 22 (Ep.). Hand observed Townsend’s Solitaires 
on Mt. Sentinel and at Big Creek. 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes.—Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets were numerous in Spokane and noted com- 
monly at Missoula and Libby. Cedar Waxwings 
seemed scarce in western Montana. An immature 
Loggerhead Shrike was observed on Aug. 11 near 
Deer Park, Wash. 

Starlings, Vireos—The Common Starling was re- 
ported as very common and nesting at Missoula and 
Spokane. Although not especially common at Libby, 
at least 2 broods were reared. Solitary, Red-eyed and 
Warbling Vireos were widely noted in the Region. 

Warblers—The Orange-crowned Warbler was 
singing in late May at Libby and was noted in late 
June near Missoula. The Nashville Warbler was 
noted at Missoula only as a May migrant and was 
not noted at Libby after June 1. Yellow Warblers, 
common as usual, had some young out of the nest 
in early July. Townsend’s Warbler was noted at 
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several places in western Montana and eastern Wash- 
ington at higher elevations. A nesting pair of North- 
ern Water-thrushes was located at St. Maries, Idaho, 
lune 16 (SOS) and another pair was observed 
repeatedly at Priest Lake, Idaho (V. Clough). The 
Black-capped Warbler seemed scarce in the Spokane 
area. Two males and a female, presumably migrants, 
were noted at Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). 
Hand reported one on Aug. 16 at Big Creek, Ravalli 
Co., Mont. and thinks it breeds there. Young Am. 
Redstarts were noted at Libby in early August (CC). 
The species seemed to be more plentiful there this 
year. 

Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles—A few nesting 
pairs of Bobolinks were noted near St. Maries, 
Idaho, on June 16 (SOS). Well-grown young Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds were seen at Ninepipe, July 
3). Young Red-wings were first seen flying on June 
18 at Missoula. A pair of Bullock’s Orioles nested 
along the Little Spokane River (M. C. Haggin). 
Brewer's Blackbirds were feeding young at Missoula 
beginning on July 4. The (Bronzed) Purple Grackle 
was noted at Great Falls, June 12 (WH). 

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks seemed rather 
common at Missoula until July 9, after which they 
were not seen. The species was scarce elsewhere. 
Lazuli Buntings were likewise common at Missoula, 
where a female was seen feeding young out of the 
nest on June 18. Evening Grosbeaks practically dis- 
appeared from the lowlands at Missoula and Libby 
during June and July, returning late in the latter 
month. Cassin’s Finch was common in the reporting 
localities and immatures were observed in late July 
and early August at Spokane. Pine Siskins were com- 
mon to abundant. Red Crossbills, although not 
abundant, were reported quite regularly from several 
areas, particularly western Montana. 

Sparrows.—Young Spotted Towhees were seen at 
Libby in late June and early July. At Missoula young 
Vesper Sparrows were noted on the wing as early 
as June 24. Lark Sparrows were noted occasionally 
there. Oregon Juncos were apparently more numerous 
than in many years at Libby. From June 21 through 
Aug. 3, 27 immature birds had been banded, twice 
as many as in the best previous year for the period. 
A few immature Chipping Sparrows were out of the 
nest by mid-June at Libby (Charlie Decker, Ep.). 
A few Fox Sparrows were reported around Spokane 
and Libby and at Logan Pass, Glacier National Park 
(WH). Young Song Sparrows shortly out of the 
nest were found at Missoula on July 10. An adult 
was noted carrying food at Libby on May 30.— 
THOMAS Rocers, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—Water, water everywhere and 
everybody is very happy. Even the Great Basin had 
water and breeding conditions were excellent. The 
only sour note came from the boom town of Dur- 


ingo in southwestern Colorado where they had 
much too much; the Animas River went on a 
rampage and birding was poor (Reames). Perhaps 
the most significant report in this quarter is the 





NEVADA 


Raby Lake Retuge « 


| Ststlwater Refuge 


Carson City 


LN 











remarkable concentration of shorebirds at Bear River 
Marshes on the north end of Great Salt Lake. We 
have reports from the three great duck nurseries of 
the Great Basin; namely, Bear River, Malheur and 
Klamath. Production was prodigious. 

I am tremendously indebted to the three govern- 
ment biologists who made most of this report pos- 
sible: Leroy Giles of the Klamath Basin (Tule 
Lake); David Marshall of Malheur in eastern 
Oregon; and William Reid of Bear River Marshes. 

Grebes—Leroy Giles in the Klamath Basin in 
south central Oregon reports the appearance of adult 
Horned Grebes in July on Upper Klamath Lake (2 
on July 2, 10 on July 12) which is new for Oregon. 
The Red-necked Grebe nested on Upper Klamath— 
3 nests were found and 8 broods. 

Swans—The Trumpeter (mentioned in the pre- 
vious report) that nested beside the highway in the 
National Elk Refuge just north of the town of 
Jackson lost her cygnet the first day (Greenwalt). 
However, the pair on the pond behind Jackson Lake 


_ Lodge raised 5 cygnets (Russell). 


Ducks and Geese.—The breeding season was good. 
At Bear River a new high for Redhead production 
occurred. The count was 140,750 on July 8 (this 
is their most common breeding species) but this 
figure included migrants as well. The high at Bear 
River for Pintail was 293,000 on Aug. 12 and 
129,000 for Green-winged Teal on the same date. 
Many of these birds are migrants since there is an 
early influx of migrants as soon as the breeding 
season is over. 

Klamath Basin consists of Tule Lake, Lower 
Klamath, Upper Klamath and Clear Lake Refuges. 
In the Basin the duck production is going up on 
Lower Klamath and declining at Tule Lake. This 
probably lies in the fact that Lower Klamath was 
developed for waterfowl and offers the most attrac- 
tive habitat (Giles). Tule Lake has gradually been 
reduced in size and now contains two more or less 
open sumps that are principally resting areas. And 
as years go by more and more nesting will be on 
Lower Klamath. The highlight of the Klamath sea- 
son was the discovery of Am. Widgeon nesting (2 
nests and 1 brood), which is the first actual record 
of their breeding. Production records at Klamath 
were: Canada Goose, 2900, third year of production 
increase; Mallard, 14,810, unchanged; Gadwall, 
14,250, 19 per cent increase; Pintail, 4450, highest 
production on record; Cinnamon Teal, 3715, a 
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decline; Shoveller, 2086, unchanged; Redhead, 18,- 
367, a decline; Canvas-back, 66, unchanged; Lesser 
Scaup, 3255, highest production on record; Ruddy, 
6420, down; Am. Coot, 31,200 (breeding pairs were 
up but production was less). 

From Malheur (Marshall) we have a breeding 
population estimate, which is different from total 
production in Klamath and the peak concentrations 
which were mostly migrants at Bear River. Total 
concentrations at Malheur were 93,000 Am. Coot; 
80,000 ducks; and 3800 geese on July 17. Breeding 
populations: Canada Goose, 5000; Mallard, 12.,- 
000; Gadwall, 7000; Pintail, 1500; Green-winged 
Teal, 800; Blue-winged Teal, 1600 (very high) ; Cin- 
namon Teal, 11,000; Am. Widgeon, 1800, in con- 
trast to Bear River where none breed and Klamath 
where they found the first broods; Shoveller, 3500; 
Redhead, 10,000; Canvas-back, 600; Lesser Scaup, 
20; Ruddy, 1300; merganser, 10; Am. Coot, 30,000. 
A Wood Duck was present at Malheur. 

Growing Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colo- 
rado reports a 30 per cent increase in duck nesting 
and the addition of two more breeding species— 
the Shoveller and Redhead (Bryant). New develop- 
ment there has been in marshes rather than using 
low meadow land. 

Hawks.—A Goshawk’s nest was found near the 
Arizona Creek Ranger Station in Teton National 
Park (House). In general, the hawks seem to be 
becoming steadily scarcer in the West. ae 

Cranes—The only large breeding concentration 
of Sandhills was reported from Malheur (Marshall) 
where there were 1250. There are scattered pairs all 
over the Yellowstone-—Grand Teton area. 

Shorebirds—The fabulous concentrations of shore- 
birds at Bear River Marshes should be mentioned. 
They are the highest known in this Region. They 
follow: Willet, 2460; Greater Yellow-legs, 2200; 
Lesser Yellow-legs, 8000; Baird’s Sandpiper, 20,000; 
dowitcher, 9245; Western Sandpiper, 12,200; Mar- 
bled Godwit, 14,100; Am. Avocet, 12,935; Black- 
necked Stilt, 6000; Wilson's Phalarope, 45,150; 
Northern Phalarope, 18,000. Most of these high 
concentrations were recorded from the last week of 
July to Aug. 12. Bear River had 275 Long-billed 
Curlews on June 24, while Malheur had a breeding 
population of 500. These concentrations are in sharp 
contrast to the scattered pairs that can be found 
breeding in favorable spots all over the Wyoming 
Plateau. 

Lockerbie reported the largest concentration of 
Wilson’s Phalarope he ever saw at Farmington Bay 
on the Great Salt Lake near Salt Lake City on 
July 24. Since Mr. Lockerbie has more experience in 
this Region than the rest of us, it must have been 
something special (14 mile long and several hundred 
feet across). He did not estimate the numbers. 

Owls.—Condon reported 3 locations of reports 
of the Great Gray Owl this season from Yellowstone 
Park. This editor, on a back-packing trip, finally 
caught up with this bird on the Beckler River in a 
remote area of the southwestern part of the Park 
on Aug. 17. 

Poor-wills —Mrs. Lamberton had one near Raw- 
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lins in central southern Wyoming on Aug. 7 and 
found a young bird on Aug. 14 at a different spot, 
There is one on the north face of Casper Mountain 
(OKS) and one at Devils Tower in northeastern 
Wyoming. 

Hummers.—A Calliope Hummingbird got into q 
car at the Jackson Hole Biological Research Station 
in Teton National Park (House). These birds pro. 
bably occur regularly in this region but are rarely 
identified. Mrs. Crews on the mesa at Hotchkiss jn 
western Colorado reported few hummers this sum. 
mer. They consumed only one-half pint of syrup 
a day. We presume this was because of the wet 
season and the abundance of other food. 

Woodpeckers —The Arctic Woodpecker was seen 
at Devils Tower in the Black Hills on June 23 
(Wyoming Aud. Soc.). Elsewhere over this state 
the Three-toed occurs except on the Yellowstone 
Plateau where there was a nest of the Arctic near 
Old Faithful (Condon). 

Warblers—There were few reports of unusual 
interest. In general, owing to the season, all nesting 
was late. Mrs. Lamberton had a Tennessee Warbler 
in Rawlins, Aug. 11. 

Juncos—Gleb Kasin reported on July 14 finding 
another nest in which the female was Pink-sided 
and the mate Gray-headed. This was on Majestic 
Peak in the Wasatch not far from Salt Lake City — 
Dr. Otiver K. Scott. 437 East 13th St., Casper, 
Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The moisture picture 
in this rainfall-conscious section is good to excellent 
in most of New Mexico, and average to good in 
much of Arizona. 
North-central and 
southwestern New 
Mexico, extreme 
southeastern Ari- 
zona, northeastern 
Arizona, and _ the 
Kaibab Plateau have 
been particularly 
blessed. The Rio 
Grande flowed well 
all summer, with 
Elephant Butte Reservoir holding more than 435,000 
acre feet of water compared to only 50,000 acre feet 
last year. Storage in Lake Mead on the Colorado 
River gained steadily. As a result of the rains, 
vegetation has put on the best growth in many years. 
Temperatures were somewhat higher than normal. 
Pelicans through Herons.—A rash of newspaper 
accounts of Brown Pelicans alighting in southwestern 
Arizona appeared the first week of August. The birds 
came down in Phoenix,. Wickenburg, and Yuma. 
Apparently an unusual number left the Gulf of 
California to fly into the waterless desert. Many 
Double-crested Cormorants were seen at Roosevelt 
Lake, Ariz., Aug. 5 (Seymour H. Levy). A Louisiana 
Heron was noted on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., July 12 and 19 (Raymond 
J. Fleetwood). An adult Yellow-crowned Night 
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Heron observed under good conditions on the Bosque 
Refuge, July 19 (RJF), is believed to be the first 
New Mexico record. 

’uterfowl—Two female Gadwalls with 15 small 
young were seen at West Pond, near the California 
end of Imperial Dam, on the Imperial Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, July 1 (Gale Monson). A flock of 43 Pintails 
on the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 10, was early for that 
area (Thomas L. Davis). A drake Cinnamon Teal 
was seen near Sahuarita, Pima Co., Ariz., June 12 
(SHL). Two female Lesser Scaup were observed 
east of Douglas, Ariz., June 6, and 2 females were 
also noted at the Canoa Ranch, near Continental, 
Ariz., June 12 (SHL). A female Am. Merganser with 
young was observed along the White River in the 
White Mountains, Ariz., Aug. 4 (James Levy). 

Hawks.—Mississippi Kites were found at El Paso, 
Tex., for the second consecutive summer: 7 were 
noted, Aug. 6 (Mary Belle Keefer, Lena McBee) and 
1 on Aug. 13 (Al Smith). A Peregrine Falcon was 
seen in the Guadalupe Mountains of Hidalgo County, 
N. Mex., July 23 (J. Stokley Ligon, JL, SHL). 

Gallinaceous Birds —A “large crop” of Gambel’s 
Quail was reported from the Globe, Ariz. area 
(Betty Jackson). State game department surveys, 
however, showed the population to have declined 
somewhat, state-wide. 

Rail through Gulls—Two Soras were seen near 
Topock, Ariz. on the Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Aug. 8 (Charles R. Darling). Two unusually 
early Snowy Plover were present at West Pond, on 
the Imperial Refuge, July 1 (GM). First nesting 
records of this plover for the Bosque Refuge were 
secured: 2 adults with 1 young, July 12, and 2 
adults with 3 young, Aug. 9 (RJF). A Solitary Sand- 
piper on the Bosque Refuge, July 10, was early 
(RJF). That Arctic-nesting shorebirds sometimes ap- 
pear extremely early in the fall migration along the 
lower Colorado River is evidenced by 3 Least 
Sandpipers and 21 Western Sandpipers already pres- 
ent at West Pond on the Imperial Refuge, July 1 
(GM). Five Wilson’s Phalaropes at the same place, 
on the same date, were also unusually early (GM). 
As many as 70 Ring-billed Gulls had already appeared 
on Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., 
by Aug. 5 (CRD). 

Doves, Trogons, Woodpeckers——Only half the 
usual numbers of White-winged Doves were in the 
Globe area (Harold Marsh). Coppery-tailed Trogons 
were seen in Madera Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, 
Ariz., in late June and early July, and are believed to 
have nested (Gerald Brody, Dick Woodard). A 
Lewis's Woodpecker was seen on June 22 below 
Rustler Park in the Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz., 
(Betty Manette, ef al.). 

Flycatchers through Wrens.—An Eastern Kingbird 
was observed in Albuquerque, N. Mex., July 1, and 
later (F. J. Freeman). A Black Phoebe at Marshall 
Gulch Campground in the Santa Catalina Mountains, 
Ariz., June 23, was at an unusual elevation for the 
pecies (SHL). A Traill’s Flycatcher in Moonshine 
Gulch, Kofa Mountains, and another at New Water 
Well, on June 18, both on the Kofa Game Range, 
Yuma Co., Ariz., were unusually late. Coues’ Fly- 


catchers were common in the Bradshaw Mountains, 
Ariz., Aug. 7 to 9 (James T. Bialac, James R. 
Werner). Several small flocks of Violet-green Swal- 
lows were flying south over the Tucson Mountains 
foothills, Ariz., July 19 (SHL). A family group of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches was found high in Florida 
Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, June 10 (SHL). 
Cactus Wrens were not seen this summer in the 
mountains of extreme southwestern Arizona (GM). 

Wood Warblers—A Black and White Warbler 
was found in El Paso, June 27 (Mrs. A. Andresen, 
fide LM). An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 
near Martinez Lake, Ariz., on the Imperial Refuge, 
July 1 (GM). A Virginia’s Warbler was noted in 
El Paso, June 26 (Nell Johnson). A Townsend's 
Warbler was taken in the pines of the Bradshaw 
Mountains, Aug. 9 (JTB, JRW). An Oven-bird 
(a species still uncollected in Arizona) was observed 
near Patagonia, Ariz., June 19 (Florence Thornburg). 
A Black-capped Warbler at Globe, Aug. 7 (HM), 
was early. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Two pairs of Varied Bunt- 
ings were located in Guadalupe Canyon of the 
Guadalupe Mountains, extreme southeastern Arizona, 
on June 7 (SHL). A male was seen 5 miles south 
of Mountain View (jct. US Hwy. 80 and Ariz. Hwy 
83), July 1 (SHL), and at least 1 male was present 
in lower Florida Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, 
June 28 (Keith Brown, Jr. DW) and July 27 
(DW). Five Evening Grosbeaks were observed in 
the Guadalupe Mountains of Eddy County, N. Mex., 
July 7 (Bruce K. Harris). A male Lark Bunting 
near Chiricahua, Cochise Co., Ariz., July 23 (SHL) 
was quite early. The Rufous-winged Sparrow con- 
tinued its increase in the Tucson, Ariz., region, being 


_ readily found southeast of town, and even nesting 


in the Tucson Mountains (SHL). A male Gray- 
headed Junco was taken in Guadalupe Canyon of 
the Guadalupe Mountains, Ariz., on the incredible 
date of June 7 (SHL). A Black-chinned Sparrow 
was seen near the mouth of Kellner Canyon, near 
Globe, June 29 (BJ). A White-crowned Sparrow at 
Anthony, N. Mex., June 9 (LM, AS) was very late— 
GALE Monson, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
P. O. Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


COHOE, ALASKA.—Hunting for bird nests in 
Alaska has hazards not commonly encountered else- 
where. In addition to the annoying mosquitoes which 
are at their peak in June one is distracted by the 
necessity of watching for a belligerent cow moose 
with a tiny calf or the greatest danger of all, that 
of meeting a brown bear. It is best to carry a rifle 
against the bear and be ready to climb a tree if 
the moose comes too close. 

This has been one of the driest summers ever 
recorded in Alaska with the birdlife affected accord- 
ingly. The hatch of most species was excellent. The 
ground-nesting juncos and White-crowned Spar- 
rows abound throughout the area; redpolls have 
appeared in flocks of from 150 to 200, mostly juve- 
nile birds. There has been a record hatch of war- 
blers, particularly of the Myrtle. Ducks and grouse 
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are more plentiful than in previous years and geese 
were observed on the Kasilof flats where they 
normally are not found in August. We have been 
fortunate in the Cohoe area in regard to brush fires; 
only one small blaze occurred and that before much 
nesting had begun, while other parts of Alaska 
suffered greatly. Thousands of acres burned in remote 
areas where few attempts at control were possible. 
One fire near Iliamna on the Alaskan peninsula was 
out of control for more than 2 weeks. This is good 
swan and goose nesting country and as this fire 
raged during the early part of July we can be sure 
that many birds were lost. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants—Two pairs of the 
Common Loon were known to raise families in the 
locality. One pair had 2 newly hatched chicks with 
them on June 29. The female of the other pair was 
on the nest by May 29; she hatched 1 chick on or 
just before June 30. It was a wasted summer for 
the Pacific Loons which have nested during 2 pre- 
vious years on the small lake by the observer's house. 
The female began to nest on June 1 with this attempt 
ending in failure. She commenced setting again on 
June 25, and on July 23 both birds were on the 
lake with 1 chick which disappeared that night. The 
loons made no further attempt to nest after the 
loss of the chick. A female Horned Grebe with 2 
chicks, one of them riding on her back, was seen on 
a lake near Moose River by J. Brannon of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service in Kenai on July 6*sAn 
adult cormorant with one juvenile was noted on 
July 22 over Cook’s Inlet. 

Waterfowl—No doubt the report issued by the 
FWS office in Kenai of Trumpeter Swan nesting on 
the peninsula will be of great interest. About 20 pairs 
were found to be nesting. In the Cohoe district few 
geese were found during the nesting period. A 
(White-cheeked) Canada Goose seen on June 13 
on the tundra flats indicated that a nest was close; 
however, the presence of predators made it unwise 
to search. Mallards were very early nesters; a nest 
containing 9 eggs was seen on May 6 and 7 by 
Ann and Ira Miller of Cohoe. Pintail, Buffle-head 
and Green-winged Teal were noted throughout the 
summer and assuredly nested here. Unidentified eiders 
are known to nest on the Homer Spit, possibly the 


only site on the Kenai peninsula (Mrs. Hazel 
Heath). 
Hawks.—A_ juvenile Goshawk, seen Aug. 17, 


may possibly have been a migrant; if so, it would 
be early in comparison with one seen in the same 
locality on Sept. 6 last year. A Sharp-shinned Hawk 
was seen on June 26. The pair of Red-tailed Hawks 
seen in May remained during the summer and pre- 
sumably nested here. The melanistic bird was seen 
on June 17; the light-phase bird on June 19 and 
26 and again on July 7. A juvenile was seen on 
July 15. One or more Rough-legged Hawks were seen 
during June. Marsh Hawks remained during the sum- 
mer and the first juveniles were seen with 2 birds on 
Aug. 12. 

Grouse, Cranes—The resident Spruce Grouse 
nested early and successfully, with flying chicks 
seen on July 7. The Sandhill Cranes, on the other 
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hand, did poorly. Possibly the lack of water in the 
ponds on the tundra swamps deterred any numbers 
from remaining to nest. One pair was observed on 
June 1 (Wayne Webb). This pair or another was 
seen, June 22, in approximately the same spot and 
indicated a nest or young nearby (MAS). 

Shorebirds —That early migrant, the Greater 
Yellow-legs was also among the first nesters with 
young in more than average numbers by June 12, 
The juvenile Lesser Yellow-legs were not found 
until July 17 when 3 were seen with the parent birds, 
The most interesting find of the season to the ob. 
server was the nest of a Northern Phalarope dis. 
covered on June 13. Situated on a tussock of mud and 
grass in the center of a slough, it was constructed 
of dried grass and contained 4 cream-colored eggs. 
These were splotched with brownish on the large 
end, lightly spotted on the tapered end. A later visit 
to the vicinity of this nest gave indications that 
young were present. Semipalmated Plover are known 
to nest in this area and a juvenile Least Sandpiper 
noted on July 22 was assumed to be of local hatch. 
Other shorebirds sighted were: 1 Surf-bird, June 25; 
1 bird, July 11; 5 Surf-birds and 5 Black Turn- 
stones, July 22; 3 Surf-birds, July 31—an increase 
over the 2 birds sighted May 29, 1956. Long-billed 
Curlews were seen throughout the summer: 2 birds, 
June 28; 15 on Aug. 13 in a blueberry patch. One 
Spotted Sandpiper was seen on July 2, July 31, 
Aug. 16. A single Black Oyster-catcher was observed 
on Cook’s Inlet, June 21 (ES, MAS). 


Jaegers, Gulls, Terns —A pair of dark-phase Par- 
asitic Jaegers brought forth a hatch of 3 dark young. 
One juvenile was observed with parents first on 
June 28, and 3 with the adult birds on July 10; one 
or more sightings of the jaegers were made weekly 
until the end of July. One or more Long-tailed 
Jaegers were present this summer and a bird far out 
that appeared to be a Pomarine was noted; but there 
was no proof of any nesting by these. Glaucous, Her- 
ring and Short-billed Gulls were abundant on the 
Kasilof flats where they nest, with a large hatch of 
young gulls. A juvenile Glaucous appeared on Cohoe 
beach on July 11 slightly behind 2 juvenile Herring 
Gulls on July 7. Short-billed juveniles did not appear 
until July 22. A common nester inland from the coast, 
the Bonaparte’s Gull, brought 5 young to the beach 
on July 15. Arctic Terns chose some unusual nest- 
ing sites in addition to the more regular hummocks 
in the swamps. One pair made a nest on a fish scow 
with the single egg laid in a coil of rope on the 
bare floor. Another selected the bottom of a gravel 
pit where road-building equipment was working. Both 
of these nests were known to have hatched success- 
fully. The first juvenile was seen over an inland lake 
with its parents on July 13. Most hatchings observed 
of the terns disclose only 1 or 2 young. The sight- 
ing of an Aleutian Tern accompanied by a juvenile 
was made at close range on Aug. 5. It is not known 
if they have nested in this locality in spite of sight- 
ings of the adults on June 20, 21. More information 
is needed before any conclusion can be reached. 


Owls, Kingfishers, Woodpeckers —A pair of Great 
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Gray Owls was reported to have nested in the area 
(P. Madsen, Mrs. Elfrida Lewis, Georgia Johansen, 
MAS). A pair of Belted Kingfishers chose a site 


at the top of a 40-foot sandstone and gravel bank 
along Cook’s Inlet for their burrow; it was dis- 


covered on July 8 by George Jackinsky who noted 
parent birds flying into nest with food. Three-toed 
Woodpeckers had an early hatch with young heard 
in the nest on June 7 and leaving the nest on or 
ibout June 18. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays —Traill’s Flycatcher ar- 
rived here on June 10 and the first juvenile was seen 
on the late date of Aug. 13. Olive-sided Flycatchers 
were late in arriving, June 19; with no proof that 
the nesting of the one pair in locality was successful. 
Violet-green Swallows commenced to nest before 
June 1 and a Tree Swallow that nested in a bird 
house began gathering material on May 26, was 
setting by May 29, and had young in the box on 
June 23. Forty to 50 pairs of Bank Swallows were 
under observation in one cliff on Cohoe beach. On 
June 6 a few birds had started setting, with most 
pairs still engaged in mating. The first young peek- 
ing out of the burrows were seen on July 22. 
Canada Jays (Alaska) had their offspring out of 
the nest in good time to engage in the pilfering of 
other birds’ nests; a full-grown juvenile was seen 
on June 8. 

Chickadees, Creepers —Two nesting sites of Brown- 
capped Chickadees were found, and one of the 
Black-capped. This latter was situated in a hole in 
a dead tree beside a home and held 6 eggs (Frances 
and Al Hermanson). The first juvenile Brown-capped 
Chickadee was observed on June 19. Brown Creepers 
engaged in mating activity from April 10 to April 
18 with no sign of juveniles later. 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—Robins, of course, 
were early nesters with young out of the nest by 
June 14. Olive-backed Thrushes were here in good 
numbers despite the land clearing which destroyed 
acres of small spruce growth. The first nesting bird 
was seen on June 9, the site chosen being at a 20- 
foot level in a crooked birch among the tall spruce. 
Five more nests were found in the small spruce 
after that at heights of 3 feet to 10 feet above 
ground, each having 3 or 4 eggs. First juveniles out 
of the nests were noted on July 7. Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were also here in usual numbers. They 
nest at lower levels than the previous species, one 
or two feet above ground or at ground level. The 
nests are of the same construction: grasses, lichens, 
small twigs, and lined sometimes with moose hair. 
The Hermit Thrush which appears to nest only along 
the beach in this area had juveniles on July 1. Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets nested here but the only juvenile 
kinglet found was a Golden-crowned on July 20. 
Bohemian Waxwings remained in the area from 
April 22 to June 23, but in spite of diligent search- 
ing, no nest was located. 

ood Warblers—On May 29 a female Myrtle 
Warbler was observed engaged in nest building; 
the site chosen was the uppermost crotch of a large 
birch tree, 30 feet above ground. This is not an 

iusual nesting site for this warbler here; for some 


reason they nest high rather than in the small spruce. 
The first juvenile was seen on July 21, but not 
from the above nest. The discovery of the nest of 
a Black-poll Warbler on June 8 in a scrub type of 
poplar, 114 feet above ground, was made by noting 
the female bird’s activity. The nest was constructed 
of plant down and dried lichen, lined with grasses, 
and interlined with feathers. Another visit on June 11 
disclosed the female setting on 2 eggs, with 6 eggs 
in the nest on June 15. This clutch hatched success- 
fully, as the parents had food for young and the 
juveniles were out of the nest and full grown by 
July 21 when 2 from the hatch were seen. A juvenile 
Orange-crowned Warbler with the female bird was 
seen on July 14. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Pine Grosbeaks seem to 
have had a poor season with two known nests ruined 
by land clearing and no sign of juveniles at all to 
date. Hoary Redpolls were plentiful with 2 females 
seen gathering nesting material on May 6. Despite the 
early start no nest was found until July 7, when 
one containing 3 or more fledglings was discovered 
in a scrub poplar 2 feet above ground level. Other 
full-grown juveniles were nearby as redpolls fre- 
quently nest in loose colonies. A juvenile Common 
Redpoll was first identified on July 21. A Savannah 
Sparrow nest was found on June 22 containing only 
one egg. It is assumed this was a second attempt. 
Juncos were seen nest hunting as early as May 3, 
juveniles appearing on June 18. Am. Tree Spar- 
rows remained all summer as usual but no nest 
was found. Juvenile White-crowned Sparrows were 
in evidence, on June 22; Golden-crowned, which 
nest along the beach, were found on June 25. A 
nest of the Fox Sparrow, another beach resident, 


_was found on June 6 at which time it held 4 greenish- 


blue eggs extremely splotched with muddy brown 
color. Although the nest was cleverly concealed in 
a clump of dried grass along the bank it met with 
mishap and the pair was observed mating again on 
June 13; the parent birds. were not seen after July 
8.—Mary A. SMITH, Cohoe, Alaska. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This 
appears to have been the most successful breeding 
season in several years. The weather has been mild, 
with much cloud cover. The 
season began early with Am 
Robins reported hatched the 
first week in April. There is 
an unconfirmed report of a 
single pair of robins nesting 
5 times! Whether these were 
all successful was unre- 
ported. Unusual records are 
cited in the body of the 
report. However, some 
birds, particularly robins, 
were having difficulties not 
noted in earlier years. Nine- 
teen juvenile robins, brought 
to Mrs. Schuma ‘er with 
paralyzed feet, and several other apparently healthy 
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ones, succumbed in spite of all efforts to save them, 
and a Northwestern Crow taken from a nest in June 
proved to have such faulty bone structure that it 
would have been a helpless cripple had it been kept 
alive. 

Most of the area covered by this report was 
originally a dense evergreen forest, with only a few 
natural breaks and little edge. The original bird 
population of this area was thus made up almost 
entirely of species that favor heavy timber or feed 
in the upper story of the forest. These conditions 
prevailed in northern western Washington until 
only 50 or 60 years ago. 

Consequently, the original bird population was 
relatively limited, and it has been only recently that 
a larger variety of small land birds have been able 
to colonize the opened areas as they became more 
favorable. A paper published by J. M. Edson, the 
pioneer ornithologist of the Bellingham Bay area 
in Whatcom County, Washington, in 1919, gives 
one a good idea of the changes that have taken place 
since this date. The Killdeer was “occasional 
seen only in fall and winter’; the Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, which, to my knowledge, has not been noted 
in western Washington for nearly 20 years, is de- 
scribed as an occasional summer resident; the magpie 
was “common... except in summer’’; the Common 
Bushtit was a “rare summer resident.”” The Am. 
Goldfinch first appeared in 1908 in numbers. The 
latter two species are still expanding their ranges 
northward into Canada. In the past 10 years we 
have seen the House Finch, the Brown-headed Cow- 
bird and the Mourning Dove irrupt through western 
Oregon and Washington. We have, during this same 
time, seen the Common Nighthawk become almost 
exclusively a bird of city roof-tops in the Puget 
Sound area, and the Purple Martin almost disappear 
from all areas except the downtown business sections 
of the cities. Many other subtle changes in bird 
populations are going on around us constantly, and 
it is to be hoped that alert observers will take these 
seriously and document them for future seference. 

Herons, Cormorants, Gulls—A Great Blue her- 
onry, visited on June 14, contained about 50 nests of 
half-grown young. No Green Heron nests were 
found, but at least one bird was seen regularly at 
Newport, near Bellevue, east of Lake Washington. 
Double-crested Cormorants were breeding in the 
San Juan Islands for the first time in several years, 
at two places. On July 13 no young were over a week 
old. Young Pelagic Cormorants at the same time 
were nearly grown and well covered with down 
and pinfeathers. On Protection Island, off Port 
Townsend, Glaucous-winged Gulls began laying 
about May 15. Nearly 900 banded there on July 20 
were from about 1 to between 5 and 6 weeks old. 
Young California Gulls were showing up regularly 
by July 15 at the end of their westward migration 
from inland breeding grounds. 

Alcids, Doves—Young Pigeon Guillemots about 
a week old were found on Flower Island, in the 
San Juan Islands, July 14. On July 13 a Tufted Puffin 
nest was found to contain an incubated egg. Band- 
tailed Pigeons and Mourning Doves both appeared 
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to have had a good season. There were large num. 
bers of Band-tails feeding on elderberries in July 
and August, and 7 Mourning Doves were seen in 
one morning in July near Lake Washington. 

Passerines—As stated in the introduction, pas. 
serines enjoyed a very good breeding season. In 
July most species showed a notable number of 
juveniles and immatures about, and netting of 
Traill’s Flycatchers resulted in the banding of about 
25, all juveniles but one. Warblers, Western Tana. 
gers, Am. Goldfinches, White-crowned and Savan- 
nah Sparrows showed very notable increases. 

The first authenticated nesting of the Common 
Starling occurred on Mrs. Kline’s place near Blaine. 
A pair reared two broods, the first of 5, the second 
of 4, and one of the latter was taken for study by 
the Editor. Brown-headed Cowbirds were observed 
in many areas, and juveniles being fed by small birds 
were noted from the Portland area, about Seattle, 
Blaine, the San Juan Islands and Comox, Vancouver 
Island. Apparently this not-entirely-welcome icterid 
is now well established and multiplying. In early 
July a young Bullock’s Oriole fell out of a nest 
at Issaquah, King County, about 8 miles east of 
Seattle toward the mountains. It is destined for the 
Woodland Park Zoo when it is in better plumage. 
House Finches were encountered breeding all over 
western Washington during the spring and sum- 
mer; their residence seems to be well established. 

This favorable spring and summer season should 
have partly compensated for some of the poor sea- 
sons immediately past, and it is hoped that the resi- 
dents that have “taken a beating’ for the past sev- 
eral years may have had a chance to recoup some 
of their losses—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 West 
53rd Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The U. S. 
Weather Bureau characterized the month of May as 
“one of the wettest Mays on Record” for this Region. 

For the 15 weeks 





ending July 21 


wt Shaw | most of the Mid- 

fo 

‘3 : dle Pacific Coast 

sa Laxgen Ph | Region received 
by | precipitation 
ye l ranging from 100 


per cent to 350 
per cent of nor- 


semen) Y mal, At the Has- 


oe \ tings Reservation 

iaibiaiie Stocrton 39 ‘7 in the Santa Lu- 
“ity J cia Mountains of 

* th Monterey Coun- 
> Riis i wails ty, the resultant 
°, gtass growth was 

%, the “best in 
Caherstind years,” according 








to John Davis, 
who also com- 
ments that there was an unusually large number of 
birds nesting on the Reservation and mentions the 
ease with which he could find nests of Western 























arge num. 
—~] in July 
re Seen in 
on. 

‘tion, pas. 
season. In 
umber of 


letting of 
y of about 
ern Tana- 
nd Savan. 
eS. 
Common 
ar Blaine. 
he second 
study by 
observed 
mall birds 
it Seattle. 
V ancouver 
ne icterid 
In early 
of a nest 
Ss east of 
d for the 
plumage. 
all over 
and sum- 
lished. 
yn should 
poor sea- 
the resi- 
Past sev- 
yup some 
09 West 


The U. S. 
fF May as 
s Region. 
15 weeks 
July 21 
the Mid- 
fic Coast 
received 
itation 
from 100 
t to 350 
- of nor- 
the Has- 
servation 
anta Lu- 
ntains of 
y Coun- 
resultant 
wth was 
est in 
ccording 
| Davis, 
sO com- 
mber of 
ions the 
Western 











Flycatchers, House Wrens, Bewick’s Wrens, Warb- 
ling Vireos, Lesser Goldfinches, and other species. 
Also, at Whitehall, Eldorado County (elevation 
3400 feet), “the birds that nested in that area seemed 
to have a very successful season’ (E. R. Pickett). 
Specific references to more numerous occurrences of 
certain species will be found below under California 
Quail, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Western Tan- 
ager, Brown-headed Cowbird, Pine Siskin and Law- 
rence S$ Goldfinch. 

Grebes, Quail, Rails, Gallinules—Counts of West- 
ern Grebes on salt water off the mouth of the Rus- 
sian River remained high from the end of May 
through June and July: ten counts from May 27 to 
July 24 ranged from 27 (May 27) to 71 (on both 
June 24 and July 9) (Joseph Kittredge). 

Although the May rains may have interfered with 
the nesting of the California Quail at Oakland in 
that month (see previous report), the species was 
present in many large family groups and coveys at 
Hastings Reservation throughout the period of the 
present report. This bird had been down in num- 
bers for at least two years at the Reservation but 
is now making a very noticeable comeback (JD). 
Twenty-one families of California Quail with an 
average of 11 young per family were reported from 
Calera Canyon, Monterey County (Louise M. Hat- 
ton). 

Two nests of the Clapper Rail were found in the 
marshes adjacent to Southampton Bay (San Fran- 
cisco Bay area) on June 10, one nest with 1 egg, 
the other with 2 eggs (1 about to hatch) and a dead 
young (Camm Swift). A “colony’’ of Florida Gal- 
linules (highest count was on July 4: 6 adults, 
12 first-year birds) was under observation during 
the summer at the intersection of Singleton Road 
and the Coyote River, 2 miles south of San Jose 
(Ken Schulz). 

Terns, Alcids, Pigeons, Owls.—Three to 6 Cas- 
pian Terns were frequently seen fishing in Los 
Gatos Creek, within the city limits of Los Gatos, 
from mid-April through mid-July. They carried the 
fish north out of sight (Emily D. Smith). If these 
birds were taking food to young it indicates that 
the foraging range of the species may be very wide 
as the nearest breeding colony known to the com- 
piler is on San Francisco Bay. Caspian Terns were 
also noted in May, June, and July at Bodega Bay, 
Tomales Bay, and Jenner (JK). Two Marbled Mur- 
relets, in winter or immature plumage, were seen at 
Santa Cruz on July 21 (EDS). During the third week 
of July flocks of 30 to 40 Band-tailed Pigeons were 
seen in a hayfield near Fort Bragg (Mrs. R. Coy). 
A pair of Spotted Owls was seen at Tomales Bay 
State Park on June 3, 4 and 10 (Grace Miller). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, W oodpeckers —Two Vaux’s 
Swifts were feeding nestlings in a chimney of an 
occupied house at Los Gatos on July 16 and were 
still feeding them on July 25 (EDS). Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds were unusually numerous this year 
at Hastings Reservation (JD). Allen’s Humming- 
birds, which had been abundant earlier in Calera 


Canyon, left that area on July 14 (LMH). A pair 
© Downy Woodpeckers was feeding young in the 





Kings River bottom near Sanger on June 10 (Kay 
Paulson). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—A Black Phoebe was seen 
at Prairie Creek State Park, Humboldt County, on 
July 5 (Ken Legg). This record is of interest because 
the species ‘‘distinctly lessens” in numbers in the 
humid coast belt toward the north (see Grinnell 
and Miller, Pacific Coast Avifauna, No. 27). A 
pair of Western Flycatchers in Calera Canyon re- 
paired an old nest for a second brood and completed 
a set of 3 eggs on June 14 (LMH). At Saratoga a 
female Violet-green Swallow began nest-building in 
a bird house on May 31, three days after having 
been ousted from a nearby bird house by a pair of 
House Sparrows after she had worked on the first 
nest for at least two days. The young left the second 
nest on July 16 (EDS). 

Chickadees, Nuthatches—A record for the Chest- 
nut-backed Chickadee, far east of its normal range, 
is furnished by William Kirsher and ERP: one seen 
on July 14, and another heard on July 21, at 
Whitehall. An adult and 3 or 4 young Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were seen on Castle Rock Ridge in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains on June 15; call notes were 
heard in this area on June 5, 7, 12 and July 7 (EDS). 

Thrushes, Wood Warblers —A nest of the Olive- 
backed Thrush containing 4 eggs was found at 
Prairie Creek State Park on June 17 (KL). Town- 
send’s Solitaires were observed all summer at White- 
hall, and were carrying insects (presumably an indi- 
cation of breeding) on July 7. This is “about the 
lowest elevation at which they are known ‘to nest” 
(ERP). 

A male Audubon’s Warbler was seen feeding a 
fledgling on Castle Rock Ridge, July 7, and the spe- 
cies was seen and heard at other places along the 
Ridge on June 5, 7, 12, 15, 16 and July 7 and 9 
(EDS). A female Townsend’s Warbler was seen at 
the Sacramento By-pass, June 2 (Lee Stallcup, E. A. 
Albertson). A singing Hermit Warbler was seen 
near Castle Rock, on Castle Rock Ridge, June 15; 
singing of this species was heard in this area, where 
a pair nested in 1954, on June 5, 7 and 12 (EDS). 

Icterids—A first-year male Hooded Oriole was 
seen calling and occasionally singing at Los Gatos 
on June 27; and a pair was found feeding nestlings 
in this area on July 25. The nest was in a fan palm, 
a block from the main business district and appeared 
to be a second nest of the season because of another 
recently used nest in a palm 10 feet away. This is 
the first nesting record known to the observer for 
Los Gatos, although the bird is now not uncommon 
in San Jose and elsewhere in the Santa Clara Valley 
(EDS). A pair of this species was seen along the 
Ashby Freeway, Berkeley, where there are a number 
of Washington Palms, June 14 to 21 (A. S. Camp- 
bell). One wonders just how long their increase in 
the central California coastal area will continue if 
they are dependent on palms for nesting, for the 
planting of palms is no longer fashionable and old 
trees are being rapidly cut down. All known nesting 
areas in our Region should continue to be observed, 
even if the first occasion of the breeding of the 
Hooded Oriole has already been recorded. 
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“The most noticeable difference I have observed 
in birds in this area (Inverness) is the increase in 
the number of Brown-headed Cowbirds,’’ writes 
Grace Miller. An increase is also noted at Alameda 
(Junea W. Kelly). A frequently reported host, pos- 
sibly because an obvious one, is the Song Sparrow; 
fledgling Brown-headed Cowbirds were reported to 
be in the care of Song Sparrows at Saratoga (EDS), 
Alameda (JWK), and Berkeley (ASC). A Wren-tit 
was feeding a fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird at 
Inverness on July 22 (GM). 

Tanagers, Fringillids —ERP and associates believe 
that Western Tanagers were more numerous at 
Whitehall than ‘at any other time we can remember.” 
A male Western Tanager was observed feeding 
fledglings at Saratoga, July 11, and young were seen 
frequently in this area after that, especially in a fig 
tree bearing ripe fruit (EDS). 

Fledgling Black-headed Grosbeaks were first noted 
at Saratoga, June 9; and again recently fledged birds 
on July 17 (EDS). Two male Pine Grosbeaks were 
seen at 8500 feet elevation in Yosemite National 
Park on June 19 (KP). Two female Purple Finches 
were seen nest-building on Castle Rock Ridge, June 
12; in ome case the female was accompanied by a 
male which was feeding a young bird (EDS). A 
“great many” Pine Siskins have been present at 
Inverness and on the fields of Tomales Point (GM) ; 
and they have been reported “in unusual numbers” 
at Mount Hermon, where they have been “a nuisante 
at feed trays” (Mrs. Adist Boylan, fide EDS). The 
plant Amsinkia intermedia on which goldfinches 
feed extensively at Hastings Reservation was unusu- 
ally lush in one section of the Reservation this year, 
creating an attraction for an exceptionally large flock 
of Lawrence’s Goldfinches which remained near this 
source of food for some time (JD). 

A color-banded female Spotted Towhee at Saratoga 
carried nesting material for a second brood on May 
3, after successful fledging of the first brood. This 
second brood was also successful, the fledglings being 
fed up to, but not after, July 4 (EDS).—LawLaw 
WILLIAMS, RFD 1, Box 152, Carmel, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Mid- 
summer is by general consensus the dullest time of 
the year for the bird-watcher. But even in this time 
of general leth- 
argy much val- 
uable informa- 
tion can be 
gained from 
careful and 
well-planned 
observations. 
The nesting 
season was gen- 
erally good in 
southern Cali- 
fornia with 
many contribu- 
tors reporting 
good _ family 




















numbers among the Passerines. Daytime temperatures 
during July were about normal and precipitation was 
as usual almost zero in the lowlands. Daytime temp. 
eratures in August were higher than normal, and late 
in the month thunderstorms scattered much moisture 
in the high San Gabriels, San Bernardinos, and south. 
ern Tehachapis. Early September saw a continuation 
of the summer dry climate and high temperatures in 
the lowlands. Temperatures during September were. 
if anything, slightly below normal with no such severe 
heat-waves in the coastal areas as were experienced 
this time last year. As a result, the fire-danger index, 
although high, was not so critical as last year. No 
major fires raged in the extreme southern part of the 
Region and a large fire in the San Gabriels near Santa 
Anita Canyon during early September was successfully 
contained before excessive damage was done. A fire 
near tinder-dry Sespe Canyon, home of the California 
Condors, blazed briefly on Aug. 23, 24, and 25. 
Grebes, Pelagic Birds —Two early Western Grebes 
were at the Salton Sea, Sept. 14 (Pat Gould, ef al.). 
Some of the best observations of the summer months 
were made during late August and early September 
just south and east of San Clemente Island. This 
island, not often reached by birders because of time 
and distance, was visited on at least three different 
occasions and the resulting observations, while most 
rewarding, also filled a long-existent gap in our 
knowledge of pelagic species in southern California 
waters. From the standpoint of the sport- and com- 
mercial fishermen this has been a banner year for 
certain species of fish in coastal waters. Barracuda, 
White Sea Bass, Yellowtail, Bonita, Dolphin, Pom- 
pano, and Mackerel swarmed in the waters after the 
great schools of anchovies. It was opined that the 
abnormally warm waters (av. 77° F.) brought in 
these fish from tropical waters to the south. If this 
indeed was the case, it might help to explain the 
appearance of such tropical-water species as Red- 
billed Tropic-birds and Skuas. Certainly the Alba- 
core stayed well away from coastal waters because of 
high temperatures. Ben King, Jr., and John Bishop 
were afforded an excellent chance for observations in 
the waters south and east of San Clemente Island on 
Aug. 28, 29, and 30. During this time the following 
pelagic species were recorded: Black-footed Alba- 
tross, 19 (9 in view at once); Pink-footed Shear- 
water, 1200 (est.); Sooty Shearwater, 1300 (est.); 
Black-vented Shearwater, 7; Leach’s (Beal’s) Petrel, 
20; Ashy Petrel, 2; Black Petrel, 75; Red-billed 
Tropic-bird, 1; jaegers (sp.), 5; Skua (John Bishop), 
1; Sabine’s Gull, 1; and Xantus’s Murrelet, 20. Their 
trip on a destroyer followed a one-day trip by your 
editor to the southeastern end of San Clemente 
Island on Aug. 13. The observations for that day 
were as follows: Black-footed Albatross, 2; Sooty 
Shearwater, 300; Pink-footed Shearwater, 40; Black 
Petrel, 35; Elegant Tern, 75 (30 miles at sea); 
Sabine’s Gull, 2; jaegers (sp.), 7; Parasitic Jaeger, 
2; Skua, 1. On Sept. 9, Ben King, Jr., John Tra- 
montano, and Richard Holmes boarded a boat for 
this area and made the following observations at the 
south end of San Clemente Island and to a distance 
of 25 miles to the south of this island. Their ob- 
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servations are as startling as the previous and in- 
cluded the following birds: Black-footed Albatross, 
10: Black-vented Shearwater, 2; Black Petrel, 2; 
Ashy Petrel, 1; Parasitic Jaeger, 5; Elegant Tern, 75; 
Arctic Tern, 3; Common Tern, 4; Red-billed Tropic- 
bird, 4 and possibly a fifth (all birds were sitting 
on the water); and Xantus’s Murrelet, 2. The Los 
Angeles Audubon Society pelagic trip to Anacapa 
Island and Santa Cruz Island on Sept. 22 had com- 
parable good luck. This trip yielded a wonderful 
display of jaegers (40 Parasitic [est.] and 10 Po- 
marine); Skua, 1; Arctic Tern, 1; and Elegant Tern, 
200. On Aug. 3, some 15,000 Sooty Shearwaters were 
counted as they flew past Point Sal, Santa Barbara 
County (Ep.) and on Aug. 25 some 4000 Sooty 
Shearwaters were estimated to be feeding within a 
few hundred yards of the surf at Point Dume (Eb., 
Peter Lodge). I can not be sure of stating with cer- 
tainty whether these observations reflect a flight of 
tropical marine species during the late summer or 
rather are the results of more intensive observing in 
an area hitherto not reached very often at any time 
of the year. Certainly the numbers of Black-footed 
Albatrosses are away out of line with observations 
made on many prior pelagic trips at all times of 
the year. In 10 years of pelagic observations, I find 
only one previous record of the Black-footed Alba- 
tross so close to the mainland (there are numerous 
records at more distant points). These findings will 
pave the way for more intensive work in the San 
Clemente Island area in the future. 


Cormorants, Pelicans, Herons, Waterfowl—Re- 
ports of nesting waterbirds at the Salton Sea National 
Wildlife Refuge by Ed. J. O'Neill were as follows: 
Double-crested Cormorants, Common and Snowy 
Egrets, Great Blue Herons, and Black-crowned Night 
Herons nested successfully although in ‘‘greatly re- 
duced numbers.’ Boating activity, which has increased 
on the Salton Sea, might have had an effect. 
About 80 White Pelicans were present on the nesting 
islands but laid only small numbers of eggs. Incuba- 
tion never took place and no young were raised—a 
complete failure for these birds. Broods of Ruddy 
Ducks, Am. Coots, Cinnamon Teal, and Fulvous Tree- 
ducks were observed during June and July. Wood Ibis 
made a very poor showing in southern California this 
late summer. Only about 15 birds were at the Salton 
Sea, Sept. 15 (Pat Gould, et al.). Only 7 Wood Ibis 
appeared at the Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary in mid- 
July. These remained about 4 weeks and departed. 


Rails, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns——Soras could 
be seen commonly at the Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctu- 
ary during the summer (Russell and Marion Wilson, 
et al.). One Solitary Sandpiper was at Malibu La- 
goon, Aug. 15 (R. Dudley Ross). Lesser Yellow-legs 
(4) were reported from Doheny State Park, Sept. 8- 
13 (RW, MW), while 2 were near Santa Barbara, 
Aug. 15 (E. Z. Rett, fide Waldo G. Abbott). A 
single Pectoral Sandpiper was at Doheny State Park 
beach, Sept. 8-13 (RW, MW)). Phalaropes (North- 
ern and Wilson’s) were abundant at Lt. Maxton 
Brown Sanctuary during August (Betty Meyerfield). 
Phalaropes (especially Northern) became more nu- 





merous at Upper Newport Bay and Malibu during 
mid-August. From 20 to 25 Wilson's Phalaropes were 
at Malibu, Aug. 15 (RDR). Black-necked Stilts 
nested successfully at Salton Sea in June and July. 
Black-necked Stilts and Am. Avocets were reported 
as very numerous near Oceanside and Upper Newport 
Bay. As many as 350 Am. Avocets and 50 Black- 
necked Stilts were at the Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctu- 
ary, Aug. 31 (RDR). About 260 Am. Avocets 
together with about 50 Black-necked Stilts were at 
Upper Newport Bay, Sept. 4 (Francis Raymond). 
From 8 to 10 Black Terns with 12 Caspian Terns 
were at Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary, Aug 31 
(RDR). A single Black Tern was at Bolsa Chica, 
Aug. 29. (FR) Elegant Terns had a moderately good 
flight with a number of observations made well out 
to sea (see above). There were not, however, the 
attendant numbers of jaegers pursuing these terns 
along the coast as were witnessed in prior years. The 
flight reached a peak in late August after a slow start. 
Some 40 to 50 Elegant Terns were at Malibu, Aug. 
15 (RDR). Peak numbers reached were 450 birds 
at Bolsa Chica, Aug. 29 (FR), 200 birds at Lt. 
Maxton Brown Sanctuary, Aug. 31 (RDR) and 
about 1000 birds between Hyperion and Venice, 
Sept. 2 (BK, Jr.). About 180 were at Malibu, Aug. 
25 (Ep., Robert Arbib). The flight began to taper 
off by the second week in September, at which time 
many of the terns had left. Gull-billed Terns (150 
adults) and Caspian Terns (40 adults) nested at 
Salton Sea in June. These terns almost completely 
destroyed each other's nests. The Caspian Terns 
raised 12 young and the Gull-billed Terns re-nested 
in mid-June with about 20 young hatching and 
surviving. Laughing Gulls (4 adults) raised three 
young from a single Salton Sea nest in late June. 


Birds of Prey—On the day of the Sespe Canyon 
fire (Aug. 24) some 25 to 30 California Condors 
were counted from near the summit of Mt. Pinos by 
R. Dudley Ross, Peter Lodge, and your Editor. As 
many as 17 condors were seen at one view. Although 
it was difficult to establish more exact numbers, it was 
estimated that there could not have been less than 
25 and quite possibly as many as 30. During that 
day clouds of black smoke could be seen billowing 
from the vicinity of Sespe Canyon (nesting site of 
the California Condors) and this may have con- 
tributed to the fact of the concentration of these 
birds. The fire itself was not near the nesting cliff- 
sites. White-tailed Kites nested successfully at numer- 
ous points in the Region. Twenty-two White-tailed 
Kites gathered to forage near the Ventura County 
Gun Club, July 21 (RDR, Vivian Ross). A single 
Osprey was near Laguna Beach, Aug. 3 (FR) and a 
migrating flock of 15 flew over Morro Bay, Sept. 
17 (JT). 


Upland Game Birds —Two White-winged Doves, 
far removed westward from their normal range, 
appeared in Santa Barbara, Aug. 28 (EZR, fide 
WGA). California, Mountain, and Gambel’s Quail 
were reported as having a successful nesting. Rock 
Partridges at the Palm Canyon in Borrego Desert were 
reduced to but a single bird by late summer. 
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Land Birds.—Generally speaking, most species of 
land birds had a successful nesting season, and if 
anything, were more successful than last year. On 
Aug. 29 a pair of Olive-sided Flycatchers was feed- 
ing 3 young in Santa Barbara. The Audubon Center 
of Southern California, which suffered from a dis- 
astrous fire a few years ago, has recovered very 
well and species such as the Cassin’s Kingbird, Olive- 
backed Thrush, Hooded Oriole, Bullock’s Oriole. 
Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, Black-headed Grosbeak, 


The Check-List of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union is the recognized authority for common and 
scientific names of North American birds. During 
the 26 years that have elapsed since publication of 
the fourth edition of the A. O. U. Check-Last, 
there has been a rapidly increasing need for stand- 
ardized common names for species of birds as opposed 
to the names for subspecies (races). American bird 
watchers travel much more extensively than they did 
even two or three decades ago. They are learning 
that subspecies cannot, as a rule, be positively identi- 
fied in the field, or even in the hand except in 
direct comparison with series of museum skins. The 
common names given to subspecies in the 1931 
Check-List have served to conceal the similarities 
between closely related forms and thus have con- 
fused the amateur field observer. Who would know, 
for instance, that the Newfoundland Woodpecker, 
the Queen Charlotte Woodpecker, the Harris's 
Woodpecker, the Cabanis’s Woodpecker, the Modoc 
Woodpecker, the White-breasted Woodpecker, and 
the Chihuahua Woodpecker, are all races of the 
Hairy Woodpecker, that they all answer to the field 
marks of the Hairy Woodpecker, and that they 
are indistinguishable from each other in the field? 

The editors of Audubon Field Notes became acu- 
tely aware of this problem during the 1940's, when 
coverage was expanded to include all of the United 
States and southern Canada, and when such features 
as the summary of high counts from the Christmas 
Bird Counts were initiated. It would be quite point- 
less to try to show which Christmas Count area had 
the highest number of individuals of each race of 
the Hairy Woodpecker, especially since there was 
no assurance that anyone had positively identified 
any of his woodpeckers as to subspecies. 

Since no standard common names for species had 
ever been adopted, your editors gave careful con- 
sideration to the problem and prepared a list of pro- 
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Bird Names Changed To Conform With New A.O.U. Check-List 





Am. Goldfinch and others nested successfully this 
year. The total number of nesting species there was 
40 by mid-August. More than 100 Pifion Jays were 
in the vicinity of Big Bear City, Aug. 17 (ER). 
Barn Swallows still had young in the nest on Aug. 
28. Most observers commented on the favorable num. 
bers of small land birds during August and the large 
percentage of young birds with them. Red Crossbills 
nested on Mt. Pinos —ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 Caven. 
dish Drive, Los Angeles 64, Calif. 





posed species names in 1948 (Audubon Field Note: 
2 (6): 247). This list was expanded and modified 
in 1950 (bid. 4 (1): 37-39), and eight additional 
changes were announced later that year (#bid. 4 (4): 
260). 

It is satisfying to find that the great majority of 
the names adopted by Audubon Field Notes have been 
used in the 5th Edition of the A. O. U. Check-List. In 
fact most of the changes in the following list involve 
either: (a) minor changes such as hyphenization and 
spelling; or (b) species for which no temporary 
species name had been necessary because only one 
race occurred regularly within our boundaries. 

Following each new name in this list is a brief 
comment pointing out the nature of the change or 
identifying the new name with its predecessor. In 
order to avoid any possible misunderstanding in 
future years as to the species referred to in Axdu- 
bon Field Notes during the period when no standard- 
ized list of species names was available, identifying 
initials have been placed after each of the changed 
names. The initials “AOU” identify the old name 
as appearing in the preceding A. O. U. Check-List. 
The initials ““AFN’”’ indicate that the name currently 
in use in Audubon Field Notes is identified by its 
scientific name in the 1950 references cited above; the 
only exceptions are the Spotted-breasted Oriole, Icterus 
pectoralis, and the Lichtenstein’s Oriole, I. gularis. 

Since the Christmas Count forms had already 
been printed prior to publication of the new Check- 
List, we shall continue to use our current names in 
the February and April 1958 issues. The new names 
will be used starting with the Winter Bird-Popula- 
tion Study and the Winter Season reports in the 
June 1958 issue. 

In addition to the changes listed below, the ‘‘s” 
that formerly followed the apostrophe has been drop- 
ped from these words: Coues’, Harris’, Ross’, and 
Xantus’. 
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Audubon’s Shearwater 
Great Cormorant 
Common Egret 

Am. Flamingo 

Brant 

Black Brant 
Black-bellied Tree Duck 
Fulvous Tree Duck 
Bahama Duck 
Common Teal 
Shoveler 

Canvasback 

Common Goldeneye 
Barrow’s Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 

Oldsquaw 

Common Scoter 
Common Merganser 
Bobwhite 

Chukar 

Gray Partridge 
Common Gallinule 
American Oystercatcher 
Semipalmated Plover 
Surfbird 

Common Snipe 
Whimbrel 


Upland Plover 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Knot 


Dunlin 


Short-billed Dowitcher 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Mew Gull 

Sandwich Tern 

Thick-billed Murre 

Parakeet Auklet 

Common Puffin 

Scaly-naped Pigeon 

Roadrunner 

Whiskered Ow] 

Great Horned Owl 

Hawk-Owl 

Boreal Owl 

Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpecker 


Northern Three-toed 
Woodpecker 


(Dusky, AFN) 
(European, AOU) 
(American, AOU ) 
(Flamingo, AOU) 
(American, AOU ) 

(no change) 

(2nd hyphen dropped ) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Bahama Pintail, AOU) 
(European, AOU) 
(Shoveller, AOU) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(American, AOU) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(American, AOU) 
(American, AOU) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Rock Partridge, AFN ) 
(European, AOU) 
(Florida, AOU) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(separated from Ringed) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Wilson's, AOU) 


(Hudsonian Curlew, 
AOU) 


(Upland Sandpiper, AFN) 
(hyphen dropped) ~ 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Red Knot, AFN) 
(Red-backed Sandpiper, 
AFN) 
(Eastern, AOU) 
(additional species ) 
(Short-billed, AOU) 
(Cabot’s, AOU) 
(Briinnich’s, AOU) 
(Paroquet, AOU) 
(Atlantic, AFN) 
(Scaled, AOU) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Mountain, AFN) 
(Horned, AOU) 
(hyphen added) 
(Richardson’s, AOU) 


(Arctic, AFN) 


(Three-toed, AFN) 


Kiskadee Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Wied’s Crested Flycatcher 
Dusky Flycatcher 

Cave Swallow 

Mexican Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 
Common Crow 

Boreal Chickadee 

Pigmy Nuthatch 


(Derby, AOU) 
(Crested, AOU) 
(Mexican Crested, AOU) 
(Wright's, AOU) 

(Cuban Cliff, AOU ) 
(Arizona, AFN) 
(American, AOU ) 
(American, AFN) 
(Brown-capped, AFN ) 
(Pygmy, AOU) 


[note: Pygmy Owl is unchanged] 


W rentit 

Dipper 

Le Conte’s Thrasher 
Robin 

Swainson’s Thrush 
Wheatear 


Arctic Warbler 


Northern Shrike 
Starling 

Crested Myna 

Bahama Honeycreeper 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Olive-backed Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Northern Waterthrush 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
MacGillivray’s Warbler 
Yellowthroat 


Belding’s Yellowthroat 
Ground-Chat 

Wilson’s Warbler 
Redwinged Blackbird 
Spotted-breasted Oriole 
Lichtenstein’s Oriole 
Common Grackle 
Black-faced Grassquit 
White-collared Seedeater 
European Goldfinch 
Olive Sparrow 
Rufous-sided Towhee 


Le Conte’s Sparrow 
Dusky Seaside Sparrow 
Bachman’s Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 

McKay’s Bunting 


(hyphen dropped ) 
(American, AFN ) 
(Leconte’s, AOU ) 
(American, AFN ) 
(Olive-backed, AFN ) 


(European Wheatear, 
AOU) 


(Kennicott’s Willow 
Warbler, AOU) 
(Gray, AFN) 
(Common, AFN ) 
(Crested Mynah, AOU ) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(hyphens added) 
(Sennett’s, AOU ) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(hyphen dropped ) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(capital “‘“G’’) 
(Common Yellowthroat, 
AFN) 
(Peninsula, AFN ) 
(hyphen added) 
(Black-capped, AFN ) 
(hyphen dropped) 
(Spot-breasted, AFN ) 
(Altamira, AFN ) 
(Purple, AFN) 
(Bahama, AOU) 
(Sharpe's, AOU) 
(British, AOU) 
(Texas, AOU) 
(Eastern and Spotted com- 
bined ) 
(Leconte’s, AOU) 
(Dusky Sparrow, AFN) 
(Pine-woods, AFN ) 
(American Tree, AFN ) 
(McKay's Snow, AOU ) 




















CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 


Saturday, December 21, 1957 
to 


Wednesday. January 1, 1958 


Christmas Bird Count forms are being mailed out to 
all compilers of 1955 and 1956 counts. If you are not a 
compiler this year and receive a blank, please pass it along 
to your successor! If any compiler does not receive a Count 


form by one month prior to the week of the count or 


plans to institute a new count, kindly request one from: 


Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N. Y. 


As the Christmas Count report forms were printed before 
the new A.O.U. Check-List was published, compilers this 
year will please continue with the nomenclature used during 
the last decade. Next year new report forms will be pub- 
lished using the terminology designated in the new A.O.U. 
Check-List. 











